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IN THE

MIRROR

Ecclesiastes 12:13

“Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter:
Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this
is the whole duty of man.”
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There is something powerful about
who wrote those words.

This was not a poor man
wishing he had more.

This was not a broken man
explaining away disappointment.

This was Solomon — the wealthiest king,

the wisest man, the builder of kingdoms,

the collector of treasures, the pursuer of pleasure,
and the owner of opportunities

most men only dream about.

Ecclesiastes is Solomon’s life experiment.

He tasted success. He chased pleasure.

He built, acquired, studied, ruled, and achieved.
He climbed every mountain the world

tells men to climb.

Then, when the experiment was over,
he gave us the conclusion:

“Fear God, and keep his commandments:
for this is the whole duty of man.”
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That.. is.. the.. mirror..

Not the mirror that shows a man his face, age,
strength, or appearance. This mirror reveals the
soul. It asks,

“What kind of man have you become before God?”
Father’s Day is a beautiful day.

It is right to honor fathers and

celebrate men who carry responsibility,
provide for their homes, protect their families,
and stand in difficult places.

But Father’s Day should also become a holy
moment — a call for fathers, families, and the
whole church to return to what matters most.

The greatest gift a father can give his family
IS not merely provision and protection.

Provision matters, but provision without
presence leaves a home empty.

Protection matters, but protection without
spiritual covering leaves a family exposed.
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A name, a house, a paycheck, and a future all
matter, but none of them are enough if the man
building them is not surrendered to God.

The greatest gift a father can give
his house is a life that fears God.

And this reaches beyond fathers.
Every believer is building something.
Every home is being shaped by something.

Every life is reflecting something.

The question is not whether
we are influencing people.

The question is what kind
of influence we carry.

Solomon teaches us that the
mirror of success can lie.
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A man can have money and still be empty.

He can have influence and still be lost.

He can be respected in public and absent in private.
He can build a business and lose his home.

He can provide a lifestyle and fail to leave a legacy.
He can be admired by strangers and spiritually
unknown by his own children.

There is always two mirrors a play

in a believers life: The mirror of the flesh
and the mirror of the Lord...

One tempts you, the other calls you.

The world tells men to spend
their lives accumulating.

God tells men to spend their lives preparing.

Preparing for eternity.
Preparing to stand before God.
Preparing their homes.
Preparing their children.
Preparing their souls.

There is nothing wrong with working, building,
producing, leading, and providing.
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Men ought to carry responsibility.

But if a man builds everything except a life that
honors God, he will eventually discover what
Solomon discovered: everything still is not
enough.

The mirror of success says,
“Look at what you have.”
The mirror of God says,
“Look at who you are.”

James says a man can hear the Word and not do it,
and he becomes like someone who looks in a mirror,
walks away, and forgets what kind of man he is.

That is terrifying.

It is possible to hear truth and leave unchanged.
It is possible to feel conviction and still protect
what God is confronting. It is possible to respect
the Bible but not obey it. It is possible to agree
with preaching but never let it govern the hidden
places of the heart.
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The Word of God is a mirror.
It does not flatter us. It reveals us.

It shows us where we are proud, passive,
angry, distracted, and compromised.

It shows us where we have been present
physically but absent spiritually.

It shows us where we have led Iin
provision but failed to lead in prayer.

But the mirror of the Word is not meant to shame
us. It is meant to save us.

Perhaps there is something prophetic in the
fact that the brazen laver was made from
mirrors. The priest could not move from the
altar into deeper service without first stopping
at the laver. After sacrifice came reflection.
After repentance came washing. After the
blood dealt with guilt, the laver confronted the
man. It was as if God was saying, “Before you
go further, look honestly at what grace is

cleansing.”
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The mirror of Conviction is not
God trying to embarrass us.

Conviction is God inviting us to become whole.

Fathers, our families do not need us to be flawless.
They need us to be faithful.
They do not need men who pretend to have no weakness.

They need men who know
where to bring their weakness.

They need fathers who can say, “l was wrong.”

Fathers who can repent.
Fathers who can pray under pressure.
Fathers who can obey God when it is inconvenient.
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You may have carried the imprint of destructive
parenting in the hidden places of your heart, but when
God brings you to the Kingdom mirror, He is not
showing you what broke you — He is revealing who
He is calling you to become.

You are not the sum of your parents’ mistakes.
You are not the product of every bad
decision made before you.

You are not doomed by the generation you were born into,
the dysfunction you were raised around, or the broken
patterns you inherited.

The.. Lord.. breaks.. chains..

At the mention of His name, curses lose their authority.
At the sound of His Word, death has to back up.

In the power of His presence, healing is not
just possible — healing is available.

What wounded you does not have to define you.
What shaped you does not have to own you.
What came before you does not

have to continue through you.

Because when the Lord steps into a family line, cycles can
end, chains can break, and a new story can begin.




ALTAR:

So to the fathers...
BE the Mirror your family can follow.

Not a perfect mirror. Not a flawless mirror.
But a mirror nonetheless.

Children learn what matters by
watching what we prioritize.

They learn how to pray by
watching whether we pray.

They learn how to repent by watching
whether we repent.

They learn how to respond to pressure
by watching what comes out of us when
life squeezes us.

But church, this is not only for fathers.
Every believer reflects something. Every
attitude reflects something. Every home
reflects something. Every private decision
reflects something.
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Am | reflecting Christ or culture?
Humility or pride? Faith or fear? Prayer or
pressure? Eternity or temporary things?

Joshua said, “As for me and my house,
we will serve the LORD.”

That is not passive language. That is a man
standing in the mirror and making a decision.

Joshua would take the position:

“I cannot control every house, but | will

take responsibility for mine. | cannot choose
for every family, but | will lead this family. As
long as there is breath in my body, | will point
my house toward the Lord.”

That is the kind of father this generation needs.
That is the kind of believer the church needs.

Not merely successful men. Surrendered men.
Not merely talented people. Faithful people.
Not merely people who can build houses.
People who can build altars.
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Solomon had everything and still came back to
this: “Fear God, and keep his commandments.”

The man who had everything discovered
that everything was not enough.

So today, Father’s Day becomes more than
a celebration. It becomes a summons.

Men, look in the mirror.
Church, look in the mirror.

Not to be condemned. Not to rehearse
every failure. But to let God call us higher.

If we have been passive, let us become present.
If we have been prayerless, let us build an altar.
If we have been distracted, let us return to what matters.

One day every life will be summarized.
What will matter most will not be the size
of our house, the balance of our account,
the title beside our name, or the applause
of people who barely knew our soul.



What will matter is this:

Did we fear God?

Did we obey His Word?

Did we invest in eternity?

Did we become who God called us to be?

The wisest man who ever lived discovered
that the greatest achievement in life is not
gaining the world.

It is remaining faithful to God.
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