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Sticks and stones ...

“The sin of bearing false witness”
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Are we nearing the bottom of the barrel?
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\What does the bottom look like?

Can a Christian be a practicing' homosexual/lesbian?

Can.a Christian be transgender?

Where is all this violence coming from?
How bad can it get?

Is there hope for a fallen culture?
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Pt 1: "How does a culture get to the bottom?
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“Thiss area is  heavily
TR Stimbered,  SpiritiEaker s in
B s R O between  me  and {the
S ﬁ )& mountain, and the mountain
g re IS a mile away, the mountain
- 7 Z ain’t gonna hurt me.”

Today Truman and his lodge
are buried: beneath 150’ of
volcanic debris.
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Rom 1:18 For the wrath _of God is revealed from
heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness
of men ...
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Pt 1: "How does a culture get to the bottom?
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Step 1: The truth is depreciated




Rom 1:18,25 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the
truth in unrighteousness, ... ?° because they exchanged the truth

about God for a lie

2 Tim 4:4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be
turned aside to fables.
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“When man forfeits God, he forfeits
virtue. ... unbelief and immorality
are inextricably intertwined. The
mind devoid of God’s truth has no
way to discriminate between truth
and falsehood, between right and
wrong, between the significant and
the trivial, between the truly
beautiful and the monstrous, or
between the ephemerals Kd the
eternal.” John MacArthur




Step 2: The church is deprived




Ezk 13:2-3,6-10,14-15 “Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of
Israel, who are prophesying, and say to those who prophesy from their
own hearts: ‘Hear the word of the Lord!’ 3 Thus says the Lord God, Woe to
the foolish prophets who follow their own spirit, and have seen nothing! ...
¢ They have seen false visions and lying divinations. They say, ‘Declares
the Lord,” when the Lord has not sent them, and yet they expect him to
fulfill their word. 7 Have you not seen a false vision and uttered a lying
divination, whenever you have said, ‘Declares the Lord," although | have
not spoken?” 8 Therefore thus says the Lord God: “Because you have
uttered falsehood and seen lying visions, therefore behold, | am against
you, declares the Lord God.
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9 My hand will be against the prophets who see false visions and who give
lying divinations. 1 Precisely because they have misled my
people, saying, '‘Peace,” when there is no peace, and because, when the
people build a wall, these prophets smear it with whitewash, ... * And |
will break down the wall that you have smeared with whitewash, and bring
it down to the ground, so that its foundation will be laid bare. When it falls,
you shall perish in the midst of it, and you shall know that | am
the Lord. 1 Thus will | spend my wrath upon the wall and upon those who
have smeared it with whitewash, and | will say to you, The wall is no more,
nor those who smeared it,
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2 Tim 4:3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching
ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers;

2 Pet 2:1-3,17-19 But false prophets also arose among the people, just
as there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in
destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them,
bringing upon themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their
sensuality, and because of them the way of truth will be
blasphemed. 3 And in their greed they will exploit you with false words.
... " These are waterless springs and mists driven by a storm. For them
the gloom of utter darkness has been reserved. 18 For, speaking loud
boasts of folly, they entice by sensual passions of the flesh those who
are barely escaping from those who live in error. ® They promise
them freedom, but they themselves are slaves of corruption.
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“The whole drift toward modernism
that has blighted the church of God
and nearly destroyed its living gospel
may be traced to an hour when men
began to turn from revelation to
philosophy.” Martyn Lioyd Jones
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Hos 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge; because
you have rejected knowledge, | reject you from being a priest to
me.
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When we are not constantly confronted with
and reminded of the truth, our natural tendency
IS to drift.
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1 Tim 2:15 ... if they continue in faith, love, and holiness, with self-
control.

1 Tim 4:16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in
them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who
hear you.

2 Tim 3:14 But you must continue in the things which you have
learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have
learned them,

2025Sep21 Dan Fisher - Are we nearing bottom of barrel 27




Step 3: The culture is depraved




Phil 2:15-16 that you may become blameless and harmless,
children of God without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 1% holding
fast the word of life, so that | may rejoice in the day of Christ that |

have not run in vain or labored in vain.
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Rom 1:24-32 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the
lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 2° who
exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the
creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 26 For
this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even their women
exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. ?7 Likewise also
the men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for
one another, men with men committing what is shameful, and receiving
in themselves the penalty of their error which was due. 22 And even as
they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to
a debased [depraved] mind, to do those things which are not fitting;
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29 peing filed with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality,
wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, strife,
deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 39 backbiters, haters of
God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to
parents, 3! undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving,
unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the righteous judgment of God, that those
who practice such things are deserving of death, not only do the same
but also approve of those who practice them.
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“Even now, the raging waters of
God’s wrath are  furiously
pounding against the dam of His
mercy. Afd one of these days, the

i@ damgéf God s mercy will give way
- p@ Glod 'S Jud"r'nent and the day of

the I*ord will come.” Adrian Rogers
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Jude 22-23 And of some have compassion, making a difference:
23And others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire; hating even
the garment spotted by the flesh.
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