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Sam Coonrod, 27-year-old reliever for the
San Francisco Giants
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Issued a proclamatlondeclarlng Aprll 30, 1863 as a day of
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natlonal humiliation, fastlng and prayerb ;g
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‘[W]hereas it is the duty of nations as well as of men, to own their
dependence upon the overruling power of God, to confess their
sins and transgressions, in humble sorrow, yet with assured hope
that genuine repentance will lead to mercy and pardon; and to
recognize the sublime truth, announced in the Holy Scriptures
and proven by all history, that those nations only are blessed

whose God is the Lord. And, insomuch as we know that, by His
divine law, nations like individuals are subjected to punishments
and chastisements in this world, may we not justly fear that the
awful calamity of civil war, which now desolates the land, may be
but a punishment, inflicted upon us, for our presumptuous sins, to
the needful end of our national reformation as a whole People?
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We have been the recipients of the choicest bounties of Heaven.
We have been preserved, these many years, in peace and
prosperity. ... But we have forgotten God. ... and we have vainly
imagined, in the deceitfulness of our hearts, that all these
blessings were produced by some superior wisdom and virtue of

our own. Intoxicated with unbroken success, we have become too
self-sufficient to feel the necessity of redeeming and preserving
grace, too proud to pray to the God that made us! It behooves us
then, to humble ourselves before the offended Power, to confess
our national sins, and to pray for clemency and forgiveness.
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Lk 21:26 men’s hearts failing them from fear and the expectation
of those things which are coming on the earth;.for the powers of
the heavens will be shaken.

Heb 12:26-27 whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has
promised, saying, “Yet once more | shake not only the earth, but
also heaven.” 27 Now. this, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal
of those things that are being shaken, as of things that are made,
that the things which cannot be shaken may remain.
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“When | shut up heaven and there is no rain;=-or command the
locusts to devour ‘the land, or send pestilence among My
people, 4if My people who are called by. My name will-humble

themselves, andpray and seek My..face, and.turn from their
wicked ways, then | will hear from heaveny. and will forgive their
sin and heal their land. > Now My eyes will be open and My
ears attentive to prayer made in this place.” 2 Chron 7:13-15
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Repentance and Humiliation
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Repentance

e Legal repentance — sorrow proceeding-merely from the fear
of punishment; being excited by the terrors of legal penalties,
and it may exist without-an amendment of life.

Real/evangelical penitence — sorrow or. deep contrition for sin,
as an offense and dishonor to God, a violation of his holy law,
and the basest ingratitude towards a Being of infinite
benevolence; it is the relinquishment of any practice, from
conviction that it has offended God and is accompanied and
followed by amendment of life.
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Now | rejoice, not that you were _made sorry, but that your
sorrow led to repentance. For you were made sorry in a godly
manner, that you might suffer loss from us in nothing. 19 For
godly sorrow produces repentance landing to salvation, not to
be regretted; but the sorry of the world preduces death. ' For

observe this very thing, that you sorrowed in a godly manner:
What indignation it produced in you, what clearing of
yourselves, what indignation, what fear, what vehement desire,
what zeal, what vindication! In all things you proved yourselves
to be clear in this matter. 2 Cor 7:9-11
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Humiliation

descent from an elevated state or rank to one that is low or

humble; the act of abasing pride; or the state of being
reduced to lowliness of mind, meekness, penitence and

submission.
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Acts 8:33 In His humiliation His justice was taken away, and
who will declare His generation? For His life is taken from

the earth. | dwell in the high and holy place,
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Is 57:15 For.thus 'says the ‘High and Lofty One Who inhabits
eternity, whose.name is Holy: “l dwell in the high and holy place,
with him who has a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit
of the humble, and to.revive the heart of the contrite ones.

Js 4:10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He will lift
you up.

1 Pet 5:6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of
God, that He may exalt you in due time,
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2 Kings 18-19

2 Kings 18:3,6 And he[Hezekiah] did what was right in the
sight of the Lord, according to all that his father David had
done. ... ® For he held fast to the Lord; he did not depart
from following Him, but kept His commandments, which
the Lord had commanded Moses.
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2 Kings 19:1 And so it was, when King Hezekiah

heard it, that he tore his clothes, covered himself
with sackcloth, and went into the house of the Lord.
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19:14-15 and Hezekiah went up to the house of the Lord, and spread it
before the Lord. > Then Hezekiah prayed before the Lord, and said:
“O Lord God of Israel, the One who dwells between the cherubim, You
are God, You alone, of all the kingdoms of the earth. You have made
heaven and earth. 1° Incline Your ear, O Lord, and hear; open Your eyes,
O Lord, and see; and hear the words of Sennacherib, which he has sent

to reproach the living God. ' Truly, Lord, the kings of Assyria have laid
waste the nations and their lands, 8 and have cast their gods into the
fire; for they were not gods, but the work of men’s hands — wood and
stone. Therefore they destroyed them. ' Now therefore, O Lord our God,
| pray, save us from his hand, that all the kingdoms of the earth
may know that You are the Lord God, You alone.”
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Massachusetts election sermon,
May 31, 1780:

.There .can be“no doubt but God
often brings distress and ruin upon
a ssinful ‘people through the il
management of.their rulers, given

up to error» and Dblindness.

therefore, If a people desire to have
rulers of wise and understanding
hearts, counseled andydirected by
Heaven, they should take care that

Simeon Howard they be men who fear God.”
PaStor, West ChurCh, BoSt@uiuneso pan Fisher - If our Republic is

to survive




The Priuciples of civil Uniow and Harpinzss
confidered and recommiended.

