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In 1215 A.D. when British King John was forced to sign the Magna Carta and
§ surrender many rights to the aristocracy, it was the first declaration that the
§ people’s ruler was under the law, it was the.first check on royal power, and it
introduced early concepts of due process, jury by one’s peers, freedom of religion,
| and no taxatlon without representation.
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T}wc (_onstitution is simplg the codification into law the
Principlcs in the Declaration of ]ndcpéndcnce
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The Dec]aration of ]nc!epenc!ence Puts forth the kcy

Princip]es of governance for a sc]?»-goveming Peoplc
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A. Lincoln, “Fragment on the Constitution & the Union”

“The Union, and the Constitution, are the picture of silver, subsequently
framed around it [Declaration of Independence]. The picture was made,
not to conceal, or destroy the apple; but to adorn and preserve |it.
The picture was made for the apple — not the apple for the picture.”
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“To some people, evangelical Christianity was a proper
justification for the American Revolution. They believe we
had every right to load up our guns and kill Englishmen for
the sake of our religious freedom. ... the United States was
actually born out of a violation of New Testament principles,
and any blessings that God has bestowed on America have
come in spite of that disobedience by the Founding
Fathers.”

John MacArthur, “The Christian's Responsibility to Government,” Part 1
https://www.gty.org/library/study-quides/127/the-christian-and-government

John MacArthur, Why Government Can’t Save You, p. 6
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v W@re the Framers rcbelsj ignoring Propérgovemmental
authoritg éjust Aoing their “own thimg”?
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Rom 1%:1 | et every person be subject to the governing authorities. | or there

IS nO authoritg except from (God, and those that exist have been instituted 53

(od.

] Fet 2:55-15 Be subject for the Lor&‘s sake to every human

institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, s

or to governors as sent
Bg him to Punish those who do evil and to Praise those who do gooa. 15 For
this is the will of (5od, that }33 doing good you should put to silence the

ignorance of foolish people. 16 | ive as Pc—:ople who are free, not using your
freedom as a cover-up for cvil, but living as servants of (God.
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Heb 1317 Obeg Slelily leaders and submit to them, for theg are keeping watch
over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. | et them do this with
joy and not with groaning, for that would be of no acivantage to you.

1 Cor11:3-10, [ ph 5:22-24, (ol 3:18

. Ultimatelg, all submission is to be done in reverence and obedience to

(3od

. Christians are called to submit to (1od's will in_all things, even when it
is difficult

« | hisinvolves trusting (104, laging down one’s own will, and accepting

His Plan
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Februarg 2@ /TS5

€«

, open avowed resistance bg
arms agamst usurPation ané
]awless VlOlCﬂCC is not rc—:beuion B

the law  of GOC} or the 1and
Reastance t& [awful authority

makes rebellion.” SamUC! COOP@r

Bratt]e Street Church Boston
“Church of the Fatriots”
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Elizur Goodrich, Pastor, Congregational ( hurch, Durham, C T
“The Frincip]es of (ivil ( Inion and Happiness (_onsidered and
Recommended,” F RSN

ANhew: a constitutional government s converted Tinto
tgranng, and the lawsJ rights and Propcrtics of atree People
age o cnlg invaded, there ought not:to.be the least doubt
but that a remédg IS Provide& in the faws of ( 3od and
reason, for their Preservation; nor ought resistance in such

case to be called rebellion.”
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Alicc M. Ba]dwin, FHD
Historian) Duke umvergg’g@mwan 3

“Frobab]y the most fundamental
Princip]e of the American
constitutional system is the Principle
that no one is bound to obey an
unconstitutional act. ... No sing]e idea
was more 1Cu”9 stressed, no Principle
more often repeated, through the first
sixty years o the cighteenth century,
than that governments must obeg law
and that he who -resisted one in
authoritg who was violating that law

was not himself a rebel but a Protector

of law.”

sher - What the “Declaration” declares
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Jolm Hancock, Mar Ol 7 7B
Old South Church in Poston

“| am a friend to righteous
government, to a government
founded upon the rinciples of
reason ancfjustice; Eut | glorg 13
Publiclg avowing my eternal
enmitg to tyranny.”
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“« A Sermon On A Da9 APPointecl or
FPublic Thanksgiving,” Deci4,1787

(44

|s there no case in which a Pcol:)le may
resist government? Yes. that IS, when
rulers usurp,a.power ogapressive to the
Pc—:oPle, TS contempt ok every respechcul
remonstrance. |n this case the bodg of
the People have a natural right to unite
their strength for therestoration of their

own constitutional govemment.”

