-

™ SVWhy are young people rejectlng Chrlst|an|ty &

embracing hedonlsm & anarchy’?”

\\_’; —

— -

= — —

i 2025Sep14 Dan Fisher - Young People
Rejecting Christianity ‘ A




69-94% of youths have abandoned the faith of their

parents by the time they 'have graduated high school
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By JON MEACHAM

T WAS A SMALL DETAIL, A POINT OF COMPARISON BURIED IN THE ¥

H PARAGRAPH ON THE

17th page of a 24-page summary of the 2009 American Religious Identification Survey. But as
R. Albert Mohler Jr.—president of the Southern Baptist Theological Seminary, one of the largest on
earth—read over the document after its release in March, he was struck by a single sentence. For a be-

liever like Mohler—a starched, unflinchingly conservative Christian, s
particular province of the faith, devoted to preducing ministers who will preach the i

ceped in the theology of his
errancy of the

Bible and the Gospel of Jesus Christ as the only means to eternal life—the central news of the survey

was troubling enough: the number of Americans who claim no religious affi

ion has nearly dou-

bled since 1990, rising from 8 to 15 percent, Then came the point he could not get out of his mind: while the un-

affiliated have historically been cor

saw it, the historic foundation of Amenic

“That really hit me hard” he
tokl me Inst week. “The Northwest
was never as religons, never as
congregationalized, as the Worth-

s the frmedation, the

American religion. To

ghand struck me as mo-

Turming the report over

nhiler posted a de-

spairing onfine cobumn on the eve of
Holdy Week Inmenting the docline—
and, by implication, the imminent
sk i sl

wsy” Mohler wrote, “The most basic
contours of American cultore have

ian consensus of the
kst millennium  has  given  way
to a post-modern, post-Christian,
post-Western oulturad orisis which
threstens the very heart of our cul-
ture” When Mohler and 1 spoke
in the days aficr he wiote this, he
hiad grossm even gloom Tearly,
there is & mew narmtive, a post-
Christion narmiive, that is animat-
ing lange: portions:of this society”” he
from his office on campus in

e, Ky
There it was, an old term with
new urgency: port-Chrim. This is
ot to sy that the Christan God is
dead, bt that he is Jess of a foree in

ntrated in the Pacific Northwest, the report said, “this
changed, and the Northeast emerged in 2008 as the new stronghold of the religioushy uniden
s religious culture

acking.

staristic explains who we are
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The End
0

Christian

- America

i The percentage of
\ selfidentified Christians
has fallen 10 points in the

now—and what, as a nation,
we are about to become.

American pobitics and culture than at any other time in recent
memory. To the surprise of lberals who fear the sdvent of an
evangelical theocracy and to the dismay of religious conservatives

who long o see their faith more fully «

wessed in public Tife,

Cliristians are now making up 2 declining percentage of the

American population,
According to the A

merican Religious Identific

got Mohler’s attention, the percentage of sci-identi
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|| past two decades. How that
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tians are rediscovering the virtes

attern has now
ed.” As Mohler

has fillen 10 percentage points since
1990, from 56 1o 76 percent, The
Jewish population is 1.2 percent; the
Mbusdim, 0.6 percent. A separate Pew
Forum poll echoed the ARIS firad-
iz, reponting that the peroentage of
peeopbe who say they are anadfilinted
with ay particular Gith has dou-
el i pecent vears, to 16 pereent; in
terms of voting, this group grew
fiom 5 percent in 1988 to 12 percent
in 2008 —noughly the same pervent-
e of the electomte at Affican-
Armes 16, {Seventy-five percent of
unaffifiated wvoters chose Barack
Obama, a Christian.) Meamwhile,
the mumber of people willing to de-
seribe themsehves as ntheist or ag-
nostic has increased about fourfold
finm 1990 10 MWK, from | million to
about 3.6 million. (That iz about
double the number of, sy, Episos-
palinns in the United S
While we: rema
hugeed by refiggienas uith, war
plitics and our cultuse ase, in the
main, bess influenoed by movements
and arguments of an explicitly
Christian chamcter than they were
even five years ago. 1 think this
in & gooed thing—pood for our po-
lithcal cubture, which, as the Ameri-
can Founders saw, is complex and
charged enough without attempting
to compel or coeree religions beliel
istianity, too, in that many Chris-
sepasation of diwrch and

state that protects what Reger Williams, who fouvded Rhode 1s-
fand as a haven for redigious dissenters, called “the gaoden of the
church™ from “the wildemess of the world.” As crscial as religion

bhas beer and 1s o

specific Gith, but a oo
least frecdom of conscience. At our best, v

dng force
edoim— ol
¥wn out fz

11

... the) percentagelof seli-
identified Christians has
fallen 10 percentage points
since 1990, from 86 to 76
percent.”