SERMO N,
& \?}t@.qm? BEFORE HIS Exceriency
SAMUEL HUNTINGTON,Ese.L.L.D.
Governor A'l\_TD ComMMaNDER 1N CHIEF,
._ AND THE HONORABLE THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
i s j  OF THH l .
E. STATE or CONNE orrcur.
CoxvENeD &t HarTrorDd, oN THE Day ‘or TaHr
ANNIVERSARY ELECTION,
M a ¥ 10th,-1787.

"By ELIZUR GOODRICH, D.D.
.Paftor of the Cuurca of CarisT in DurHam

HARTFORD:
PRINTED BY HUDSON AND GOODWIN.

Elizur Goodrich Connecticut election
sermon, May 10, 1787

“‘Not only may..a people be delivered
inta.the+hands of tyrants, as the rod
and scourge of. heaven for their
impiety. and -madness;.. but through
their.own folly, “children may be their
princes, and babes rule over them.”
Such a “people shallbe oppressed
every one by another, and every one
by his neighbor.”
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June 12, 1775, President John Hancock and the Continental
Congress declared:

“[Clonsidering the present critical, alarming and calamitous state
... do earnestly recommend, that Thursday, the 12th of July next,

be observed by the inhabitants of all the English Colonies on this
Continent, as a Day of Public Humiliation, Fasting and Prayer,
that we may with united hearts and voices, unfeignedly confess
and deplore our many sins and offer up our joint supplicationsto
the All-wise, Omnipotent and merciful Disposer of all-Events,
humbly beseeching Him to forgive our  iniquities.”
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March 23, 1798 & March 6, 1799:

“As ... the people of the United
States are still held in jeopardy by =
... insidious acts of a foreign nation S
as well as by the dissemination’

among them of those principles
subversive to the foundations of all
religious, moral, and social
obligations ... | hereby recommend
... a Day of Solemn Humiliation,
Fasting and Prayer; That the
citizens ...

2024June30 Dan Fisher - If our Republic is
to survive




call to mind our numerous offenses
against the Most High God,
confess them before Him with the
sincerest penitence, implore His
pardoning mercy, through thell® o2
Great Mediator and Redeemer, forb |
our past transgressions, and that A
through the grace of His Holy
Spirit, we may be disposed and
enabled to yield a more suitable
obedience to His righteous
requisitions ... ‘Righteousness
exalts a nation, but sin is a

7
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July 9, 1812:

‘I do therefore recommend
rendering the Sovereign of the
Universe ... public homage
acknowledging the transgressions

which might justly provoke His divine
displeasure ... seeking His merciful
forgiveness ... and with a reverence
for the unerring precept of our holy
religion, to do to others as they would
require that others should do to them.”
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Madison issued another Day of Prayer on July 23, 1813. On
August 25, 1814, the British burned the White House, Capitol
and public buildings. Suddenly dark clouds rolled in and a
tornado touched down sending debris flying, blowing off roofs
and knocking down chimneys on British troops. Two cannons

were lifted off the ground and dropped yards away. A British
historian wrote: “More British soldiers were killed by this stroke
of nature than from all the firearms the American troops had
mustered.” British forces then fled and rains extinguished the
fires.
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“The providence of God has manifested itself in the visitation of a
fearful pestilence which is spreading itself throughout the land, it
is fitting that a people whose reliance has ever been in His
protection should humble themselves before His throne

acknowledging past transgressions, ask a continuance of the
Divine mercy. It is earnestly recommended that the first Friday in
August be observed throughout the United States as a Day of
Fasting, Humiliation, and Prayer.”
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Jonah 3:5-10 So the people of Nineveh believed God,
proclaimed a fast, and put on sackcloth, from the greatest to the
least of them. ® Then word came to the king of Nineveh; and he
arose from his throne and laid aside his robe,
covered himself with sackcloth and sat in ashes. 7 And he
caused it to be proclaimed and published throughout Nineveh by
the decree of the king and his nobles, saying, Let neither man

nor beast, herd nor flock, taste anything; do not let them eat, or
drink water. 8 But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth,
and cry mightily to God; yes, let every one turn from his evil way
and from the violence that is in his hands. ®\Who. can tell if God

will turnand relent, and, turn awaysfromqHis fierce anger, so that
we maynotperish?
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"Then God 'saw-their works, that they turned fromtheir evil
way; and God. relented. from the disaster-that He had said

He would bring upon them, and He did not do it." Jonah 3:10
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‘Nevertheless, | have this against you,. that you have left
your first love. > Remember therefore from where-you have

fallen; repent and do the first'works [repeat], or else | will
come to you quickly and remove your.lampstand from its
place — unless you.repent.” Rev2:4=5
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