
 

We are at War 
Ephesians 6:10-18  
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14 Stand firm then, with the belt of truth buckled around your waist, with the 
breastplate of righteousness in place…and the sword of the Spirit, which is 
the word of God. 
 
Truth - Because Deception is the enemy’s calling card.  
 
Deception is blinding.  
 
There is a map – God’s Word that reveals these dangerous places.  
 
Not listening to God is costly. 
 
Genesis 3:1-5 
Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God 
had made. He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat 
from any tree in the garden’?” 
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the 
garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the 
middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’” 
4 “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God 
knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will be 
like God, knowing good and evil.” 
 
I. Deception  - God is holding out on you.  
* He took a command of God and made it a question.  
 
God’s NO’S are to PROTECT YOU -  
So you can ENJOY GOD’S YES’S. 
 
Satan can’t make you sin. So he gets you to want to.  
 
II. Deception – God’s Word cannot be trusted.  
 
John 8:44  “…for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native 
language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.” 
 
Proverbs 14:12  “There is a way that appears to be right, 
but in the end it leads to death.” 



Romans 1:21-25 “For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as 
God or give thanks, but they became futile in their reasonings, and their 
senseless hearts were darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became 
fools, 23 and they exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the 
form of corruptible mankind, of birds, four-footed animals, and crawling creatures. 

24 Therefore God gave them up to vile impurity in the lusts of their hearts, so that 
their bodies would be dishonored among them. 25 For they exchanged the truth 
of God for falsehood, and worshipped and served the creature rather than 
the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen. 

 
When we don’t live in Truth - we don’t have Discernment.   
 
Hebrews 5:11-14. 11 We have much to say about this, but it is hard to make it 
clear to you because you no longer try to understand. 12 In fact, though by this 
time you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you the elementary 
truths of God’s word all over again. You need milk, not solid food! 13 Anyone who 
lives on milk, being still an infant, is not acquainted with the teaching about 
righteousness. 14 But solid food is for the mature, who by constant use 
have trained themselves to distinguish good from evil. 
 
James 1:13-16 13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For 
God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each 
person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and 
enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it 
is full-grown, gives birth to death. 16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and 
sisters. 
 
You play with sin.  
 Then it plays with you.  
 
 
Sin will take you farther than you want to go.  
 Sin will keep you longer than you want to stay.  
  Sin will cost you more than you want to pay.  
 
Sin is a desire to be independent. Not needing God.  
Be “like God” - so you won’t need God.  
 
We create environments -  
Righteous living creates an environment where righteousness is welcome.  
Unrighteous living creates an environment where unrighteousness is welcome.  
 
Sharpen your sword. 
 



Joshua 1:9  “Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be 
terrified; neither be discouraged, for the Lord your God will be with you wherever 
you go.” 
 
Philippians 1:6 “being confident of this, that he who began a good work in you 
will carry it on to completion until the day of Christ Jesus. 
 
Philippians 4:19 “And my God will meet all your needs according to the riches of 
his glory in Christ Jesus.” 
 
Proverbs 3:5-6  “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding, in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your 
paths straight.” 
 
2 Timothy 1:7 “For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us 
power, love and self-discipline.” 
 
Psalm 27:1 “The Lord is my light and my salvation—whom shall I fear? 
The Lord is the stronghold of my life— of whom shall I be afraid? 
 
1 John 4:4   You, dear children, are from God and have overcome 
them, because the one who is in you is greater than the one who is in the world. 
 
Romans 8:1 “Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in 
Christ Jesus.” 
 
1 Peter 5:7  “Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.” 
 
James 1:5 “If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives 
generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to you.” 
 
Be strong in the Lord. 
Put on the full armor. 
Take your stand.  
Stay alert. 
Keep praying. 
 
	


