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The I"ramers were not rebelsj ignoring proper

govemmental authoritg & spoiling for a Fig}wt

Theg did not want to scparate from England —

their “mother countrg”

P\;‘ Theg believed theg had exhausted all options fora
i Peaccncul solution

:v 711(-::‘6:?0%:J theg believed they had a r{g/n‘ and
a respons//&//fiy to stand against tyranny
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“But when a long train of abuses and usurPations, Pursuing
invariabg the same Object evinces a design to reduce them

~ ander absolute Despotism, it is their right) it is their duty, to ' =
o : !
N throw off suclﬂ Govemment) and to Provxde new Guards for 4

their future secu rity.”

: ,./ "
b *
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George Duffield
FPine Street Fresbgterian

Fhiladelphia, FA, Decii, 1784

“Ilard alternative! 1o resign
libertg or wage this hazardous
war,. An& get none other
remained. ... Put Li}écn‘ﬂ was the
Prize. She chose “ITreedom or
Death” as her motto; and nobly
fesolved on war with all its
horrors; that™ at least) her last
expiring groan might breathe
forth freedom.”

2025July20 Dan Fisher - What the “Declaration” declares
(Part 2)




CONSTITUTIONS or GOVERNMENT

UNITED STATES or AMERICA.

Bxr JOHN ADAMS, LL.D.

AND A MEMEZR OF THE ACADIMY OF ARTS AND SCIENCE
AT BOSTON.
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All nature's difference keeps all nature’s peaces Porx.
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Adams was responcling to the criticism of
the Frc—:nch economist and Politicai
theorist. Anne Robert Jacques Turgot)
who was criticizing the notion of a
bicameral legislature and separation of
powers. Adams believed that a complex
government  structure, with  distinct
checks and }:>a|arscesJ was necessary to
Prever:t both monarchical tgranny and
the clangers of direct clcmocracg.
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ke expect self-denial from men,
when theg have a majoritg in their
Favor, and conscquentlg ower fto
grathcg themselvcs) is to &isielicve all
%istorg and universal experience; it 1s
to disbelieve Revelation and the
Word of (God, which informs us, the
heart is deceitful above all things, and

ACSPCF&)tClg wicked. [ Jer 17:9] ...
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such exalted virtue never yet existed
13 any large bo&g of men and lasted
long; .+ | here is no man so blind as
not to see, that to talk of Founding a
government upon a suPPosition that
nations and great bodies of men, left
to thémselves, will Practice a course of
self-denial, is either to babble like a
new-born infant, or to deceive like an

unPrinciPled impostor.”
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Robcrt Winthrop, US 5Pea!<er
of the House) M89 28, 1 849:

“A” societies of men must be
govemed In some way or other. | he
less theg have of stringent State
Govemmcnt, the -more theg must
have of “individual 56!1C~govemment.
1 he less theg relg on Public law or
P}wgsica! force, the more theg must

relg on Private moral restraint.
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kﬂen)inza\NorA)nuxﬁ:nec&ssaﬁkj
be controlled eﬁherk%ja power
within them or 59 a power without
them;eﬁherk%jﬂw3Vchécﬁ:C;od
or 59 the stmxg; arm - of man;

cither 53 the Pible or 53 the
bagonet”
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Political Sermons
of the American
Founding Era,
1730-180§
e

voLUME 1

Edited by Ellis Sandoz
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I" lizur (3oodrich
R Congregationa] Pastor, 1787:

ANhen a constitutional government s
converted into tyranny, and the laws) rights
and Properties of a free People are oPenlg
invadecl, there ought not to be the least
doubt but that a remed9 5 Providecl in the
laws of (God and reason, for their
Prescrvation; nor ought resistance in such

case to be called rebellion.”
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Springﬁel

| ongrega-@ma

“A Sermon On A Dag APPointecl For
Public Thanksgiving,” Deci4,1787

“|s there no case in which a People
may resist government?’ Yes, that is,
when rulers usurp a powern oppressive
to the PCOP]C, S contempt of every
respec’mcul remonstrance. ]n this case
the boclg o the Peop]e have a natural
right to unite their streng‘ch for the
restoration of their own constitutional

govemmerzt.”

d, MA
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Rom 13:1 | et every person be subject to the governing authorities. | or there

IS NO authoritg except from (God, and those that exist have been instituted }33

(God.
i Pet 2:13-15 Be subject for the | ord's sake to every human

institution, whether it be to the emperor as supreme, 1%

or to governors as sent
}39 him to Punish those who do evil and to Praise those who do goocl. 5 For
this is the will of (God, that !33 doing goocl you should put to silence the

ignorance of foolish PCOPIC. 16 ] jve as Peoplc who are free, not using your

freedom as a cover-up for evil, but ]iving as servants of (sod.

