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NO ADDITIVES

Grace: According to Galatians

:«/'//

Galatians 5:1 (ESV)
For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and
do not submit again to a yoke of slavery.

Galatians 2:21 (KJV)
“I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness
come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.”

(Genesis 16; 21 | interpretive lens)



There 1s a kind of disobedience that looks like obedience.

There is a kind of unbelief that still
uses God’s vocabulary.

And there is a kind of religion that
doesn’t reject God —it assists Him.

Genesis 16 is not the story of atheists.
It’s the story of believers who got tired of waiting.

God had spoken to Abram. Not in riddles. Not in maybes.

A promise: “Iwill...”
A future: a son.

A lineage.

A covenant.

But the clock kept ticking. The tent stayed quiet.
Sarah’s body stayed barren.

And the longer the silence lasted,
the louder the flesh became.

Because time has a way of testing what we really trust.
It doesn’t only test patience.



It tests whether we believe God is enough...
without our help.

So Sarah looked at the promise and did what

human logic always does when grace feels slow:

she tried to fix the timeline.

“Here 1s Hagar,” she said.
And Abram agreed.

And in that moment, nobody cursed God.
Nobody stopped praying.

Nobody tore down an altar.

They simply added an ingredient.

And the tragedy of additives is this:
they always feel reasonable at first.

They feel like wisdom.
Like responsibility.
Like maturity.

But “helping God” is never maturity.

It is simply flesh wearing a spiritual suit.
And Ishmael was conceived.

Not from rebellion—

but from revision.
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Paul later writes words that explain
Genesis 16 with surgical clarity:

“I do not frustrate the grace of God: for if righteousness
come by the law, then Christ is dead in vain.” (Gal. 2:21)

Paul says grace can be “frustrated.”
Not defeated —frustrated.

Not erased —nullified in effect.
To “nullify” is to set aside, to invalidate,

to treat as unnecessary.

Grace is not weak—
but it refuses to function alongside human contribution.

Grace will not share the stage with flesh.
That is why Genesis 16 matters.

Because Hagar is not just a person in a story.

Hagar is a principle: the human attempt to assist what
God promised to accomplish.

And Ishmael becomes the living proof of what happens
when we try to add to grace.



50f13

Every time humanity tried to help God,
grace was frustrated.
Every time humanity trusted God,
grace prevailed.

Let’s be honest: most additives are
added in seasons of delay.

Abram believed God.
But belief under pressure is often tempted
to become management.

The flesh would rather manage
outcomes than confess inability.

The Bible never denies effort.

But when flesh is placed in the drivers seat of grace -
it will always try to create substitutes, additives,

to the Kingdom truth that we are meant

to live by faith and faith alone.

And additives always become slavery.

Because once you add something to grace, you have to
keep adding more to sustain what grace never intended to
share.




That’s what happened in Abraham’s house.

Genesis 16 1s the moment the promise was
“supplemented.” And once promise is supplemented,
relationships fracture:

Hagar begins to despise Sarah.

Sarah blames Abraham.

Abraham tries to stay neutral.

Everyone is managing consequences they never
intended to create.

That is always the fruit of “helping God.”
It doesn’t just alter doctrine. It alters atmosphere.

It doesn’t just distort theology.
It distorts relationships.

Because flesh cannot produce grace’s outcome —
only grace can.
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And yet God is merciful.
God meets Hagar in the wilderness.
God promises to care for Ishmael.

God does not become cruel because
Abraham became controlling.

He i1s still God.
As such, Grace 1s not defeated.

Now fast-forward to Genesis 21.
After years of human effort, God finally does what He
said He would do the way He said He would do it.

Sarah conceives—when her body is
beyond its natural ability.

Isaac is born—the child of laughter, the child of
promise, the child of impossible grace.

And suddenly, the house holds two sons:
e One born by the flesh
e One born by promise

This is Paul’s entire Galatians
argument in one living room.



And here comes the conflict: Ishmael mocks Isaac.

Why? Because when flesh is exposed as substituted
grace, it’ll always persecutes true grace.

So Sarah says something that sounds harsh until you
understand the stakes:

“Cast out the slave woman and her son.”
God agrees.

Not because Ishmael is worthless—God cares for him.

But because Ishmael cannot inherit with Isaac.

Here is the revelation:

Flesh and promise cannot co-inherit.
Self-effort and grace cannot share the throne.
Grace stands alone —or not at all.
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At one point or another you have to settle in the
pilgrimage of your soul - are you going to rely on the
grace of God, or will you depend on your hand of might.

One option carries the birthright of inheritance, the other
carries the false-hope.

Joshua 24:15 (KJV) - “... but as for me and my house,
we will serve the Lord.”

Philippians 2:12-13 (KJV) - “...but now much more in

my absence (do it when pastor isn’t around... do it when the music isn’t playing...
do it when the lights are off and the affirmations have left... do what?), work out
your own salvation with fear and trembling. For it is God
which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good
pleasure.”

God does not measure your works by quantity, visibility,
or difficulty.

He measures by source.

Jesus said, “Apart from Me you can do nothing.”
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Two people can do the same deed —
e one from self-reliance, dead work;
e one from trust, living fruit.

Same deed. Different origin. Different verdict.
So where does the law fit now?
Not as a courtroom.

As a map.

The law no longer condemns,
justifies, or threatens the believer.

But 1t still instructs, defines, reveals God’s character.

And the Spirit does not abolish God’s standards —
He writes them into the heart.

ALTAR CALL:
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2 Corinthians 12:8-10 (KJV)

For this thing I besought the Lord thrice, that it might
depart from me. And he said unto me, My grace is
sufficient for thee: for my strength is made perfect in
weakness. Most gladly therefore will I rather glory in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake:
for when I am weak, then am I strong.

Paul teaches us a reality that many only learn at the end of
themselves: grace meets you at your road’s end.

When you have prayed, waited, tried, and still find the
thorn present, God does not answer with removal —He
answers with Himself.

The enemy has tried to flood your mind with intimidation,
speaking a language of substitution:
“Add this. Do something more. Fix it yourself.”

He does not want you to give up control; he wants you to
settle for a false peace that comes from managing the wait
rather than trusting God in it.
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But hear the word of the Lord tonight— waiting in His
presence is His call. And if the thorn is still there, it does
not mean God is absent.

It means His grace is sufficient. Speak faith in the valley.
Lean into weakness.

Because when you reach the end of yourself, grace has
already arrived —and it is enough.

Stop trying to produce Isaac with Hagar.

Stop supplementing what God promised to supply.

Stop mixing grace with additives and calling it maturity.
Because the gospel does not need your help.

It needs your trust.

And when trust is finally full, Isaac will laugh in your
house.




13 0f 13

Grace is not destroyed by rejection.
Grace 1s destroyed by revision.

And the invitation is not to try harder—
it is to stop helping God.

Because every time humanity tried to help God, grace was
frustrated.

Every time humanity trusted God, grace prevailed.
So let the Ishmael go.

Not your effort— your authorship.
Not your discipline—your confidence in self.

Not obedience —the belief that obedience earns what
only grace gives.

And let Isaac live.
Let promise live.
Let sonship live.
Let grace be grace.