Josep athrop

Fastor) i S Congregational
Cl"]UfCh) WCSt SPringFiel&QOMan Fisher - What the “Declaration” declares
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v Th@g did not want to separaté from Tinglané — their

“mother country”
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The Fate of Blood-thirfly Oppreffors, and GOD'S
tender Care of his difireffed People.

A

b B RO M O ING

PREACHED AT LEXINGTON,

IRDER, BLOOD-
ment of Hoflilities, be-
tween Gre d America, in that
Town, by a i s of GEORGE
III, under Command of Lzeutenant-Colonel
SMITH, on the Nineteenth of Aprir, 1775.

To commemorate

A BriIEF NARRATIVE of the principal
Tranfactions of that Day.

By JONAS  CLAREK, A N

PasTor of the CHURCH in LEXINGTON.

MASSACHUSETTS-STATE: BosTo

PrinTED BY POWARS axp WILLIS.

M,DCC,LXXVL

“.. the connection of America with Pritain ...
might have been Preser\/cd inviolate to the
end of time. And it may be added, that there
Is nojust grouncl to suppose, that it would
have everentered the heart of Americans, to
have desired a dissolution of so happy a
connection with the Mother»-Countrg, or to
have 5ought inc!epenc!encc ofs Pritain, had
theg not been urgcd, and even forced upon
such an expedient) 59 measures of
oppression and violence, and the 5He&cling of
innocent blood.”
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f“lenrg Cumings
BRR Fastor, MA, April 19,1781 sermon in
Lexingtom, MA

“Tﬂac} our Petitions and prayers been
Propsrlg regardsd, and moderate Pachcic
measures Pursued, we should have
entertained -no thoughts of a revolt; for
even after hostilities had commenced, we
were arclently desirous “of continuing
united with our mother country, if such an &
union could have been Preserveé,

without making a sacrifice of our
liberties.”

2025July13 Dan Fisher - What the “Declaration” declares
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Theg did not want té s€parate and ﬁght awar
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“Frudence, indeed, will dictate that ( Jovernments long
established should not be changed for light and transient

causes; and accordinglg all experience hath skewn) that

mankind are more clisposecl to sufter, while evils are sugérab]e,
than to right themselves By abolishing the forms to which thcg

are accustomecl.”
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Samuel Cooper
Fastor Brattle 5treet

Boston, MA 1780

“Feace, SISEISHRIS ardentlg Wish; but not
upon terms dishonorable to oursc]ves, or
dangerous to our liberties; and our enemies
seem not get PrcPared to allow it upon any
other. At present the voice of Proviclenca,
the call of our still invaded country, and the
cry of cverything dear to us, all unite to
rouse us to  prosecute the war with
redoubled VIgOoT; Sietely the success of which

all our free constitutions, all our hopes

»
& c P ch Cl M 2025July13 Dan Fisher - What the “Declaration” declares
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?/ Jowever, ‘th@g believed thcy had exhausted all options

fora Peaceful solution
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“Such has been the Patient sufferance of these Colonies; and such is
now the necessity which constrains them to alter theirformer Sgstems of
(sovernment. The historg of the present King of (reat 5ritain Is a

his’corg of rePeated injuries and usurPations, all having in direct object

the establishment of an absolute Tgranng over these States.

]n cvery stage of these O Prcssions We have Fctitionc—:cj for Redress in
the most humble terms: ur repeate& Petitions have been answered
onlg })3 repeatecl injury. A Frince, whose character is thus marked 59
every act which may define a Tgrant, is unfit to be the ruler of a free

People.”
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Rom. 12:18 “lfitis Possib]e, as much as depenés on you,

live Peaceab]ﬂ with all men.”
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A}Draham Keteltas

BPRR Qreacher nNY, N CT,MA, & member
NY [rovincial Congress, 1777 sermon:

« . all our assemblies ... have endeavored, }39
the most humble and earnest Petitions to.the
throne, to prevent the fatal war, which now
rages and desolates ourland. ... and it was
not until cvery Pachcic measure {ailec}, and our
Petitions were scormcuug treated, and
rejectccl, and a Powerfu] Heet and army had
actua”g invaded us and shed our Elooc!; that
we took up arms; in behalf of our lives and
liberties.”