Heb 1317 Obeg Plelily leaders and submit to them, for theg are kee ing watch
over your souls, as those who will have to give an account. | et them do this with
jog and not with groaning, for that would be of no a&vantage to you (T itus

3:1-2,1 | im 2:2-3)
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1. Submission & cooperation are.not

always the biblical options

Kom 12:18 “f it'is possible, as much as depends on you, live
= P Y
Peaccablg with all men.”
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“That whenever any Form of Govemment becomes
destructive of these ends, ituis the Right of the Feople to

alter or to abolish it, and to institute new (Government, laying

e Tts foundation omsuch Princip]es and organizing its powers N 7
such gorm, as to them shall 'seem most like]g to efftect their

?ﬁ Samcéty and Happiness.”

T
: R T e\

]
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2. ] heissue is not submission; Bat

unlimited submission
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Jonathan Maghcw, | NG

“No government is to be submitted to at
the expense of the sole end of all
government ... The onlg reason of the
institution of civil government and. the
onlg rational ground of submission to itis
the common sagetg and utilitg. I
therefore, in any case, the common
sawcetg and utilitg would not be Promotcd
bg submission to government, but the
contrary, there is no grouncl or motive for
obedience and submission, but for the

contrary.
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Wuhech¢9cﬂ:UHMﬂﬁedcﬁxyﬁence,whether
acﬁvccm*Pasch,can bezﬂgped neither
{}on1thetﬂannercﬂ:expressknwPmye used
U<0n1i§ﬂ~7])norgmnnﬂmagenemﬂscoPe
and dedgn of the passqgc.Vthn once
nug?sh%ﬁes act contmﬂy to the end of
ﬂuﬁrinst%utknx when thcg rob and ruin
the Pubhc)ﬁwﬁca& OF}Mﬁng;guanﬁans of
its peace and we”ﬁre;they ﬁmﬂedkﬁe&j
cease to be the ordinance and ministers of
(30d; and no more desenmtthatgﬂoﬁous
character  than = common Phates and

lﬂghwagmen?
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T othe MA ]egislaturq 1 776:

(| slavish submission to tyranny is
Proowc of a very sordid and base mind. ...
all good magjstrates, while theg
gaith?u”g C}ischarge the trust reposcd 13
them, ough’c to L be religiously and
conscicntiouslg obcgcc!. if
magjistrates aré nho farther ministers of
God than thcg Promotc the gooc} of
the community, then obedience to them
neither is nor can be unlimite&; atar it
would imply a gross absurclitg to assert
that,
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when magistrates are ordained }39 the
copic soiclg for the purpose of Eem
Ecneﬁc:al to the state, the must }De
obegeé when theg are scekmg to ruin
and clcstroy it. ... (Jnlimited submission
is due t& none-but (God alone.
\Whenever, the ruler encourages them
that do evil, and is a terraor to those that
do we”, ... he becomes- a tgrant) he
forfeits his authority to govern, and
becomes the minister of Satan, and as

such, ought to be opposed.”
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. The Hebrew midwives clfncging the command of Fharao%
¢ Moses rmcusing Pharaoh

. Qpcen [” sther aPProaching the king uninvited

. Shadrach, Meshach) and AEC&-Nego r@cusing to bow

e Daniel Aegging the king }39 remcusing to stop Praging

o lesus remcusing to abide 53 the Jewish Sabbath laws

$ Apostles and ear]9 (_hristians r@cusing to stop Preaching
e Believers throug!ﬁ the ages Aegging ungocﬂy authorities
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Ex IR 50 the woman [Jochebed] conceived and bore a son. Ané when
she saw that he was a beautiful child, she hid him three months.

Heb 11:23 By faith Moses, when he was born, was hidden for three
months bg his parents, because theg saw that the child was beauthcul, and

thég were not afraid of the king’s edict.
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1857
NDred Scott
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Birmingham, Alabamajail, April 16,196%:

We know that freedom is never vo]umtarilg given bg the Oppressor;
it must be demanded }39 the oPPressecﬂ.

One may well ask: Jow can you advocate breaking some laws
and obéging others? The answer lies in the fact that there are
two tgpes of laWS:just and umjust. Ome has not on19 a lcga] but a
moral responsibi]itg to 0}369 just laws. Converse]gj one has a
moral responsibilitg to disobeg unjust laws. | would agree with St.
Augustine that ‘an unjust law is no law at all.
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FHow does one determine whether a law isjust or unjust? Ajust law
is a man-made code that squares with the moral law or the law of
(od. An unjust law is a code that is out of harmong with the moral
law. T o put it in the terms of N - T homas Aquinas: ‘An unjust law

is a human law that is not rooted in eternal law and natural law.’

