
Stories RETOLD
Joseph and his Brothers



Genesis 37:1-11 NIV



Jacob lived in the land where his father 
had stayed, the land of Canaan.

This is the account of Jacob’s family line.
Joseph, a young man of seventeen, was 
tending the flocks with his brothers, the 

sons of Bilhah and the sons of Zilpah, his 
father’s wives, and he brought their 

father a bad report about them.



3Now Israel loved Joseph more than any 
of his other sons, because he had been 
born to him in his old age; and he made 

an ornate robe for him. When his 
brothers saw that their father loved him 
more than any of them, they hated him 
and could not speak a kind word to him.



5Joseph had a dream, and when he told 
it to his brothers, they hated him all the 
more. He said to them, “Listen to this 

dream I had: We were binding sheaves 
of grain out in the field when suddenly 
my sheaf rose and stood upright, while 
your sheaves gathered around mine 

and bowed down to it.”



8His brothers said to him, “Do you intend 
to reign over us? Will you actually rule 
us?” And they hated him all the more 

because of his dream and what he had 
said. Then he had another dream, and 

he told it to his brothers. “Listen,” he said, 
“I had another dream, and this time the 
sun and moon and eleven stars were 

bowing down to me.”



10When he told his father as well as his 
brothers, his father rebuked him and 

said, “What is this dream you had? Will 
your mother and I and your brothers 
actually come and bow down to the 

ground before you?” His brothers were 
jealous of him, but his father kept 

the matter in mind.





Matthew 5:21-22 (The Message)



“You’re familiar with the command to the 
ancients, ‘Do not murder.’ I’m telling you 

that anyone who is so much as angry 
with a brother or sister is guilty of murder. 
Carelessly call a brother ‘idiot!’ and you 

just might find yourself hauled into court. 
Thoughtlessly yell ‘stupid!’ at a sister and 

you are on the brink of hellfire. The 
simple moral fact is that words kill.





“I am your brother Joseph, the one you 
sold into Egypt! And now, do not be 
distressed and do not be angry with 

yourselves for selling me here, 
because it was to save lives that 

God sent me ahead of you.



For two years now there has been 
famine in the land, and for the next five 

years there will be no plowing and 
reaping. But God sent me ahead of you 

to preserve for you a remnant 
on earth and to save your lives 

by a great deliverance.
- Genesis 45:4b-6
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