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1. John wrote Revelation

1\ ‘[, John, your brother and partner
“'ln the tribulation and the kingdom
and the patient endurance thatiare in




 fellow companion in tribulation

‘| have said these things to you, that in me you may have peace. In the world
you will have tribulation. But take heart; | have overcome the world.” Jn 16:33

“We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.” Acts 14:22

“that no one be moved by these afflictions. For you yourselves know that we
are destined for this. 4 For when we were with you, we kept telling you
beforehand that we were to suffer affliction, just as it has come to pass, and
just as you know.” 1 Thess 3:3-4

“Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces
endurance, 4 and endurance produces character, and character produces
hope,” . Rom 5:3-4
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« persecuted for the gospel

“‘Remember the word that | said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his
master.” If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my
word, they will also keep yours.” Jn 15:20

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness' sake, for theirs is the
kingdom of heaven.” Mt5:10

“all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,” 2 Tim 3:12
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2. When & how John wrote

“| was in the Spirit on the Lord's day” Rev 1:10
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* in the spirit

“God is spirit, and those who worship him must worship in spirit and truth.”
Jn 4:24

“‘Do you not know that you are God’'s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in
you?” 1 Cor 3:16

“You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to
him.” Rom 8:9

‘I know a man in Christ who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third
heaven — whether in the body or out of the body | do not know, God knows.”
2 Cor 12:2

But | say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.”
Gal 5:16
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« on the Lord’s day

“Therefore let no one pass judgment on you in questions of food and drink, or
with regard to a festival or a new moon or a Sabbath. 17 These are a shadow of
the things to come, but the substance belongs to Christ.” Col 2:16-17

Day of Pentecost on the first day of the week (Lev 23:15-22; Acts 2:1-4)

“Now when he rose early on the first day of the week” Mk 16:9

“‘On the first day of every week, each of you is to put something aside and
store it up, as he may prosper, so that there will be no collecting when | come.”
1 Cor 16:2

“On the first day of the week, when we were gathered together to break bread,
Paul talked with them [in Troas] , intending to depart on the next day, and he
prolonged his speech until midnight.” Acts 20:7
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 taking dictation

“saying, ‘Write what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to
Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to
Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” Rev 1:11

- Record what you see & hear

- Jesus’ message was contoured to seven churches
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3. The voice of the Lord

“and | heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet ... 2 Then |
turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, and on turning |
saw seven golden lampstands, ¥ and in the midst of the
lampstands one like a son of man,” Rev 1:10,12-13
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* like a trumpet

‘And he will send out his angels with a loud trumpet call, and they
will gather his elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.”
Mt 24:31

‘in @ moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet
will sound, and the dead will be raised imperishable, and we shall be
changed.” 1 Cor 15:52

“For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with
the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the
dead in Christ will rise first.” 1 Thess 4:16

“and the sound of a trumpet and a voice whose words made the hearers beg
that no further messages be spoken to them.” Heb 12:19
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» / golden lampstands = churches

“the seven lampstands are the seven churches.” Rev 1:20
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Arch of Titus in Rome depicting the looting of the treasures of Jerusalem
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“Again, Jesus spoke to them, saying, ‘| am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will not walk in darkness, but will have the
light of life.” Jn 8:12

“You are the light of the world.” Mt 5:14
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e in the “midst”

“For where two or three are gathered in my name, there am | among them.”
Mt 18:20

“Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a man attested to you by
God with mighty works and wonders and signs that God did through him in your
midst, as you yourselves know” Acts 2:22

“that you may be blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the
midst of a crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in
the world, ” Phil 2:15
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4. The great high priest

“‘clothed with a long robe and with a golden sash around his
chest.” Rev 1:13
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“Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through
the heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our
confession.” Heb 4:14

“For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and
men, the man Christ Jesus” 1 Tim 2:5
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5. The great judge

“The hairs of his head were white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes
were like a flame of fire, 13 his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in
a furnace,” Rev 1:14-15
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‘I lifted up my eyes and looked, and behold, a man clothed in linen, with
a belt of fine gold from Uphaz around his waist. ¢ His body was like beryl,
his face like the appearance of lightning, his eyes like flaming torches,
his arms and legs like the gleam of burnished bronze,” Dan 10:5-6
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 \White hair like wool

- White is often a symbol of — purity & wisdom

- Wool is from a sheep and is both symbolic of us (sheep) and of
Jesus (Passover Lamb)

