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THE SOUND BEEORE

~ THE FIRE

Acts 2:1-4 (ESV)

When the day of Pentecost arrived, they were all together
in one place. And suddenly there came from heaven a
sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire
house where they were sitting. And divided tongues as of
fire appeared to them and rested on each one of them. And
they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to
speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.
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Before they saw fire, they heard a sound.

Pentecost did not begin with what they saw.
Pentecost began with what they heard.

Before there were cloven tongues like as of fire, there was
a sound from heaven as of a rushing mighty wind.

That means Pentecost was not silent.

The birth of the church had a sound.
The arrival of the promise had a sound.
The coming of the Spirit had a sound.
The interruption of heaven had a sound.

And that gives us a powerful preaching thought:

The supernatural often announces itself before it
reveals itself.

Sometimes before you see the fire, you hear the sound.
Before you see the manifestation, something begins to
stir.

Before you see the harvest, there is travail.

Before you see revival, there is prayer.

Before you see the flame, there 1s a sound in the room.
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Revival is never as quiet as religion wants it to be,
because when heaven enters a room, silence loses
control.

John 3:7-8 (ESV)

Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born
again.” The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its
sound, but you do not know where it comes from or
where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the
Spirit.”

There are moments in Scripture where God
announces His movement with sound.

At creation, God spoke.

In Exodus, Mount Sinai trembled with thunderings,
trumpet blasts, and the voice of God.

At Jericho, the walls did not fall until there was a shout.

In Ezekiel’s valley, before the bones stood as an army,
there was a noise and a shaking.

At Jesus’ baptism, a voice came from heaven.
At Pentecost, before fire appeared, sound filled the house.

God has never been afraid of holy sound.
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He is not intimidated by worship.
He is not embarrassed by prayer.
He is not offended by travail.

He is not disturbed by desperation.

In fact, many times in Scripture, when God gets ready to
move, heaven makes an announcement.

Acts 2:2 says:

“And suddenly there came a sound from heaven...”

This 1s important.

The sound did not come from personality.

It did not come from hype.

It did not come from human production.

It did not come from emotional manipulation.

It came from heaven.

That means the upper room was not trying to manufacture
something.

They were not trying to create a moment.
They were not trying to force a feeling.

They had positioned themselves in obedience, unity, and
expectation — and heaven supplied the sound.
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There is a difference between noise from earth and sound
from heaven.

Earthly noise can stir emotions.
Heavenly sound awakens spirits.

Earthly noise can move a crowd.
Heavenly sound can birth a church.

Earthly noise can create energy.
Heavenly sound releases power.

The church does not need manufactured noise.
But neither does it need sterile silence.

What we need is the sound that comes from heaven.

The upper room did not create the sound; it created
the environment where heaven could release it.

This church as nice as it is, does not and cannot create the sound...
programs as wonderful as they are cannot create the sound... but they
can help establish an environment where heaven can release a sound.

When that sound come... atmospheres change; circumstance subsides.
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Acts 2:2 says the sound:
““filled all the house where they were sitting.”
Then verse 3 says:

““And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as
of fire...”

Notice the order:

First, the sound filled the house.
Then, the fire sat upon each of them.

Corporate atmosphere came before individual
manifestation.

The house was filled before the people were marked.
That matters.

Pentecost was not just personal.
Pentecost was corporate.

The sound did not merely touch one corner.
It filled the whole house.

There is something powerful about a room that becomes
saturated with heaven.

Before the fire sat on individual heads, the sound filled the
gathered house.
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Maybe this is why unity matters.

Maybe this is why corporate prayer matters.
Maybe this is why worship matters.

Maybe this is why atmosphere matters.

Because there are some things God does on individuals,
but there are also some things God releases into rooms.

When heaven fills the house, fire can fall on anybody
in the room.

Acts 2:2 says the sound was *‘as of a rushing mighty
wind.”

Wind i1s invisible, but undeniable.

You may not see wind itself, but you can see what it
touches. Trees bend. Waters shift. Dust moves. Sails fill.

That is how the Spirit often works. You may not always
be able to explain Him, schedule Him, or control Him —
but when He moves, something changes.

For ten days, they had waited in obedience. They had
prayed, gathered, surrendered, and stayed. There was no
public platform, no crowd, no miracle line, no outward
demonstration.
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Then suddenly, silence was interrupted.
The sound of heaven filled the house.

And what began as a sound from heaven became a sound
through the church.

The wind filled the room.

The fire rested upon them.

Then they began to speak as the Spirit gave them
utterance.

That is the progression of Pentecost:

Heaven made a sound.
The Spirit marked the people.
Then the church found its voice.

Pentecost did not end with them hearing something. It
ended with them saying something.

At Babel, language was confused and people were
scattered. But at Pentecost, language was anointed and
nations were gathered. At Babel, men used speech to
build a name for themselves. At Pentecost, God used
surrendered tongues to declare His wonderful works.

So Pentecost is not noise for noise’s sake.
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It is not emotionalism.
It is not chaos.
It is not performance.

It is heaven putting its sound inside human vessels.

The Holy Ghost does not leave the church silent. He gives
utterance. He restores prayer. He awakens praise. He
produces witness. He releases boldness.

And maybe that is what some of us need restored — not
just our fire, but our sound.

Life has a way of making people quiet.

Weariness can quiet your worship.
Disappointment can quiet your expectation.
Fear can quiet your witness.

Routine can quiet your hunger.

Pressure can quiet your prayer.

But Pentecost is heaven interrupting silence.

ALTAR CALL (CLOSING):
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Pentecost 1s not just atmosphere.
Pentecost is experience.

The sound was not the fullness.
The fire was not the fullness.
The feeling was not the fullness.

The text says:

“They were all filled with the Holy Ghost,
and began to speak...”

The Spirit gave utterance.

The point is that the church must recover
the sound of Spirit-filled people.

Not noise for noise’s sake.

But prayer.
Praise.
Travail.
Tongues.
Witness.

Bold declaration.
The wonderful works of God.
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Before the fire appeared, there was a sound from heaven.

And today, I believe God is trying to restore a sound to
His church.

Some of you have gone quiet under pressure.

Life has quieted your prayer.

Weariness has quieted your worship.
Disappointment has quieted your expectation.
Fear has quieted your witness.

Routine has quieted your hunger.

But Pentecost is heaven interrupting silence.

Today, the Lord is not merely calling us to remember the
sound that filled an upper room.

He is calling us to become the people who carry that
sound again.

If you need the Holy Ghost, this promise is for you.
If you need fresh fire, this altar is for you.

If you need your prayer restored, your worship restored,
your boldness restored, your spiritual voice restored —
come.

Let heaven put its sound back in you.



