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Revelation 17 – Judgment of religious Babylon 
 
Revelation 17:1 
“One of the seven angels who had the seven bowls came and said to me, “Come, I will show you the 
punishment of the great prostitute, who sits by many waters.” 
 
Hosea 1:2 
“When the Lord began to speak through Hosea, the Lord said to him, “Go, marry a 
promiscuous woman and have children with her, for like an adulterous wife this land is guilty of 
unfaithfulness to the Lord.’” 
 
Jeremiah 3:6,8   
“During the reign of King Josiah, the Lord said to me, “Have you seen what faithless Israel has done? 
She has gone up on every high hill and under every spreading tree and has committed adultery there. 
I gave faithless Israel her certificate of divorce and sent her away because of all her adulteries. Yet I 
saw that her unfaithful sister Judah had no fear; she also went out and committed adultery.” 
 
Revelation 17:2-5 
“With her the kings of the earth committed adultery, and the inhabitants of the earth were intoxicated 
with the wine of her adulteries.” Then the angel carried me away in the Spirit into a wilderness. There 
I saw a woman sitting on a scarlet beast that was covered with blasphemous names and had seven 
heads and ten horns.The woman was dressed in purple and scarlet, and was glittering with gold, 
precious stones and pearls. She held a golden cup in her hand, filled with abominable things and the 
filth of her adulteries. The name written on her forehead was a mystery: babylon the great the mother 
of prostitutes and of the abominations of the earth.” 
 
Descendant of Noah, Ham had Cannon…. Nimrod who built large cities…Babylon and they resisted 
the will of the Lord. Out of Babylon came the tower of babel. (All religion is an attempt to reach God)  
 
Babylonian system – controlled by Satan  
 
World religion – will persecute those who were believers. With the church gone - world religion will 
control. 
 
Karl Marx – “Religion is the opiate of the people’ it’s like a drug, it's not real, religion without Christ is 
nothing, worthless.” 
 
1 Timothy 4:1 
“The Spirit clearly says that in later times some will abandon the faith and follow deceiving spirits and 
things taught by demons.” 



 
2 Timothy 3:5 
“having a form of godliness but denying its power. Have nothing to do with such people.” 
 
“Imagine” – John Lennon 
Imagine there's no heaven 
It's easy if you try 
No hell below us 
Above us, only sky 
Imagine all the people 
Livin' for today 
 
Imagine there's no countries 
It isn't hard to do 
Nothing to kill or die for 
And no religion, too 
Imagine all the people 
Livin' life in peace 
 
You may say I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 
I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will be as one 
 
Imagine no possessions 
I wonder if you can 
No need for greed or hunger 
A brotherhood of man 
 
Imagine all the people 
Sharing all the world 
 
You may say I'm a dreamer 
But I'm not the only one 
I hope someday you'll join us 
And the world will live as one 
 

Revelation 17:6-8 

“I saw that the woman was drunk with the blood of God’s holy people, the blood of those who bore 
testimony to Jesus. When I saw her, I was greatly astonished. (horrified). Then the angel said to me: 
“Why are you astonished? I will explain to you the mystery of the woman and of the beast she rides, 
which has the seven heads and ten horns. The beast, which you saw, once was, now is not, and yet 
will come up out of the Abyss and go to its destruction. The inhabitants of the earth whose names 
have not been written in the book of life from the creation of the world will be astonished when they 
see the beast, because it once was, now is not, and yet will come.”  
 
Evil will have a fatal head wound. Will die. And come back. Rise again. And many will believe him.  
 
 
 



Revelation 17:9-18 

 “This calls for a mind with wisdom. The seven heads are seven hills on which the woman sits. They 
are also seven kings. Five have fallen, one is, the other has not yet come; but when he does come, he 
must remain for only a little while. The beast who once was, and now is not, is an eighth king. He 
belongs to the seven and is going to his destruction. The ten horns you saw are ten kings who have 
not yet received a kingdom, but who for one hour will receive authority as kings along with the beast. 
They have one purpose and will give their power and authority to the beast. They will wage 
war against the Lamb, but the Lamb will triumph over them because he is Lord of lords and King of 
kings—and with him will be his called, chosen and faithful followers. Then the angel said to me, “The 
waters you saw, where the prostitute sits, are peoples, multitudes, nations and languages. The beast 
and the ten horns you saw will hate the prostitute. They will bring her to ruin and leave her 
naked; they will eat her flesh and burn her with fire. For God has put it into their hearts to accomplish 
his purpose by agreeing to hand over to the beast their royal authority, until God’s words are 
fulfilled. The woman you saw is the great city (Babylon the city of sin)  that rules over the kings of the 
earth.” 
 
 
Revelation 18 – Judgment of economic Babylon 
 
Lament Over Fallen Babylon 
Some say Babylon is a literal city that comes into power again. 
Some say Babylon is a representative city of sin. 
Bottom line: God will judge! 
 
1. The Regathering / Rebirth of Isreal  (1948)  
2. The Reuniting of the Roman Empire   (one world government) 
3. The Reduction of America 
4. Rise of Globalism  
5. The reality of War in the Middle East 
 
Revelation 18:1-3 
“After this I saw another angel coming down from heaven. He had great authority, and the earth was 
illuminated by his splendor.2 With a mighty voice he shouted: “‘Fallen! Fallen is Babylon the Great!’ 
She has become a dwelling for demons and a haunt for every impure spirit, a haunt for every unclean 
bird, a haunt for every unclean and detestable animal. For all the nations have drunk the maddening 
wine of her adulteries. The kings of the earth committed adultery with her, and the merchants of the 
earth grew rich from her excessive luxuries.” 
 
