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I. Those Who Fall Asleep 
“Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in death, so that 
you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope. For we believe that Jesus died and 
rose again, and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in him. 
According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the coming of 
the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord himself will come 
down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call 
of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first. After that, we who are still alive and are left will be 
caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the 
Lord forever. Therefore encourage one another with these words.” - 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
 
Takeaway: Those who are in Christ have the ultimate hope. 
 
 
Takeaway: Because of this hope, WE should encourage one another. 
 
 
C.S. Lewis Quote: “The Christian says, 'Creatures are not born with desires unless satisfaction for 
those desires exists. A baby feels hunger: well, there is such a thing as food. A duckling wants to 
swim: well, there is such a thing as water…..If I find in myself a desire which no experience in this 
world can satisfy, the most probable explanation is that I was made for another world. If none of my 
earthly pleasures satisfy it, that does not prove that the universe is a fraud. Probably earthly pleasures 
were never meant to satisfy it, but only to arouse it, to suggest the real thing. If that is so, I must take 
care, on the one hand, never to despise, or to be unthankful for, these earthly blessings, and on the 
other, never to mistake them for the something else of which they are only a kind of copy, or echo, or 
mirage. I must keep alive in myself the desire for my true country, which I shall not find till after death; 
I must never let it get snowed under or turned aside; I must make it the main object of life to press on 
to that country and to help others to do the same.” 
 
 
II. The Day of the Lord  

 
“Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, for you know very 
well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. While people are saying, “Peace and 
safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a pregnant woman, and they will 
not escape. But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you 
like a thief. You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night or 



to the darkness. So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and sober. For 
those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at night. But since we belong to 
the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a 
helmet. For God did not appoint us to suffer wrath but to receive salvation through our Lord Jesus 
Christ. He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. 
Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.” 
- 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11 
 
“We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labor prompted by 
love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ.”  - 1 Thessalonians 1:3 
 
 
“But Timothy has just now come to us from you and has brought good news about your faith and 
love….” -1 Thessalonians 3:6 
 
 
“Therefore, brother and sisters, in all our distress and persecution we were encouraged about you 
because of your faith.” - 1 Thessalonians 3:7 
 
“Then I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse! The one sitting on it is called Faithful and 
True, and in righteousness, he judges and makes war. His eyes are like a flame of fire, and on his 
head are many diadems, and he has a name written that no one knows but himself. He is clothed in a 
robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God. And the armies of 
heaven, arrayed in fine linen, white and pure, were following him on white horses. From his mouth 
comes a sharp sword with which to strike down the nations, and he will rule them with a rod of iron. 
He will tread the winepress of the fury of the wrath of God the Almighty. On his robe and on his thigh 
he has a name written, King of kings and Lord of lords.” - Revelation 19:11-16 
 