2025July13 Dan Fisher - What the “Declaration” declares
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Kev. Wi”iam (yordon

5,»& C!‘IUF'C}‘I, ROXBUVE; MA, JUIF 4, 1777 sermon
Preachecl before the Genera Court of MA

“T his continent complainecl of real grievances,
and humb]g Pe’citionecl. ]nstead of being
heard and re]ieved, the goke was increased by
fresh ‘acts of crucltg) and new burdens laid
Slefoly the continent. Ourfirst grievances were
spoken of as if not real; and as though we

complained without cause, ...

2025July13 Dan Fisher - What the “Declaration” declares
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we were at once Plungeci into a defensive war,
.. Still we were desirous, if PossibleJ of an
accommodation. “\We therefore Petitioned
again, without rising N our requests, only
enlarging them to take in new grievances.
Instead of lﬁaving themt . redressed, we were

deemed and were to be treated as rebels.”

2025July13 Dan Fisher - What the “Declaration” declares 35
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ht an& a
responsb,[)///iy to stand agai nst tg ranny
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“But when a long train of abuses and usurpations, Pursuing
invariablg the same Object evinces a design to reduce them
under absolute Despotism) it is their right) it is their dutg) to
throw off such Govczmment) and to Provide Nnew Guarés for

their future secu ritg.”

2025July13 Dan Fisher - What the “Declaration” declares 37
(Part 1)




“| Discourse Conceming ( Inlimited Submission

and Non-Resistance | o | he Higher FPowers,”
Jan31,1749-50

“Commom tyrants and Pub]ic Oppressors
are not entitled to obedience #rom their
subjects .. [Tor a nation thus abused to
arise unanimously and-résist their Prince)
even to C}ethroming him, s not criminalJ but
a reasonable way of vin&icating their

liberties an&just rights.”
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George Duffield
Finc—: Street Fresbgterian

Fhiladelphia, FA, Decii, 1784

“Ilard alternative! 1o resign
libertg or wage this hazardous
war,. Ancl get none other
remained. ... Put L/}éértﬂ was the
Prize. She chose “ITreedom or
Death” as her motto; and nobly
fesolved on war with all its
horrors; that™ at lé:as’tJ her last
expiring groan might breathe
forth freedom.”
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National seal Propose&
to Congress on

Aug 20, | /. }39
T hémas Jefferson,
Beniamindranklin, &

Jolm Aéams

Drawing b Penson Lossing, for /’/ar/ocr{s
New ont/7/g Magazine, Julg 1856,
Gcncra] Co”cctioms, Li rary of Congress (iOé)
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Eph 6:10-13% Finaugj be strong in the Loré and in the streng’th of his
might 11 Put on the whole armor of (God, that you may be able to stand
against the schemes of the devil. 12 I"or we do not wrestle against flesh
and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
cosmic powers over this present Aarknessj against the spiritual forces of
evil in the heavenlg Places. 13 T herefore take up the whole armor of

God, that you.may be able'to withstand in the evil clay, and having done
a”, to stand firm.
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“The (Church of (Christ is continuany
rePresemted under the ﬁgurc of an army; get
its Captain is the Frince of Feace; its
object is the establishment of SISEISSS and its
sofdiers are men of a Peacmcul clisposition.
T he spirit of war is at the extremelg
opposite Point to the sPirit of the gospel.
Yet nevcrtheless, the church on earth has,
and until the second advent must be, the
church militant, the church armed, the church

warring, the church conquering.

2025July13 Dan Fisher - What the “Declaration”
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And how is this? |t is in the very order of
things that so it must be. | ruth could not
be truth in this world if it were not a warring
thing, and we should at once suspect that it

were not true if error were friends with it.

T he sPotless Puritg of truth must alwags be
at war with the blackness of heresg and

lies.”

Cr‘l 5Purgcon

2025July13 Dan Fisher - What the “Declaration”

(Part 1) 43



