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Change: Hebrews 7:1-28 
Pastor Jerome Gay Jr. 

Announcements 
❑ FAF Day the 29th and Baptisms  
❑ January 5th meeting with ALL SP’s 
❑ Grand Opening January 12th, 2020 (pic) 

(Hebrews 2:1 | Drift | Anchor) 

A six-letter verb holds the key to unlock the door that’s keeping 
us in a room of disappointment, despondency, dejection and a 
destructive cycle. That word, change. How are you about 
change? Do you like change or do you generally like things to 
stay the same? (change pic) 

“Everyone thinks of changing the world, but no one thinks of 
changing himself.” ― Leo Tolstoy 

There are two things you need to know about change: 

1. Change is inevitable 
2. Change is optional 

NF – Change (pic) 
I don't do drugs, I'm addicted to the pain though 
Yeah, I been on it for a while, dunno how to put it down 
Gotta have it, it's a habit I'ma break though 
I just wanna take a hit, keep sayin' I'ma quit 
Keep sayin' I'ma leave, but I stay though 
I just want a little fix, I don't wanna take a risk 
I don't like it when I drift from the safe zone 
But lately, I been thinkin' I'ma have to 
Lettin' go of things that I'm attached to 
I like to walk around and act like I don't know what it is 
But I know what it is, I just never wanna commit 
Runnin' from change 
I'm lookin' for change 
I'm searchin' for change 
I'm lookin' for change 
I just want, I just want change 

Again, change is inevitable AND change is optional, but it’s the 
change that’s optional that you should be the most concerned 
about because it’s what you do with optional change that 
determines how you grow and if you grow. 

Thought Tattoo 
My response to change will either be optimal or an obstacle. 

The author of Hebrews is going to present his readers with 
change that they didn’t see coming and that they’re having a 
hard time accepting; the priesthood. Here’s what you and I 
need to learn from this passage. God’s goal is never simply to 
change things around you, but it’s to change what’s in you. 
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Rather than asking God to change what’s around ask God to 
reveal what He’s changing, stirring and redirecting in you. You 
have a choice embrace the internal change (optimal) or refuse it 
because your predictable routine seems more comfortable 
(obstacle). Your response to change will either be optimal 
for your growth or an obstacle to it. 

Hebrews 7:1-3 
For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of God Most High, 
met Abraham and blessed him as he returned from defeating 
the kings, 2 and Abraham gave him a tenth of everything. First, 
his name means king of righteousness, then also, king of 
Salem, meaning king of peace. 3 Without father, mother, or 
genealogy, having neither beginning of days nor end of life, but 
resembling the Son of God, he remains a priest forever.  

Take Note… 
Change how I see and respond to authority. 

Our author goes into more detail about Melchizedek, he shows 
up a couple of times in the Old Testament in Genesis 14 and in 
Psalm 110, both instances are referenced here in Hebrews 7, 
there are couple of aspects of Melchizedek that lets us know 
that he points to a greater priesthood: 

❑ He’s a priest and a king – Israel intentionally 
separated those two offices, you were either a priest of 
a king, but not both. In fact, Kin Uzziah died for trying 
to fulfill both roles. “In the year that King Uzziah died, 
I saw the Lord seated on a high and lofty throne, and 
the hem of his robe filled the temple” (Isa. 6:1). King 

Uzziah died in disgrace because he defied God’s law by 
acting as a priest. He was struck with leprosy and cut 
off from his people (2 Chron. 26:16-21). 

❑ His name means righteousness and peace – this is 
important because God wants us to know that this priest 
is pointing us to something better and someone better 
than the Levitical priesthood. He’s a righteous king and 
his kingdom aligns with the realm of peace. 

❑ Without father and mother – there’s no record of his 
genealogy. This doesn’t mean that he doesn’t have one, 
the point is that his priesthood lasts forever. 

❑  He was a King of Salem – not only is he a king and a 
priest, he is outside of the tribe of Israel. This would 
have blown the original audience of this letter away. In 
fact, they would’ve most like been shaking their heads 
in disbelief. Why? The change is disrupting what 
they’re used to.  

❑ He blessed Abraham – in Genesis 14:17-20, we read 
of Abraham’s encounter with Melchizedek. What we 
find out is that Melchizedek blessed Abraham after 
Abraham defeated Chedorloamer and the kings who 
with him. The king of Sodom also came out to meet 
Abraham, but he came out to negotiate with him. One 
blessed and the other negotiated. You’re seeing God’s 
authority properly when you understand that He can 
change: 
A. Season – the season of needing the Levitical 

priesthood is over. What seasons are you holding 
on to? What you’re holding on to could be holding 
you back from something great. 
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B. Circle – their relationship with Aaron and the 
Levitical priesthood has changed. Not only is 
Melchizedek not from the tribe of Levi, he’s not 
even from Israel. What relationships are you 
limiting because you’re holding onto too tight to 
old ones? 

