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1 Kings 18:21 (KJV)
“And Elijah came unto all the people, and said, How 
long halt ye between two opinions? if the LORD be 
God, follow him: but if Baal, then follow him. And the 
people answered him not a word.”

Revelation 2:20 (KJV)
“Notwithstanding I have a few things against thee, 
because thou sufferest that woman Jezebel, which 
calleth herself a prophetess, to teach and to seduce 
my servants…”
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Week 1 — The Couple

When Compromise Marries Control

________________________________

1 Kings 16:30–33 KJV
“And Ahab the son of Omri did evil in the sight of 
the LORD above all that were before him.
 
And it came to pass, as if it had been a light thing 
for him to walk in the sins of Jeroboam the son of 
Nebat, that he took to wife Jezebel… and went 
and served Baal, and worshipped him.
 
And he reared up an altar for Baal in the house of 
Baal, which he had built in Samaria.
 
And Ahab made a grove; and Ahab did more to 
provoke the LORD God of Israel to anger than all 
the kings of Israel that were before him.”

________________________________
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Before we study Ahab and Jezebel as 
spiritual patterns, we need to understand 
the atmosphere that formed them.

Ahab did not rise in a spiritually healthy kingdom. 

He inherited the throne of northern Israel after 
generations of compromise had already 
weakened the nation. 

Jeroboam had introduced false worship through 
the golden calves, and Omri, Ahab’s father, had 
strengthened Israel politically while leaving it 
spiritually compromised. 

So Ahab inherited power, structure, and 
influence — but not covenant faithfulness.

Jezebel was the daughter of Ethbaal, king of the 
Zidonians. Her background was rooted in royalty, 
idolatry, and Baal worship. 

When she came into Israel, she did not come to 
be converted to Israel’s God. 



 of 4 40

She came carrying the gods, values, 
and methods of her father’s house.
It absolutely matters what gains exposure into your life - it absolutely matters 
what temperatures are established as normal operating procedures in a home. 

It absolutely matters what we name as good, and bad.  

Isaiah 5:20 KJV
“Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that put darkness for light, 
and light for darkness; that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!”

Together, they created a dangerous spiritual 
climate. Ahab inherited tolerated compromise. 

Jezebel imported aggressive idolatry
Under their influence - 
prophets were persecuted, 
truth became dangerous, 
false worship became normal, 
Israel learned how to limp between two opinions.

That is why this study matters.

We are not studying them to label people. 
We are studying them to discern patterns. 

Ahab and Jezebel reveal what happens when 
compromise and control find room in a life, a 
home, or a people.

And before we confront it anywhere else, 
we must ask: has it found room in me?
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We are not studying Ahab and Jezebel 
because they are ancient villains. 

We are studying them because Scripture 
preserves their story as a warning. 

Their lives show us what happens when 
compromised authority partners with 
manipulative influence. 

Ahab gives space to what God hates, 
and Jezebel fills that space with an agenda 
against the word of the Lord. 

Together, they create a system where false 
worship feels normal, prophetic truth feels 
offensive, and compromise becomes policy.

But before we look for this in a church, a culture, 
or a nation, we must first ask whether it has found 
room in our homes. 

Because what we tolerate in private eventually 
becomes practiced in public. 
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And if our walk with God is compromised in the 
house, it must be confronted — 
not for our embarrassment, 
but for the salvation of our souls.

Ahab is introduced in 1 Kings 16 as a king 
who did evil above all that were before him. 

Scripture says it was a light thing for him to 
walk in the sins of Jeroboam, so he took 
Jezebel to wife and went and served Baal. 

That phrase is sobering: “as if it had been a light 
thing.” In other words, what should have 
terrified him no longer troubled him.

That is where compromise begins. 
Not when sin becomes public, 
but when sin becomes light. 

When conviction gets quieter. 
When warning feels excessive. 
When we begin to tolerate what once grieved us.
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Ahab and Jezebel should 
not be studied separately only. 

Their partnership is theologically important. 

Ahab represents corrupted authority 
that allows compromise. 
Jezebel represents manipulative influence 
that exploits corrupted authority. 

