
COMMUNITY GROUP DISCUSSION GUIDE
Week of 4/2/23

!

Opener (10 minutes or less)

!

DISCUSSION (50 minutes or less)
Begin your discussion time in prayer.
Scripture Reading: Matthew 3
Questions:

!

PERSONAL (30 minutes or less)
1. Oikos - the 8 to 15 people God supernaturally and strategically places in your life. Any 

oikos moments you would like to share..
2. What is going on in your life (note prayer requests and praise reports)
3. Pray 

Share one thing you love and appreciate about the person to your left.
  

1. What stands out to you from this 
chapter and/or Sunday’s teaching? 
W h a t w a s c h a l l e n g i n g , o r 
encouraging?

2. How was John the Baptist the last of 
the Old Testament prophets? 

3. What was the purpose of John’s 
baptism? 

4. Why is repentance so important that it 
is the first thing preached by John the 
baptist, Jesus, and the apostles? 

5. Why was Jesus baptized?

6. How is baptism different now post 
resurrection and pentecost? 

7. How do we see the Trinity in this 
passage? How would you explain 
the Holy Trinity to someone who has 
never heard it before? 

8.

Plant the Good News of Jesus Christ, grow mature disciples, and harvest the fruit of the Spirit for the needs of the world.



John the Baptist Prepares the Way 
3 In those days John the Baptist came, preaching in the wilderness of 
Judea 2 and saying, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This 
is he who was spoken of through the prophet Isaiah: 
“A voice of one calling in the wilderness, 
‘Prepare the way for the Lord, 
    make straight paths for him.’”[a] 
4 John’s clothes were made of camel’s hair, and he had a leather belt around his 
waist. His food was locusts and wild honey. 5 People went out to him from 
Jerusalem and all Judea and the whole region of the Jordan. 6 Confessing their 
sins, they were baptized by him in the Jordan River. 
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming to where he 
was baptizing, he said to them: “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee 
from the coming wrath? 8 Produce fruit in keeping with repentance. 9 And do not 
think you can say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our father.’ I tell you that 
out of these stones God can raise up children for Abraham. 10 The ax is already 
at the root of the trees, and every tree that does not produce good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 
11 “I baptize you with[b] water for repentance. But after me comes one who is 
more powerful than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will baptize you 
with[c] the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will 
clear his threshing floor, gathering his wheat into the barn and burning up the 
chaff with unquenchable fire.” 
The Baptism of Jesus 
13 Then Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to be baptized by John. 14 But 
John tried to deter him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come 
to me?” 
15 Jesus replied, “Let it be so now; it is proper for us to do this to fulfill all 
righteousness.” Then John consented. 
16 As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment 
heaven was opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and 
alighting on him. 17 And a voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; 
with him I am well pleased.” 

Plant the Good News of Jesus Christ, grow mature disciples, and harvest the fruit of the Spirit for the needs of the world.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=matthew+3&version=NIV#fen-NIV-23196a
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