]n no sense do ] advocate evadimg or c!fntging the law that would
lead to anarchg. An individual who breaks a law that conscience

tells him is unjus’c IS In realitg, exPressing the highcst respect forlaw.
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T his kind of civil disobedience was evidenced in the refusal of
Shadrach) Meshach and Abe&ncgo to obeg the laws of

Nebuchac}nezzar) on the ground that a highcr moral law was at

stake. |t was Prac’ciced superbly bg the earlg Christians, who were
wi”ing to face hungrg lions and the excruciating Pain of choPPing
blocks rather than submit to unjust laws of the Roman Empire. In
our own nation, the Poston | ea Farty representecj a massive act
of civil disobedience.
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We should never gorget that cvergthing Adohc Hitler did in
German9 was ‘legal’ and evergthing the }ﬂungarian freedom

Fighters did in Hungasy was ‘i”egal.’ lt was ‘i”egal’ to aid and
comfort a Jew in [Hitlers Germang. " ven so, | am sure that, had |
lived in Germang at the time, | would have aided and comforted my
Jewish brothers. [f todag | lived in a Communist country where
certain Princip]cs dear to the (Christian faith are 5uPPr655€c{, |
would open]3 advocate clisobcging that country’s antire]igious

laws.”
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5, Faul does not teach unlimited

submission in Rom 13




| et every soul be subject to the governing
authorities. ... 2 | herefore whoever resists the
authoritg resists the ordinance of (God, and
those who resist will bring ju&gment on
themselves. 3 For rulers are not a terror to goocl

works) but'to evil. Do you want to be unafraid of

the authoritg? Do what is gooc], and you will have
Praise from the same. +Tor he is (1od’s minister

to you for good. Put if you do evil, be afraid; FO‘.{[

he does not bear the sword in vain; for hc;’,q%
(10d’s minister, an avenger to execute wrath 5‘5n~

S
a

him who Practices evil. Rom 13:1-4
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1 Just as the B]ack Robe Preachers and MLK
emphasized FPaul is r@cerring to_a b/lé//ca//ﬂ proper

govemment oty tgrarmous one.
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Faul defines a biblica”y propergovernment as:

2 dne that acts as (od’s ministerﬁorgooc!. (13:4)

. One that Punishes the bad guys. (15:3:4)

-(Onéd that Protects/rcwarcls the good guys. (i3:3)
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. ]nterestingl% we don't read wunlimited submission

into Faul’s other writings &ca]ing with submission:

~We do not use EPh 5:22 to teach that wives owe
urilimited submission to their husbands

- We do not use E—Ph 6:1 to teach that children owe

unlimited submission to their Parents

~-We do not use 1 JTim»58&%5:17 to teach that churches

owe unlimited submission to their Pastor(s)
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it The Foun&mg Pi‘cachers did not Prc—:ac

un//mitca/submisaon




Kev Jonathan Maghew, 1 749-50:

“Common tyrants and Public OpPressors are
not entitled to obedience from their subjects
}39 virtue of angthing here [Rom 1 51) laid
down }:)9 the inspiréd apostl@ [Faul]. Fofa
nation thus abused to arise unanimously and
resist their PrinceJ even to clethroning him, is
not criminal, buts» asreasorable way of

vindicating theirliberties am:}just rights:
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it is making use of the onlg means, which
(Hod has put into their Powerpor mutual and
self defense. And it would be high]g criminal
in them not to make use of this means. |t
would be stupié tameness and
unaccountable Fo”g for whole nations to
sutfer one unrcasonablq ambitious, and

cruel man to wanton and riot in their miserg.”
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Samuel Fhi”ips Fagson

Congregationalist pastor
Chclsca, Massachusctts
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Joel Heacﬂeg, historian, 1864-

“The brutal outrage at
Lexington transformed this
Peaceful scholar and meek divine
into®ithe ﬁeryj intrepic’ sol&ier,
and seizing a musket he put
himself at the head of a party,
and led ‘them forward to the
attack. | he gentle voice that
had so long spoken on]y words of
SISEISS 5udc§enly rung like that of
a Prophet of old.
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e 3 body of Pritish soldiers

ac!vancing along the road, he
Poured into  them such a
destructive vo”cg that the whole

were.slain or taken Prisoner. He
was™ a  ‘man of eace and
conciliation) but the Erst citizen’s
blood that crimsoned the green

rass made a clean sweep of all
éis arguments and objections,
and he entered with his whole
soul into the struggle.”

2025July20 Dan Fisher - What the “Declaration” declares ==

(Part 2)

42



Eph 6:10-1% Fina”g, be strong in the | ord and in the strength of his
might. ' Put on the whole armor of (God, that you may be able to stand
against the schemes of the devil. 12 I"or we do not wrestle against flesh
and bloocj, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the
cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the sPiritual forces of
evil in the heaven]g Places. 13 T herefore take up the whole armor of

(od, that youmay be able to withstand in the evil dag, and having done
a”, to stand firm.
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