
COMMUNITY GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
Week of 11/14/21

!

Opener (10 minutes or less)

!

DISCUSSION (50 minutes or less)
Begin your discussion time in prayer.
Scripture Reading: 1 Samuel 4,5
  

Questions:

!

PERSONAL (30 minutes or less)
1. What is going on in your life (note prayer requests and praise reports)
2. Oikos - the 8 to 15 people God supernaturally and strategically places in your life. Any 

oikos moments you would like to share..
3. Pray

Who is your favorite author?   

1. What stands out to you from this 
passage? What is challenging or 
encouraging? 

2. Why were the Philistines initially 
able to defeat God’s chosen 
nation, Israel?

3. Why didn’t it help the Israelites to 
have the ark of the covenant in the 
battle with them?

4. How might a person today try to 
use something holy (such as the 
Bible or the name of Jesus) in a 
superstitious way? 

5. What would it look like for God’s 
glory to come into your home? 
What needs to fall prostrate 
before him? 

Plant the Good News of Jesus Christ, grow mature disciples, and harvest the fruit of the Spirit for the needs of the world.



4 And the word of Samuel came to all Israel. 
Now Israel went out to battle against the Philistines. They encamped at Ebenezer, and 
the Philistines encamped at Aphek. 2 The Philistines drew up in line against Israel, and 
when the battle spread, Israel was defeated before the Philistines, who killed about four 
thousand men on the field of battle. 3 And when the people came to the camp, the 
elders of Israel said, “Why has the Lord defeated us today before the Philistines? Let us 
bring the ark of the covenant of the Lord here from Shiloh, that it[a] may come among 
us and save us from the power of our enemies.” 4 So the people sent to Shiloh and 
brought from there the ark of the covenant of the Lord of hosts, who is enthroned on the 
cherubim. And the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, were there with the ark of the 
covenant of God. 
5 As soon as the ark of the covenant of the Lord came into the camp, all Israel gave a 
mighty shout, so that the earth resounded. 6 And when the Philistines heard the noise 
of the shouting, they said, “What does this great shouting in the camp of the Hebrews 
mean?” And when they learned that the ark of the Lord had come to the camp, 7 the 
Philistines were afraid, for they said, “A god has come into the camp.” And they said, 
“Woe to us! For nothing like this has happened before. 8 Woe to us! Who can deliver us 
from the power of these mighty gods? These are the gods who struck the Egyptians 
with every sort of plague in the wilderness. 9 Take courage, and be men, O Philistines, 
lest you become slaves to the Hebrews as they have been to you; be men and fight.” 
10 So the Philistines fought, and Israel was defeated, and they fled, every man to his 
home. And there was a very great slaughter, for thirty thousand foot soldiers of Israel 
fell. 11 And the ark of God was captured, and the two sons of Eli, Hophni and Phinehas, 
died. 
The Death of Eli 
12 A man of Benjamin ran from the battle line and came to Shiloh the same day, with his 
clothes torn and with dirt on his head. 13 When he arrived, Eli was sitting on his seat by 
the road watching, for his heart trembled for the ark of God. And when the man came 
into the city and told the news, all the city cried out. 14 When Eli heard the sound of the 
outcry, he said, “What is this uproar?” Then the man hurried and came and told 
Eli. 15 Now Eli was ninety-eight years old and his eyes were set so that he could not 
see. 16 And the man said to Eli, “I am he who has come from the battle; I fled from the 
battle today.” And he said, “How did it go, my son?” 17 He who brought the news 
answered and said, “Israel has fled before the Philistines, and there has also been a 
great defeat among the people. Your two sons also, Hophni and Phinehas, are dead, 
and the ark of God has been captured.” 18 As soon as he mentioned the ark of God, Eli 
fell over backward from his seat by the side of the gate, and his neck was broken and 
he died, for the man was old and heavy. He had judged Israel forty years. 
19 Now his daughter-in-law, the wife of Phinehas, was pregnant, about to give birth. And 
when she heard the news that the ark of God was captured, and that her father-in-law 
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and her husband were dead, she bowed and gave birth, for her pains came upon 
her. 20 And about the time of her death the women attending her said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, for you have borne a son.” But she did not answer or pay attention. 21 And she 
named the child Ichabod, saying, “The glory has departed[b] from Israel!” because the 
ark of God had been captured and because of her father-in-law and her 
husband. 22 And she said, “The glory has departed from Israel, for the ark of God has 
been captured.” 

The Philistines and the Ark 
5 When the Philistines captured the ark of God, they brought it from Ebenezer 
to Ashdod. 2 Then the Philistines took the ark of God and brought it into the house of 
Dagon and set it up beside Dagon. 3 And when the people of Ashdod rose early the 
next day, behold, Dagon had fallen face downward on the ground before the ark of 
the Lord. So they took Dagon and put him back in his place. 4 But when they rose early 
on the next morning, behold, Dagon had fallen face downward on the ground before the 
ark of the Lord, and the head of Dagon and both his hands were lying cut off on the 
threshold. Only the trunk of Dagon was left to him. 5 This is why the priests of Dagon 
and all who enter the house of Dagon do not tread on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod 
to this day. 
6 The hand of the Lord was heavy against the people of Ashdod, and he terrified and 
afflicted them with tumors, both Ashdod and its territory. 7 And when the men of Ashdod 
saw how things were, they said, “The ark of the God of Israel must not remain with us, 
for his hand is hard against us and against Dagon our god.” 8 So they sent and 
gathered together all the lords of the Philistines and said, “What shall we do with the ark 
of the God of Israel?” They answered, “Let the ark of the God of Israel be brought 
around to Gath.” So they brought the ark of the God of Israel there. 9 But after they had 
brought it around, the hand of the Lord was against the city, causing a very great panic, 
and he afflicted the men of the city, both young and old, so that tumors broke out on 
them. 10 So they sent the ark of God to Ekron. But as soon as the ark of God came to 
Ekron, the people of Ekron cried out, “They have brought around to us the ark of the 
God of Israel to kill us and our people.” 11 They sent therefore and gathered together all 
the lords of the Philistines and said, “Send away the ark of the God of Israel, and let it 
return to its own place, that it may not kill us and our people.” For there was a deathly 
panic throughout the whole city. The hand of God was very heavy there. 12 The men 
who did not die were struck with tumors, and the cry of the city went up to heaven. 
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