C. Subject – the focus in no longer the priest, but who 
the priest points to; Christ. Abraham probably had 
the greatest earthly name in the Old Testament, 
second only to Yahweh, but our author is telling 
them that Melchizedek is better than Abraham. How 
do we know this, in verse 7 he says, “Without a 
doubt, the inferior is blessed by the superior”. 
Melchizedek blessed Abraham meaning that he’s 
superior to him. 

Don’t forget the context of Genesis 14, Melchizedek blessed 
Abraham and the king of Sodom tries to negotiate with 
Abraham. You’re not seeing or responding to God’s authority 
properly when you attempt to negotiate with Him (man and 
church | woman and app | stay, but you’re everywhere God) If 
you find yourself negotiating with God, just know that 
you’re trying to convince God that disobeying Him is good 
for you! 

How should we respond? 
❑ Receive the free gift – Abraham accepted it. 
❑ Know our place – in receiving the gift, he’s accepting 

that he’s inferior. 
❑ Give back – Abraham gave a tenth to Melchizedek. 

Hebrews 7:4-10 
4 Now consider how great this man was: even Abraham the 
patriarch gave a tenth of the plunder to him. 5 The sons of 
Levi who receive the priestly office have a command according 
to the law to collect a tenth from the people — that is, from 
their brothers and sisters — though they have also descended 
from Abraham. 6 But one without this lineage collected a tenth 
from Abraham and blessed the one who had the promises. 7 
Without a doubt, the inferior is blessed by the superior. 8 In the 
one case, men who will die receive a tenth, but in the other 
case, Scripture testifies that he lives. 9 And in a sense Levi 
himself, who receives a tenth, has paid a tenth through 
Abraham, 10 for he was still within his ancestor when 
Melchizedek met him. 

Take Note… 
Change how we give, what we give and why we give. 

Our author calls Abraham a patriarch, this word denotes the 
highest level of honor in Jewish culture. Our author does this to 
make a larger point. By connecting the title of respect to 
Abraham, our author is demonstrating the superiority of 
Melchizedek, even when compared to Abraham. Al Mohler 
points out, “if Levi and his sons were to receive tithes, what is 
Abraham doing giving tithes to Melchizedek? This 
demonstrates that the priestly order of Melchizedek supersedes 
the priestly order of Levi because Abraham—the progenitor of 
the Levitical line—paid the tithe to Melchizedek. Since the 
Levitical priests descend from Abraham and Melchizedek 
surpasses Abraham, the Melchizedekian priesthood must be 
superior to the Levitical priesthood.” 
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Abraham gave to Melchizedek, Abraham feels, as a matter of 
obligation to God Most High, that he should give this priest a 
tenth of everything he had obtained. This tithe would not have 
been a small tip, but a large payment made by one of Israel’s 
most important figures. Remember, Abraham just won a battle 
and took the possessions of the kings he defeated, so, he had a 
lot of stuff and he just got it but notice he didn’t wait to give 
from what he just received, he gave immediately. When it 
comes to giving, be expedient in your obedience! Don’t wait to 
do it.  

❑ How to give – with joy and a sense of obligation. In 
other words, I feel obligated to give to God because of 
who He is, this obligation isn’t a forceful one, but a free 
one. A synonym for the word obligated is commitment, 
giving to God displays a commitment to gratitude, 
which we all should have for the one who saved us.  

❑ What we give – you’re responsible to give 100% of 
what God is challenging you to give. Here’s what I 
mean, if God is telling you to give 10%, 9% is 
disobedience, if God is telling you to give 15%, 10% is 
disobedience, but this isn’t about money it about your 
heart. Remember this, God’s goal in giving is not to get 
the money out of your pocket, but to get the idols but 
of your heart. (negotiating on how not give means 
money is an idol) So, if you have a talent and you do 
because everyone has one, if you’re not serving God 
with that talent or you’re not serving God’s house, 
that’s not honoring God who gave the best gift the 
world could have, His son. Every gift God has given me 

I want to use it for His glory and give it back to Him by 
serving others with it. What about you? 

