


Romans 13 NRSV



Let every person be subject to the governing authorities, for 
there is no authority except from God, and those authorities that 

exist have been instituted by God. Therefore whoever resists 
authority resists what God has appointed, and those who resist 
will incur judgment. For rulers are not a terror to good conduct 
but to bad. Do you wish to have no fear of the authority? Then 

do what is good, and you will receive its approval, for it is God’s 
agent for your good. But if you do what is wrong, you should be 
afraid, for the authority does not bear the sword in vain! It is the 

agent of God to execute wrath on the wrongdoer.

- Romans 13



5 Therefore one must be subject, not only because of wrath 
but also because of conscience. For the same reason you 

also pay taxes, for the authorities are God’s agents, busy with 
this very thing. Pay to all what is due them: taxes to whom 
taxes are due, revenue to whom revenue is due, respect to 

whom respect is due, honor to whom honor is due.

- Romans 13



8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the 
one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The 

commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not 
murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any 

other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a 

neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

- Romans 13



11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the 
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to 
us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone; 

the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and 
put on the armor of light; let us walk decently as in the day, not 

in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, 
not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

- Romans 13





“Whenever a menacing empire casts its shadow – whether 
from the east or the west – Christians have a responsibility to 

order their lives around the story and symbols of Jesus. We are 
to live our lives as exemplary citizens, and we must yet let it be 

known that our loyalty is owed first and foremost to the true 
Lord of the world.” 

- Michael F. Bird, The Story of God Commentary: Romans



“We should also note that it is high time to awaken the older 
traditions of Christian political thought which have been 

dormant in the Western church for the last two hundred years 
or so. It isn’t a matter of the easy-going ‘left/right’ political 

spectrum of politics we so often assume in the modern world, 
with the gospel on one side or the other. Life is more 

complicated (and interesting) than that.” 

- N.T. Wright, Romans for Everyone



8 Owe no one anything, except to love one another, for the 
one who loves another has fulfilled the law. The 

commandments, “You shall not commit adultery; you shall not 
murder; you shall not steal; you shall not covet,” and any 

other commandment, are summed up in this word, “You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” Love does no wrong to a 

neighbor; therefore, love is the fulfilling of the law.

- Romans 13:8-14



11 Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the 
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to 
us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone; 

the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness and 
put on the armor of light; let us walk decently as in the day, not 

in reveling and drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, 
not in quarreling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 

Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires.

- Romans 13:8-14



“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. 
Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 

By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, 
if you have love for one another.”

- John 13:34-35



“The world not only knows that we are disciples by our love, 
but whether we are disciples by our love.” 

- Michael F. Bird, The Story of God Commentary: Romans
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