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Foundations of Faith - The Holy Scriptures
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From Nazarene.org:

“Christian discipleship is a way of life. It is the process of learning how God would have
us live in the world. As we learn to live in obedience to the Word of God, in
submission to the disciplines of the faith, and in accountability to one another, we begin
to understand the true joy of the disciplined life and the Christian meaning of freedom.”

You should be concerned when:
e There is no transformation from your reading
e The Scriptures are no longer precious to you

Psalm 119:72, NET
“The law you have revealed is more important to me than thousands of pieces of gold
and silver.”

¢ You tie it to others failed examples — This is personal to you
e You lose your desperation (I Samuel 3:21; John 17:13,17,20; Romans 10:17)

What to expect?
¢ You will be shocked
o The virgin Mary was shocked

Luke 1:34, NET

“Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since | have not been intimate with a man?”
The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High
will overshadow you. Therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called the
Son of God.””

¢ You will be confused — Not chronological, alphabetical, numerical

e You will not find all the answers you are looking for. “Scripture is comprehensive,
not exhaustive.”

e You may grow discouraged



Why read? Reading the Bible:
e Leads us into salvation (I Timothy 4:16; Romans 10:15-17; Il Timothy 4:2)
o We are not saved by our Bible reading

John 5:39-40, NET

“You study the scriptures thoroughly because you think in them you possess eternal
life, and it is these same scriptures that testify about me, but you are not willing to
come to me so that you may have life.”

o The Bible “inerrantly reveals the will of God concerning us in all things necessary
to our salvation.” (Article of Faith, 1V)

e Contests Satan’s temptations (Genesis 3:1; Ephesians 6:17; John 8:32,44; | John
2:14)

e Grows you in grace and peace (Il Peter 1:2)

e Protects us from wrong beliefs, bad theology and false teachers (Hebrews 13:9;
Ephesians 4:13-14; Galatians 1:6-9)

e Hope for eternity

How to read?
e Find a translation you can understand
¢ Note taking cultivates careful Bible reading
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e Slow down and read Scripture
¢ Read for the drama; read for the white space
e |OUS Prayer
Incline heart
Psalm 119:36, ESV
“Incline my heart to your testimonies, and not to selfish gain!”

Open eyes
Psalm 119:18, ESV
“Open my eyes, that | may behold wondrous things out of your law.”

Unite my heart
Psalm 86:11, ESV
“Teach me your way, O LORD, that | may walk in your truth; unite my heart to fear your
name.”

Satisfy my soul
Psalm 90:14, ESV
“Satisfy us in the morning with your steadfast love, that we may rejoice and be glad all
our days.”