❑ Why we give – I don’t give to get something back, I 
give because the one who has every right to only 
receive, chose to give His life for mine. I give because 
He didn’t have to save me, but He did. I give because 
giving is an act of worship and not giving is holding 
back a form of worship to God. (kids | say thank you) 

Hebrews 7:11-14 
11 Now if perfection came through the Levitical priesthood 
(for on the basis of it the people received the law), what further 
need was there for another priest to appear, said to be 
according to the order of Melchizedek and not according to the 
order of Aaron? 12 For when there is a change of the 
priesthood, there must be a change of law as well. 13 For the 
one these things are spoken about belonged to a different tribe. 
No one from it has served at the altar. 14 Now it is evident that 
our Lord came from Judah, and Moses said nothing about 
that tribe concerning priests. 

Take Note… 
Change how we think God works. 

This section of scripture would have shocked the people 
hearing this to their core. Our author just said that Christ’s as 
our great high priest (Heb. 4:15) has a superior priesthood than 
the entire Levitical priesthood. The Levitical priesthood was 
their backbone and a huge component of Go’s covenant with 
Israel, yet, in a few sentences he says, what you’ve held onto 
for decades, doesn’t compare to what God has for you. The 
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question that the readers of this letter must have is why and 
how is Christ’s priesthood better? The word another has two 
Greek usages in the New Testament. One is the word alos, 
which is different of the same kind (red and green apples). The 
other word is heteros, which is different of a different kind 
(apple and cat). 

Remember, the priest was not to be a king, and the king was 
not to be a priest. The tribe of Levi produced the priests, and 
the tribe of Judah, the tribe primarily remembered as the tribe 
of King David, produced the kings. Jesus Christ is not merely 
from the tribe of Judah, though. He is no ordinary member of 
the tribe. He is the Messiah who is going to reestablish David’s 
throne.  They were used to God working one way and allowed 
that one experience with God to define all others. Many of you 
have experienced God in a way that was legitimate, but limited. 
What makes the experience limited is that you’ve closed your 
heart off to God working through different means. See the 
beauty of diversity is that you that God works in many ways: 

❑ Loud and boisterous AND the quiet and reflective 

❑ Yell and cry AND those who just close their eyes 
❑ Promotion AND lay off 

Bonsai tree (pic)  

Bonsai trees. Most people assume that bonsai trees are 
naturally small tress, but that is not the case. These little trees 
possess the same DNA as a full-size tree, and they are capable 
of reaching towering heights. However, due to the tiny pots in 
which they are raised, bonsai trees grow only twelve to twenty-
four inches tall. Their environment restricts their growth. 

Do you have bonsai theology? Bonsai faith?  

Many of you today have bonsai faith, which is causing bonsai 
experiences with God. Don’t allow past experiences with God 
to limit present and future experiences with Him. Change how 
you think God works, then watch Him work to change you! 

Hebrews 7:15-17 
15 And this becomes clearer if another priest like Melchizedek 
appears, 16 who did not become a priest based on a legal 
regulation about physical descent but based on the power of an 
indestructible life. 17 For it has been testified: You are a priest 
forever according to the order of Melchizedek.  

Take Note… 
Change who we think God uses in our lives. 

How can God use a King of Salem in the lives of Israelites? 
Why would God let a man from outside of Israel bless the 

Levitical Priesthood Christ’s Priesthood

Revealed the Law Fulfilled the Law

Changed Priest Permanent Priest

Tribe of Levi Tribe of Judah

Imperfect Perfect

Destructible Indestructible
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patriarch Abraham? Why would God allow Melchizedek to be 
a priest and a king? 

It’s because Melchizedek is pointing us to someone greater, 
someone better than all of the human heroes and sheroes and in 
order to get their attention and ours God uses the most unlikely 
people to get our attention. The Levitical priest died and would 
need to be replaced, but Christ defeated death and therefore has 
a better priesthood and more importantly gives us access to 
God. The access we have through Christ’s priesthood is based 
on faith and not the law. The law matters and it always will, but 
it was never intended to save.  

Hebrews 7:18-22 
18 So the previous command is annulled because it was weak 
and unprofitable 19 (for the law perfected nothing), but a better 
hope is introduced, through which we draw near to God. 20 
None of this happened without an oath. For others became 
priests without an oath, 21 but he became a priest with an oath 
made by the one who said to him: The Lord has sworn and will 
not change his mind, “You are a priest forever.” 22 Because of 
this oath, Jesus has also become the guarantee of a better 
covenant. 

Take Note… 
Change how we receive God’s promises. 

