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“What we want from our history, what we want from our lives
is something that’s transformational. … If we take a historical
perspective, we understand how much we stand on the
shoulders of giants, how much we will be giving to future
generations by our conduct today.”

Ken Burns, interview with Garry Adelman, American Battlefield Trust
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The Framers were not rebels, ignoring proper 
governmental authority & spoiling for a fight

They did not want to separate from England –
their “mother country”

They believed they had exhausted all options for a 
peaceful solution

They believed they had a right and 
a responsibility to stand against tyranny
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Submission & cooperation are not always the biblical options
The issue is not submission, but unlimited submission
Paul does not teach unlimited submission in Rom 13

The founding preachers did not preach unlimited submission 
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The Framers appealed to the “Laws of 
Nature and of Nature's God” 
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Jefferson toSupreme Court Justice 
William Johnson Jun 12, 1823

“On every question of construction
let us carry ourselves back to the
time when the Constitution was
adopted, recollect the spirit
manifested in the debates, and
instead of trying what meaning may
be squeezed out of the text, or
invented against it, conform to the
probable one in which it was
passed.”
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James Madison to Henry Lee
Jun 25, 1824

“I entirely concur in the propriety of
restoring to the sense in which the
Constitution was accepted and
ratified by the nation. In that sense
alone it is the legitimate Constitution.
… What a metamorphosis would be
produced in the code of law if all its
ancient phraseology were to be taken
in its modern sense.”
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Sir William Blackstone John Locke
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Sir William Blackstone John Locke
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Sir William Blackstone

“Man, considered as a creature,
must necessarily be subject to
the laws of his Creator, for he is
entirely a dependent being ...
And consequently, as man
depends absolutely upon his
Maker for everything, it is
necessary that he should in all
points conform to his Maker's
will.
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Sir William Blackstone

This will of his Maker is called
the law of nature … The
doctrines thus delivered we call
the revealed or divine law, and
they are to be found only in the
holy scriptures … no human laws
should be suffered to contradict
these.” (1753)
Blackstone Commentaries on Law, Book 1, Section 2 
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Sir William Blackstone John Locke

Two Treatises of Civil 
Government, 1689

“The State of Nature has a
Law of Nature to govern it,
which obliges every one: And
Reason, which is that Law,
teaches all Mankind who will
but consult it, that being all
equal and independent, no one
ought to harm another in his
Life, Health, Liberty or
Possessions …”
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John Locke

Essays on the Law of Nature 
IV, 1676

“Reason lays down that there
must be some superior power
to which we are rightly subject,
namely God who has a just and
inevitable command over us and
at His pleasure can raise us up
or throw us down and make us
by the same commanding
power happy or miserable.”
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John Locke

“Of Ethics in General”:
“To establish morality, therefore,
upon its proper basis, and such
foundations as may carry an
obligation with them, we must first
prove a law, which always
supposes a law-maker: one that
has a superiority and right to
ordain, and also a power to
reward and punish according to
the tenor of the law established
by him.
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John Locke

This sovereign law-maker, who
has set rules and bounds to the
actions of men, is God, their
Maker.”
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John Locke

Two Treatises of Civil 
Government, 2nd, 1689

“Thus the Law of Nature stands
as an Eternal Rule to all Men,
Legislators as well as others. The
Rules that they make for other
Men’s Actions, must … be
conformable to the Law of
Nature, i.e. to the Will of God, of
which that is a Declaration, and
the fundamental Law of Nature
being the preservation of
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John Locke

The Reasonableness of 
Christianity, 1695

“Such a law of morality Jesus
Christ hath given us in the New
Testament; but by the latter of
these ways, … We have from him
a full and sufficient rule for our
direction, and conformable to
that of reason ... Here morality
has a sure standard, … from
God, the great lawmaker.”
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Those living before Charles Darwin 
presupposed a Creator rather than a universe 

formed by random chance - evolution
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Gen 1:1 In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth.
Ps 148:3-5 Praise him, sun and moon, praise him, all you shining stars! 4 Praise
him, you highest heavens, and you waters above the heavens! 5 Let them
praise the name of the Lord! For he commanded and they were created.
6 And he established them forever and ever; he gave a decree, and it shall
not pass away.
Prov 3:19 The Lord by wisdom founded the earth; by understanding he
established the heavens; 20 by his knowledge the deeps broke open, and the
clouds drop down the dew.
Neh 9:6 “You are the Lord, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of
heavens, with all their host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is
in them; and you preserve all of them; and the host of heaven worships you.
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Jn 1:3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing
made that was made.
Col 1:16-17 For by him all things were created, in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities – all
things were created through him and for him. 17 And he is before all things,
and in him all things hold together.
Heb 1:3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his
nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power.
Rev 4:11 “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive glory and honor
and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed and were
created.”
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Rom 1:18-23 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who by their unrighteousness
suppress the truth. 19 For what can be known about God is plain to
them, because God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes,
namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly perceived,
ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made.
So they are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they did
not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile in
their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be
wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the immortal
God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and
creeping things.
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God designed both natural laws and 
spiritual laws into creation
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Sir Isaac Newton discovered gravity in 1665
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Daniel Bernoulli discovered the law of lift 
in the 1730s
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In 1903, the Wright brothers took flight using 
their knowledge of gravity and the law of lift
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Albert Einstein predicted that gravity existed 
in waves in 1916 – confirmed in 1976
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• The Law of Faith
Rom 3:27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? No: but by
the law of faith.

• The Law of Spirit & Life
Rom 8:2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus

• The Law of Sin & Death
Rom 8:2 has made me free from the law of sin and death.

• The Law of Sowing & reaping
Gen 8:22 While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, cold and heat, summer and
winter, day and night, shall not cease.”
Gal 6:7 Do not be deceived: God is not mocked, for whatever one sows, that will he
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Daniel Webster, Feb. 23, 1852

“[I]f we and our posterity reject
religious instruction and authority,
violate the rules of eternal justice,
trifle with the injunctions of morality,
and recklessly destroy the political
constitution which holds us
together, no man can tell how
sudden a catastrophe may
overwhelm us that shall bury all our
glory in profound obscurity.”
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