“Behold, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” Jn 1:29

“‘Come now, let us reason together, says the Lord: though your sins are like
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they are red like crimson, they
shall become like wool.” Is 1:18
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* Eyes like fire, feet like bronze/brass

- bronze/brass is used in Scripture to represent judgment

- bronze/brass results from a smelting process involving intense
fire which symbolizes the fiery nature of God's justice and the
payment for sin

Examples: brazen altar (Ex 27) & bronze serpent (Num 21)

“‘each one's work will become manifest, for the Day will disclose it, because it
will be revealed by fire, and the fire will test what sort of work each one has
done.” 1 Cor 3:13
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6. The inescapable One

“and his voice was like the roar of many waters.” Rev 1:15

“and the sound of his words like the sound of a multitude.” Dan 10:6
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Where shall | go from your Spirit? Or where shall | flee from your presence?
Ps 139:7

And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the
eyes of him to whom we must give account. Heb 4:13

“And people shall enter the caves of the rocks and the holes of the ground,
from before the terror of the Lord, and from the splendor of his majesty, when
he rises to terrify the earth.” Is 2:19-21

“Then the kings of the earth and the great ones and the generals and the rich
and the powerful, and everyone, slave and free, hid themselves in the caves
and among the rocks of the mountains, ' calling to the mountains and rocks,
‘Fall on us and hide us from the face of him who is seated on the throne, and
from the wrath of the Lamb, 17 for the great day of their wrath has come,
and who can stand?”” Rev 6:15-16
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/. In His right hand

“In his right hand he held seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp
two-edged sword, and his face was like the sun shining in full
strength.” Rev 1:16
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« stars = angels = messengers = pastors

“the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches” Rev 1:20

e sword

‘For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-
edged sword, piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints
and of marrow, and discerning the thoughts and intentions of the
heart.” Heb 4:12
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e countenance

“‘who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable light, whom no
one has ever seen or can see.” 1 Tim6:16

“Aaron and all the people of Israel saw Moses, and behold, the skin of his
face shone, and they were afraid to come near him.” Ex 34:30

“And he was transfigured before them, and his face shone like the sun,
and his clothes became white as light.” Mt 17:2

“His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow.” Mt 28:3
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8. Every knee will bow

“When | saw him, | fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right
hand on me, saying, “Fear not, | am the first and the last,” Rev 1:17
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« John fell like a dead man

“And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men.” Mt 28:4
“Jesus said to them, “| am he,” they drew back and fell to the ground.” Jn 18:6

“Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus, and suddenly a light from
heaven shone around him. 4 And falling to the ground, he heard a voice saying to
him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting me?” Acts 9:3-4

“that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of
those on earth, and of those under the earth, 1 and that every tongue should
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” Pnil 2:10-11

“for it is written, ‘As | live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every
tongue shall confess to God.”” Rom 14:11
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 “Do not be afraid”

“Let not your hearts be troubled. ... 27 Peace | leave with you; my
peace | give to you. Not as the world gives do | give to you. Let not
your hearts be troubled, neither let them be afraid.” Jn 14:1,27

“There is no fear in love; but perfect love casts out fear” 1 Jn 4:18
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9. He's alive

“and the living one. | died, and behold | am alive forevermore, and |
have the keys of Death and Hades.” Rev 1:18
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» graveyard dead

“For | delivered to you as of first importance what | also received: that
Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4 that he was
buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the
Scriptures,” 1 Cor 15:3-4

 the keys of hell and death

“Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself
likewise partook of the same things, that through death he
might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the
devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to
lifelong slavery.” Heb 2:14-15
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10. God’s outline of Revelation

“Write therefore the things that you have seen, those that are and
those that are to take place after this.” Rev 1:19
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 \What was: chapter 1

 \What is: chapters 2-3

 \What shall be hereafter: chapters 4-22
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The Revelation is set in heaven and on earth — but its chapters
jump back and forth from one place to the other

Ch 1 — heaven

Ch 2-3 — earth

Chs 4-5 — heaven

Ch 6 — earth

Chs 7-8:6 — heaven
Chs 8:7-9 — earth

Ch 10 — heaven

Ch 11:1-13 — earth

Ch 11:14-19 — heaven
Chs 12-13:18 — earth
Chs 14-15:8 — heaven
Chs 16-18 — earth

Ch 19:1-16 — heaven
Chs 19:17-22 —earth
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Revelation fulfills the great prayer of Jesus:
Mt 6:10 “Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven”
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