God made a promise to Abraham that he would be a father of 
many nations. That promise was secured by faith (Gen. 15:6), 
not the law. Paul echoes this sentiment in Romans 7:7, he says 
that he would not know he was a covetous person without the 

law. The law, therefore, is not unprofitable in the sense that it 
has no use at all but in the sense that obeying it does not 
provide any ultimate, eternal rewards. The law is used to 
condemn, but it can never be used to save. For effecting 
salvation, the law is unprofitable as Al Mohler says. The law 
can only show you what wrong with you and it can’t make you 
perfect because we’ve all broken them all simply by breaking 
one (Psalm 51:5; James 2:10), if we depend on the law than 
we’re doomed. Here’s why Jesus is better, He does what the 
law can’t do, He saves! If you try to draw near to God using 
the law, you’ll only find a list of laws you’ve broken, but when 
you approach God by grace and through faith, you’ll find 
loving acceptance. The law doesn’t remove your sin, it only 
reminds you of your sin. The perfection needed to stand before 
God can’t be achieved by the Levitical Priesthood, but through 
Christ priesthood, which is perfect and eternal, gives us the 
access we need. Remember what he told us in chapter 4: 

Hebrews 4:16 
16 Therefore, let us approach the throne of grace with 
boldness, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 
us in time of need.  

When you know that it’s only by grace that you’ve been saved, 
you can approach God without fear because you know that 
you’re not relying on what you’ve done, but what God has 
done you. The new priesthood also brings a new covenant as 
our author talks about. This covenant was talked about in 
Jeremiah 31: 

Jeremiah 31:31-34 
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31 “Look, the days are coming” — this is the Lord’s 
declaration — “when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and with the house of Judah. 32 This one will 
not be like the covenant I made with their ancestors on the day 
I took them by the hand to lead them out of the land of Egypt 
— my covenant that they broke even though I am their master” 
— the Lord’s declaration. 33 “Instead, this is the covenant I 
will make with the house of Israel after those days” — the 
Lord’s declaration. “I will put my teaching within them and 
write it on their hearts. I will be their God, and they will be my 
people. 34 No longer will one teach his neighbor or his brother, 
saying, ‘Know the Lord,’ for they will all know me, from the 
least to the greatest of them” — this is the Lord’s declaration. 
“For I will forgive their iniquity and never again remember 
their sin. 

Jesus makes this covenant a reality! 

Hebrews 7:23-28 
23 Now many have become Levitical priests, since they are 
prevented by death from remaining in office. 24 But because 
he remains forever, he holds his priesthood permanently. 
25 Therefore, he is able to save completely those who come to 
God through him, since he always lives to intercede for them. 
26 For this is the kind of high priest we need: holy, innocent, 
undefiled, separated from sinners, and exalted above the 
heavens. 27 He doesn’t need to offer sacrifices every day, as 
high priests do — first for their own sins, then for those of the 
people. He did this once for all time when he offered himself. 
28 For the law appoints as high priests men who are weak, but 

the promise of the oath, which came after the law, appoints a 
Son, who has been perfected forever. 

Take Note… 
Change how we receive God’s love. 

The biggest area of change that the authors original audience is 
struggling with is the sacrificial system. Before Jesus 
incarnated himself on earth, God met people in the temple 
through the sacrificial system performed by the priest. The 
priest offered sacrifices for the people and himself, but this was 
never good enough to permanently remove sin. It was a picture 
of something and someone better. They couldn’t see anything 
being better than the Abrahamic covenant which promised: 

1) Land (Gen. 12:2) 
2) Descendants (Gen. 12:2) 
3) Redemption (Gen. 12:3) 

If they refused to receive the change that the author is talking 
about, they’ll actually missed the very thing they think they’re 
being committed to. The Abrahamic covenant promised 
redemption, Jesus brings that redemption. What’s better than 
the Abrahamic covenant? Salvation.  

This is why the Jesus’ priesthood is singular, permanent and 
final. There’s on other aspect of Jesus’ priesthood that should 
give us comfort; it’s present, the text says He intercedes for us, 
this means that He’s presently with us and for us and reminding 
us that His blood covers your mistakes, His blood covers your 
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insecurity, His blood frees you from the things that have you 
bound right now.  

Christ is the specific kind of priest we require because his 
priesthood provides the perfect answer to our need. He fulfills 
all the just requirements of the law. His priesthood is perfect 
because he himself is perfect. The old covenant made nothing 
perfect, but Christ is perfect. 

The priest would offer the blood of animals and would then 
have to cart off the sacrifices that he killed. In other words, the 
blood of another was spilled, it’s easier to witness the blood of 
an animal being spilled than to spill your own blood. God 
watched His son be beaten and murdered in order to address 
our sin once and for all because there aren’t enough animals to 
address our sin: 

Hebrews 10:4 
4 For it is impossible for the blood of bulls and goats to take 
away sins. 

Jesus paid it all, because I couldn’t pay at all! 
How will you change today? 

Romans 12:1 
Therefore, brothers and sisters, in view of the mercies of God, I 
urge you to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and 
pleasing to God; this is your true worship.  
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