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A Service of Song, Word, & Table
October 26, 2025

          * Please rise in body or spirit.

WELCOME   

PRELUDE     Dr. Daniel Cummings

CALL TO WORSHIP
This is the day the Lord has made:
a day for praise and prayer;
a day for gratitude and generosity.
This is the time God has given us:
a time for singing and silence;
a time for speaking and listening.
This is the life to which God calls us:
a life of humility and service;
a life of faith and trust.

*HYMN Gather Us In            TFWS 2236

* A READING FROM THE GOSPELS                Luke 18:9-14
This is the Word of God for the People of God.
Thanks be to God!

A READING FROM THE APOCRYPHA  Sirach 35:12-17

(11:00) ANTHEM       Love Divine, All Loves Excelling     Mark Edwards      
Chancel Choir 

HOMILY          

MUSICAL RESPONSE      Breathe on Me, Breath of God          UMH 420

Call to Reconciliation
When we pray to God, do we do so with pride in what wonderful people we are, or with 
that humble hope which recognizes how we have not lived as God’s children, and how 
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we need God’s forgiveness and grace in our lives? Join me as we pray to our God, 
saying,

Unison Prayer for Forgiveness
     Watching God, like the Pharisee, we think we can stick our thumbs into life, pull 
out a prayer, and congratulate ourselves for being such good Christians. Then, we 
remember the harsh words we have spoken this week, the hurt we have inflicted on 
someone we loved, the lack of compassion we failed to offer to someone who needed 
our help.
     Forgive us, God of Grace, and deal gently with us. May we become more like the 
tax collector - humble, penitent, acknowledging our faulty lives to you. Then, may 
we receive the mercy promised to us through Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior.

Silence is kept

Assurance of Pardon
Forgiven and healed, we open ourselves to the grace, the peace, the hope offered to us 
through our loving God. This is the good news we have received!
Graced and blessed, we are able to live our lives for others, taking them by the hand 
to reach that finish line called the Kingdom. Thanks be to God. Amen.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

REGATHERING HYMN   How Great Thou Art  (vs 1)     UMH 77  

INVITATION TO OFFERING & CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS     

OFFERTORY PRAYER

If our lives, our love, our gifts are not shared with others, the words we offer 
in prayer and praise are hollow.  So receive what we offer, Holy God, and 
bless them in the work of that kingdom which values the people we ridicule, 
lifts up those we have stepped over, and brings hope and healing to all.  In 
Jesus' name, we pray.  Amen.

OFFERTORY   Dr. Daniel Cummings, piano                                  

DOXOLOGY                                                                                   UMH 94
Praise God, From Whom All Blessings Flow   
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Sung responses by Bill Tune

May the Lord our God be with you!
And also with you!
Rejoice, O children of God, and open your hearts to our God.
Our hearts are overflow with the hope God has poured into them.
Rejoice, O children of God, and be glad!
We sing to the One who has dealt wondrously with us.

Your heart opened, Amazing God,
and abundant rain flowed forth
on that early morning of creation.
Caring and loving beyond all hope,
     the earth's floors were filled with grain
          and the plenty of every good thing;
     valleys overflowed with oil and wine.
Ever ready to crown us with your blessings,
your heart broke as we allowed sin
to cut out your hopes for us,
     as we welcomed death, who came
     destroying your intended life for us.
You sent the prophets into our midst,
to bring us back to live in your courts,
     but we preferred the hollow promises
     of temptation and seduction.
So you sent Jesus into our lives,
pouring your Spirit on his flesh,
so we might see you face to face.

So, with those who have finished the race,
with those who are only at the starting line,
we sing our praises to you:

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, heaven and earth are 
full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is the one who comes 
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.

Praise is due to you, Holy One,
for there is no other god like you,
and no Lord and Savior like Jesus Christ,
     who ran the race when we stumbled,
     who kept the faith when it slipped through our fingers.
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When sin’s unceasing passions
created a drought in our lives,
     he opened the channels of your river of life
     to flow through us, washing us clean
     and giving us new hopes and dreams.
When death held the deeds of our sins,
threatening to foreclose on our lives,
     he came to purchase them back,
     so we might live free and clear forever.

As we remember how he poured himself out for us,
as we celebrate the new hopes which fill our hearts,
we proclaim that mystery we call faith:

Christ has died; Christ is risen; Christ will come again.

Pour out your Spirit upon all people gathered
around your Table, filled with the gifts of creation.
From the plenty of the Bread of life,
     we will be fed until we are hungry
          to serve your children in every need;
from the sweet river which flows from the Cup,
     we will be humbled into your people,
     that we might exalt all who have been
          cast aside by the world around us.
For here at this Table of grace and joy,
     little boys and girls will tell stories
          of peace and hope;
     young women and men will envision
          lands where oppression has been destroyed;

     old women will recall dreams of justice,
          and work to turn them into reality;
     old men will prepare meals and serve them
          to all who hunger in every place.

And when the time of our departure comes,
and all who have longed for your appearing
are gathered around your river of life,
we will join our hearts and voices
in praising you forever and ever,
God in Community, Holy in One, Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER (SPOKEN IN YOUR HEART LANGUAGE)
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 
trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen.

   R3 Amen, amen, amen. 

MUSIC AT COMMUNION        Dr. Daniel Cummings 

INVITATION TO CHRISTIAN DISCIPLESHIP

* SENDING HYMN        Great is Thy Faithfulness       UMH 140

BENEDICTION                                                                        
We have offered praise and prayer to our God,
who sends us out to offer peace and hope to others.
We have heard the call of Jesus in the silence and singing,
and we will join him is speaking for the voiceless.
Filled by the Spirit with faith and trust,
we go to serve others, humbly and lovingly.

POSTLUDE                  Dr. Daniel Cummings