Jon Meacham, “The End of Christian
America,” Newsweek, April 13, 2009,
page 34.
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....the number ofipeople
willinggto*describe
themselves as’atheist or
agnostic has increased
about fourfold:from 1990
to 2009, from 1 million to

about 3.6 million.”

Jon Meacham, “The End of Christian
America,” Newsweek, April 13, 2009,
page 34
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Gallup reported recently:

“U.S. church membership has fallen to 48% since
1999 — a 20-percentage-point decline.”
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The SBC’s numbers have dropped from 16.4
million just a few years ago to 14.8 million in 2018
— the lowest number in 32 yrs.

The other Mainline denominations’ have fallen by
50% in the past 50 years.
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,,F..America - largest number of:

® Churcheslsm / ’
e Christian Colle!e

e Christian Bookshops/ Resouré
e Christian Radio/TV 7




And vyet, we are becoming LESS

Christian every year
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. 1 “We are one generation away from

sme | the evaporation of church as we
'Ei"; . know it. Slowly but certainly the
| church of the future is headed
toward the morgue and will

ﬂll’g continue to do so unless we come
ﬂ p to better understand what s
happening and implement a clear,

””"Wﬂﬁfy W””Wfff:ﬁnrm biblical plan to circumvent it.”
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The Crisis is Real. The Responsihility is Ours.
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Among those who grew up in Christian homes:

63% do not believe Jesus is the Son of God
951% do not believe Jesus rose from the dead
/0% believe there is no absolute moral truth
58% believe all faiths teach equally valid truths

65% believe or suspect that there is no way to tell which
religion is true

68% believe that a good person who rejects the
fundamental teachings of Christianity can still be saved and
go to heaven
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Today, only 33% say church will play a
significant role In their lives after they leave

home — down from 55%-66% a few years ago.
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“It's not that they haven't
embraced a version of
Christianity; it's simply that
the version they believe in is

not buillt on the true
foundation of what biblical
Christianity is all about.”
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“Only 6% of born again believers have
a biblical worldview. ... 98% of
professed born-again young people
believe in Christ but they do not reflect
Christ-like attitudes or actions. ... our

research found that most Americans
have little idea how to integrate core
biblical principles to form a unified and
meaningful response to the challenges
and opportunities of life.” George Barna
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When are our kids jettisoning

“the faith™?
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Of all the 20 to 29-year-old evangelicals who
attended church regularly but no longer do so:

i

95% of them
attended church
regularly during

their elementary and
middle school years

iyt

55% attended church
regularly during high
school

!

11% were still going to
church during college

Source: Already Gone, Ken Ham & Britt Beemer



At what age did you begin to really question
contents in the Bible?

Grades K-3 §1.00%

Grades 4-6

T
Grades 7 9 _

High school yec s

Early college h —
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If you don't believe, when did you first
have doubts?

[
Don’t know I1.61%

Elementary school .4.37%

College - 10.57%
| |

Middle s~.:00l

High sc-oo0l
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Those who no
43.7% first had their

longer believe

39.8% first had doubts in high school
that all of o

doubts in middle
the accounts | 10.6% had
and stories in their
the Bible are first doubts
— during college

Source: Already Gone, Ken Ham & Britt



Of those who often attended Sunday School,
which of these makes you question the
Bible the most?

Miracles not true
Bible not make sense

Creation account

Too many rules

Earth not 10K yrs

None
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PROBLEM

'@, PSALM 11:3

pailt
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 \We have not fortified our own foundation

 We have attacked sinful practices rather than
the foundation of the enemy
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Un-fossilized dinosaur tissue found in Alaska in 1990
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red blood cells still present

2025Sep14 Dan Fisher - Young People
Rejecting Christianity




Incan stone carving
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Incan stone carving
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Incan stone carving
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Incan stone carving
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Native American petroglyph under the Kachina Bridge

T ‘W at Natural Bridges National
e 2 " Monument, Utah, USA.
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% > |
Fossilized hat found in a Tasmanian mine
that was fossilized in 50 yrs
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Discovered In a
vilage Iin New

Zealand that had
been covered by
volcanic ash. The
ham was petrified EEEENTS 5 e R Pl E
I only a few A SRR R

y _‘4‘ ’?}Sx ’4)-‘5,4"5'{( .,_’

years. 0l YRR

B PEIRIFED AN

Rejecting Christia




Stalactites at level 5 in the 55 yr.

old lead-zinc mine at Mt Isa, NW
Queensland, Australia.
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THE BIBLE
CAN'T BE TRUSTED
IN THIS

. SCIENTIFIC AGE.
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'D LIKE TO

SEE WHAT THE
| CHURCH CAN DO
M ABOUT THIS!
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“‘Guard what was committed to your trust, avoiding the
profane and idle babblings and contradictions of what is
falsely called knowledge 2! by professing it some have
strayed concerning the faith.” 1 Tim 6:20-21

But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and
always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks
you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness
and fear; 1 Pet3:15
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