Together, they create a system.
Where:

Power becomes detached from righteousness. 
Worship becomes detached from truth. 
Leadership becomes detached from accountability. 
Prophets are replaced with flatterers. 
Conviction is treated as hostility. 
Desire is treated as entitlement. 
Compromise becomes policy. 
Fear silences truth.

This matters because the spirit of Ahab and 
Jezebel is not merely about marriage roles. 

It is not as simple as saying, “He is Ahab and she 
is Jezebel,” or “She is Ahab and he is Jezebel.” 
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These are spiritual patterns. 
They can operate through relationships, systems, 
ministries, homes, and even through one person.

One person can be Ahab in one 
moment and Jezebel in another. 

A man can abdicate responsibility when he should 
lead, and then manipulate when he wants his way. 

A woman can tolerate compromise in one area 
and intimidate accountability in another. 

A leader can avoid confrontation 
publicly but privately control narratives 
to protect their appetite.

So we are not teaching this to diagnose 
everybody else. We are teaching this to 
gain tools of confrontation, discernment, 
repentance, and freedom.

In 1 Kings 21, this pattern is seen clearly. 
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Ahab wants Naboth’s vineyard. 

Naboth refuses because the land is tied to 
inheritance. This was not merely a real estate 
decision. This was covenant conviction. 

Naboth says, 
“The LORD forbid it me, 
that I should give the inheritance of 
my fathers unto thee.”

Ahab hears a righteous boundary and 
reacts like an entitled child. 

He goes home heavy and displeased, 
lays down on his bed, turns away his face, 
and refuses to eat. 

Here is compromised authority: 
he has a throne, but cannot govern his appetite.

Then Jezebel enters. 
She asks, “Dost thou now govern the kingdom of 
Israel?” In other words, “Are you king or not?”
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Warning: 
To the ones that try to challenge righteous 
conviction in sheer grit and earthly authority 
(i.e. Naboth) - a tell tell sign, Jezebel is lurking. 

Just because earthly power is available 
doesn’t mean it is righteously permitted.    

________________________________

Jezebels solution is not righteousness. 
Her solution is manipulation. 

She writes letters in Ahab’s name, seals them with 
his seal, calls a fast, appoints false witnesses, 
and has Naboth murdered.

That is what happens when compromise 
marries control. Ahab desires what he should not 
have. Jezebel obtains it by methods God hates. 

Ahab’s passivity does not make him innocent. 
Jezebel’s aggression does not make her independent. 

They are working together.
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The lesson is this: tolerated compromise 
eventually invites stronger darkness to 
manage what we refuse to confront.

There was an article several years back about a 
man that made a pet out of a baby gorilla.  

For a while the gorilla grew as a friend. Eventually 
the gorilla gain strength. The thing that once made 

a friend became the death of the owner.  

What you tolerate one day will 
eventually grow into death. 

This begins in the house. 
If compromise lives unchecked in our private life, 
eventually it will shape what we call normal. 

It will influence the kinds of ministries we listen to. 
It will affect the friendships we find comfort in. 
It will change our appetite for preaching. 

It will make truth sound harsh 
and flattery sound spiritual.

That is why Elijah’s ministry was necessary. 
Elijah does not come to negotiate with the system. 
He comes to confront it. 
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In 1 Kings 18, he asks Israel, “How long halt ye 
between two opinions? if the LORD be God, 
follow him: but if Baal, then follow him.”

That is the question of Week 1. 

How long will we limp between two opinions? 
How long will we love God publicly 
but tolerate Baal privately? 

How long will we want revival in the church 
while refusing confrontation in the house?

The mercy of God is that He confronts 
what is killing us. The prophetic word is 
not sent to embarrass us. It is sent to save us.

Prayer - So we begin here: 

Lord, show me where I have tolerated compromise. 
Show me where I have used control to protect appetite. 
Show me where conviction has started feeling like hostility. 
Show me where my home has made room for what Your 
Kingdom resists.

Because freedom begins when we stop 
defending what God is trying to deliver us from.

________________________________