Isaiah 13:19 
“the jewel of kingdoms, the pride and glory of the Babylonians, 
will be overthrown by God like Sodom and Gomorrah.” 
 
Revelation 18:4-8 – Warning to Escape Babylon’s Judgment 
“Then I heard another voice from heaven say: ‘Come out of her, my people,’ so that you will not 
share in her sins, so that you will not receive any of her plagues; for her sins are piled up to heaven, 
and God has remembered her crimes. Give back to her as she has given; pay her back double for 
what she has done. Pour her a double portion from her own cup.Give her as much torment and 
grief as the glory and luxury she gave herself. In her heart she boasts, ‘I sit enthroned as queen. I am 



not a widow; I will never mourn.’ Therefore in one day her plagues will overtake her: death, mourning 
and famine. She will be consumed by fire, for mighty is the Lord God who judges her.” 
 
Revelation 18:9-20 – Threefold Woe Over Babylon’s Fall 
“When the kings of the earth who committed adultery with her and shared her luxury see the smoke 
of her burning, they will weep and mourn over her.  Terrified at her torment, they will stand far off and 
cry: “Woe! Woe to you, great city, you mighty city of Babylon! In one hour your doom has come!’ The 
merchants of the earth will weep and mourn over her because no one buys their cargoes 
anymore— cargoes of gold, silver, precious stones and pearls; fine linen, purple, silk and scarlet 
cloth; every sort of citron wood, and articles of every kind made of ivory, costly wood, bronze, iron 
and marble; cargoes of cinnamon and spice, of incense, myrrh and frankincense, of wine and olive 
oil, of fine flour and wheat; cattle and sheep; horses and carriages; and human beings sold as slaves. 
They will say, ‘The fruit you longed for is gone from you. All your luxury and splendor have vanished, 
never to be recovered.’ The merchants who sold these things and gained their wealth from her will 
stand far off, terrified at her torment. They will weep and mourn and cry out: “‘Woe! Woe to you, 
great city, dressed in fine linen, purple and scarlet, and glittering with gold, precious stones and 
pearls! In one hour such great wealth has been brought to ruin! Every sea captain, and all who travel 
by ship, the sailors, and all who earn their living from the sea, will stand far off. When they see the 
smoke of her burning, they will exclaim, ‘Was there ever a city like this great city?’  They will throw 
dust on their heads, and with weeping and mourning cry out: ‘Woe! Woe to you, great city, where all 
who had ships on the sea became rich through her wealth! In one hour she has been brought to ruin!’ 
Rejoice over her, you heavens! Rejoice, you people of God! Rejoice, apostles and prophets! For God 
has judged her with the judgment she imposed on you.” 
 
Revelation 18:21 – The Finality of Babylon’s Doom 
“Then a mighty angel picked up a boulder the size of a large millstone and threw it into the sea, and 
said: “With such violence the great city of Babylon will be thrown down, never to be found again.” 
 
Jeremiah 51:60, 63-64 
“Jeremiah had written on a scroll about all the disasters that would come upon Babylon—all that had 
been recorded concerning Babylon.  63 When you finish reading this scroll, tie a stone to it and throw 
it into the Euphrates. 64 Then say, ‘So will Babylon sink to rise no more because of the disaster I will 
bring on her. And her people will fall.’” 
 
The words of Jeremiah end here. 
 

Revelation 18:22-24 
“The music of harpists and musicians, pipers and trumpeters, will never be heard in you again. No 
worker of any trade will ever be found in you again The sound of a millstone will never be heard in 
you again. The light of a lamp will never shine in you again. The voice of bridegroom and bride will 
never be heard in you again. Your merchants were the world’s important people. By your magic 
spell all the nations were led astray. In her was found the blood of prophets and of God’s holy 
people, of all who have been slaughtered on the earth.” 
 
God’s creation was good.  But SIN. 
 
 
 
 



Genesis 4:16-17 
“So Cain went out from the Lord’s presence and lived in the land of Nod, east of Eden.  Cain made 
love to his wife, and she became pregnant and gave birth to Enoch. Cain was then building a 
city, and he named it after his son Enoch.” 
 
Loving himself, his son, his city. 
 
Matthew 6:24 
“No one can serve two masters. Either you will hate the one and love the other, or you will be 
devoted to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve both God and money.” 
 
God is going to destroy all human selfishness and idolatry.  
 
Summary: Greg Laurie: “what people didn’t understand is that it all starts out so promising and 
hopeful. The world recovers from the shock of losing millions of people at the rapture, and here 
comes this vision of a new era of global peace and prosperity calm. A robust economy returns to the 
world, and the people are making money hand over fist. There’s a new religion that, at long last, 
everyone can agree on. Best of all, you have a clever, charismatic leader who everyone seems to like 
and trust but then this “man of peace “shows his true colors. After helping the Jews rebuild the 
temple, he directs an image of himself in the temple and commands people to worship it. That is 
called the abomination of desolation. 
 
Philippians 3:20   
“But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
We are in this world not of this world. Come out and be separate. 
 
 
 
 
Revelation 19:1-3 
“After this I heard what sounded like the roar of a great multitude in heaven shouting: “Hallelujah! 
Salvation and glory and power belong to our God, for true and just are his judgments. He has 
condemned the great prostitute who corrupted the earth by her adulteries. He has avenged on her 
the blood of his servants.” And again they shouted: “Hallelujah! The smoke from her goes up for ever 
and ever.’” 
 
***Tell others of God and his love for them. 
 


