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Present Suffering and Future Glory
Romans 8:18-24

“I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be revealed in
us. For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be revealed. For the
creation was subjected to frustration, futility), not by its own choice, but by the will of the one who
subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to decay, corruption)
and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. We know that the whole creation has
been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, but we
ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for our adoption to
sonship, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no
hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have?”

2 Corinthians 4:16-18

“Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being
renewed day by day. For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that
far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen, since what is
seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”

Romans 5

“Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord
Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.
And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings,
because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character,
hope. And hope does not put us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us. You see, at just the right time, when we were still
powerless, Christ died for the ungodly. But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we
were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

“Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that
you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. For we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in

him. According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the
coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will
come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet
call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the
Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.”



1 Corinthians 15:50-54

“I declare to you, brothers and sisters, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, nor
does the perishable inherit the imperishable. Listen, | tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we
will all be changed in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will
sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. For the perishable must clothe
itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. When the perishable has been clothed
with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true:
“Death has been swallowed up in victory.”

SEEK HOPE - not happiness
The biblical definition of hope is "confident expectation."

Romans 8:24-25 “For in this hope we were saved. But hope that is seen is no hope at all. Who
hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for what we do not yet have, we wait for it
patiently.”

Hebrews 11:1,7 “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance about what we do not
see.” “By faith Noah, when warned about things not yet seen, in holy fear built an ark to save his
family. By his faith he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness that is in keeping
with faith.”

Proverbs 23:18 “There is surely a future hope for you, and your hope will not be cut off.”

Jeremiah 29:11 “For | know the plans | have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and
not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.”

Psalm 46:2-3 “Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the
heart of the sea, though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging.”

1 Peter 1:3 “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has
given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead”
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Galatians 5:5 “For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope.’

Romans 5:3-5 “... we also glory in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces
perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope. And hope does not put us to shame,
because God'’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been given
tous.”

1 Thessalonians 1:3 'We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your
labor prompted by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”

1 Thessalonians 4:13 “Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who
sleep in death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.”

1 Corinthians 13:13 "And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is
love. and love springs from hope.”

Colossians 1:4-5 “Hope produces joy and peace in believers through the power of the Spirit.”



Romans 12:12 “Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.”

Romans 15:13 “May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you
may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.”

Titus 1:1-2 “Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ to further the faith of God'’s elect
and their knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness— in the hope of eternal life, which God, who
does not lie, promised before the beginning of time”

Titus 2:11-14 “For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people.

It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright
and godly lives in this present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of
our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all

wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.”

1 John 3:1-3 “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of
God! And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him.
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. But we
know that when Christ appears, we shall be like him, for we shall see him as he is. All who have this
hope in him purify themselves, just as he is pure.”

Review:
Romans 8:10 “But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin,
the Spirit gives life because of righteousness.”

Romans 8:11 “And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised
Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.”



