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Prov 21:4 A haughty look, a proud heart, and the plowing of the
wicked are sin.

Prov 21:24 A proud and haughty man – “Scoffer” is his name; he acts
with arrogant pride.

Rom 12:3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think,
but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.

Rom 12:16 Do not set your mind on high things, but associate with the
humble. Do not be wise in your own opinion.
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Ps 34:18 The Lord is near to those who have a broken heart, and
saves such as have a contrite spirit.

Prov 16:19 Better to be of a humble spirit with the lowly, than to divide
the spoil with the proud.

Is 57:15,17 For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits
eternity, whose name is Holy: “I dwell in the high and holy place, with
him who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of the
humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones. … 17 The
sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, a broken and a contrite heart –
these, O God, You will not despise.

Mt 5:3,5 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. … 5 Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
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“If the foundational attitude for
spiritual growth is submission,
humility is, then, the footing to
which the foundation is
anchored.” John MacArthur
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1 Pet 5:5 Clothe yourselves, all of you, with humility toward
one another
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1. Pride does not always evidence 
itself as arrogance

1 Jn 2:16 For all that is in the world – the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life – is not
of the Father but is of the world.
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“pride of life” – the sin of placing confidence in personal
resources, accomplishments, or influence rather than
acknowledging reliance on the Creator – it extends beyond
mere boasting and involves an internal disposition that glorifies
self rather than God
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2. Pride is at the top of God’s 
“worst sins” list
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Prov 6:16-19 These six things the Lord hates, yes, seven are an
abomination to Him: a proud look, …

Prov 8:13 … pride and arrogance and the evil way and the perverse
mouth I hate.

Prov 16:5 Everyone proud in heart is an abomination to the Lord;
though they join forces, none will go unpunished.
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1 Sam 15:23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, and
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry.
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3. Pride was Lucifer’s sin 
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Is 14:12-15 – five infamous “I wills”

Ezk 28:16-17 … Therefore I cast you as a profane thing out of
the mountain of God; and I destroyed you, O covering cherub,
from the midst of the fiery stones. 17Your heart was lifted up
because of your beauty; you corrupted your wisdom for the
sake of your splendor; I cast you to the ground

1 Tim 3:6 not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall
into the same condemnation as the devil.
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4. Pride is the exact opposite of 
Christlikeness
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Phil 2:5,8 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ
Jesus, … He humbled Himself and became obedient to the
point of death, even the death of the cross.
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Jn 13:3-17
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5. Pride blinds to all other sins
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Gal 6:3 For if anyone thinks he is something, when he is nothing, he
deceives himself.

2 Pet 1:5-7,9 … add to your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6to
knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to perseverance
godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness
love. … 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to
blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.

2025Aug31 Dan Fisher - The Perils of Pride 18



2 Cor 4:4 whose minds the god of this age has blinded, who do not
believe, lest the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the
image of God, should shine on them.

2 Tim 2:25-26 in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if
God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the
truth, 26 and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare
of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will.
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6. Pride always causes a spiritual fall
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Prov 11:2 When pride comes, then comes shame; but with the
humble is wisdom.

Prov 16:18 Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before
a fall.

Prov 18:12 Before destruction a man's heart is haughty, but humility
comes before honor.

Prov 29:23 One's pride will bring him low, but he who is lowly in spirit
will obtain honor.
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Is 2:17 the loftiness of man shall be bowed down, and the
haughtiness of men shall be brought low; …

Lk 14:11 For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who
humbles himself will be exalted.”

1 Cor 10:12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he
fall.

1 Pet 5:6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of
God so that at the proper time he may exalt you,
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Dan 5:20 But when his
[Nebuchadnezzar’s] heart
was lifted up, and his spirit
was hardened in pride, he
was deposed from his
kingly throne, and they took
his glory from him.
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Gordon MacDonald
Pres InterVarsity Christian Fellowship

“If Satan were to blow you out of
the water, how do you think he
would do it?”

“I’m not sure I know. All sorts of
ways, I suppose; but I know there’s
one way he wouldn’t get me. He’d
never get me in the area of my
personal relationships.”
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7. Pride causes God to resist & 
reject us
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Ps 101:5 … The one who has a haughty look and a proud
heart, him I will not endure.

Prov 15:25 The Lord tears down the house of the proud

Js 4:6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God
resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” (Prov 3:34)
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“The proud person sets
himself against God,
and God, in turn, sets
Himself against the
proud.” Edmund Clowney
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8. Pride makes us discontented and 
unthankful
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1 Tim 6:3-6,17 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not
consent to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord
Jesus Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with
godliness, 4 he is proud, knowing nothing, … who suppose that
godliness is a means of gain. From such withdraw yourself.
6 Now godliness with contentment is great gain. …
17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be
haughty
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• We become discontented because of what
we do not have

• We become unthankful for what we do have
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Capt. James Cook, 
English explorer 

Discovered the Hawaiian 
Islands on Jan 10, 1778

Was killed Feb 14, 1779  
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