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“Paul and Silas then traveled through the towns of Amphipolis and Apollonia and came to 
Thessalonica, where there was a Jewish synagogue. As was Paul’s custom, he went to the 
synagogue service, and for three Sabbaths in a row he used the Scriptures to reason with the 
people. He explained the prophecies and proved that the Messiah must suffer and rise from the 
dead. He said, “This Jesus I’m telling you about is the Messiah.” Some of the Jews who listened 
were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas, along with many God-fearing Greek men and quite a few 
prominent women. But some of the Jews were jealous, so they gathered some troublemakers from 
the marketplace to form a mob and start a riot. They attacked the home of Jason, searching for Paul 
and Silas so they could drag them out to the crowd. Not finding them there, they dragged out Jason 
and some of the other believers instead and took them before the city council. “Paul and Silas have 
caused trouble all over the world,” they shouted, “and now they are here disturbing our city, too. And 
Jason has welcomed them into his home. They are all guilty of treason against Caesar, for they 
profess allegiance to another king, named Jesus.” The people of the city, as well as the city council, 
were thrown into turmoil by these reports. So the officials forced Jason and the other believers to 
post bond, and then they released them.” 
Acts 17:1-9 
 
“We” fights against consumerism, individuality and, self-centeredness. 
“We” dramatically refocuses life away from “me” to a life with others. 
“We” builds partnerships for the greater kingdom, not for your/my kingdom. 
  
Living as “we” overcomes obstacles 
 
“This letter is from Paul, Silas, and Timothy. We are writing to the church in Thessalonica, to you who 
belong to God the Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. May God give you grace and peace. We always 
thank God for all of you and pray for you constantly. As we pray to our God and Father about you, we 
think of your faithful work, your loving deeds, and the enduring hope you have because of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” 
I Thessalonians 1:1-3 
 
Even though they are not in the same room, spiritual life is exchanged, prayer is offered, 
encouragement is shared (1:2-3). 
  
“We” is a life of influence 
 
“We know, dear brothers and sisters, that God loves you and has chosen you to be his own 
people. For when we brought you the Good News, it was not only with words but also with power, 
for the Holy Spirit gave you full assurance that what we said was true. And you know of our concern 



for you from the way we lived when we were with you. So you received the message with joy from 
the Holy Spirit in spite of the severe suffering it brought you. In this way, you imitated both us and the 
Lord. As a result, you have become an example to all the believers in Greece—throughout both 
Macedonia and Achaia. And now the word of the Lord is ringing out from you to people everywhere, 
even beyond Macedonia and Achaia, for wherever we go we find people telling us about your faith in 
God. We don’t need to tell them about it, for they keep talking about the wonderful welcome you 
gave us and how you turned away from idols to serve the living and true God. And they speak of how 
you are looking forward to the coming of God’s Son from heaven—Jesus, whom God raised from the 
dead. He is the one who has rescued us from the terrors of the coming judgment.” 
I Thessalonians 1:4-10 
 
Eternity should be central to our life of influence. 
  
The life together in “we” looks like a good family 
Mother – gentle, caring/nurturing toward maturity, loving, sharing life (2:7-8) 
Father – encouraging, comforting, urging you onward (2:11-12) 
Brothers and sisters– shared life, alleviate burdens, suffering together (2:9,14) 
  
Questions for your discussions: 
What obstacles stand in your way of “me” becoming “we”? 
How have others influenced your life?  Do you see yourself as an influencer of others? 
  
 


