


John 15:1-17 NRsv



| am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. He
removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch
that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit. You have
already been cleansed by the word that | have spoken to you.
Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the branch cannot bear
fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you
unless you abide in me. | am the vine; you are the branches.
Those who abide in me and | in them bear much fruit,
because apart from me you can do nothing. Whoever does
not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers;
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.

- John 15:1-17



" If you abide in me and my words abide in you, ask for
whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. My Father is
glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and become my
disciples. As the Father has loved me, so | have loved you;
abide in my love. If you keep my commandments, you will abide
iIn my love, just as | have kept my Father’'s commandments and
abide in his love. | have said these things to you so that my joy
may be in you and that your joy may be complete.

- John 15:1-17



2 “This is my commandment, that you love one another as |
have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down
one’s life for one’s friends. You are my friends if you do what |
command you. | do not call you servants any longer, because

the servant does not know what the master is doing, but |
have called you friends, because | have made known to you
everything that | have heard from my Father. You did not
choose me, but | chose you. And | appointed you to go and
bear fruit, fruit that will last, so that the Father will give you
whatever you ask him in my name. | am giving you these
commands so that you may love one another.

- John 15:1-17















‘I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.
He removes every branch in me that bears no fruit. Every
branch that bears fruit he prunes to make it bear more fruit.”

- John 15:1-2



“You have already been cleansed by the word that | have
spoken to you. Abide in me as | abide in you. Just as the
branch cannot bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the
vine, neither can you unless you abide in me. | am the
vine; you are the branches. Those who abide in me and |
in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can
do nothing. Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away
like a branch and withers; such branches are gathered,
thrown into the fire, and burned. If you abide in me and my
words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will
be done for you. My Father is glorified by this, that you

bear much fruit and become my disciples.

- John 15:3-8






A rule of life helps you to set up
abiding In Christ as the central pursuit of your life



“Following Jesus has to make it onto your schedule and into
your practices or it will simply never happen. Apprenticeship to
Jesus will remain an idea, not a reality in your life.

But here’s the rub: most of us are too busy to follow Jesus.”

- John Mark Comer, The Ruthless Elimination of Hurry



“One of the greatest temptations...is to believe that if | were in
another season of life, | could be more spiritual.
The truth is that spiritual transformation takes places as we
embrace the challenges and opportunities associated
with each season of life.”

- Ruth Haley Barton, Sacred Rhythms



Rule of Life:

1. a practice that brings you into community
with the body of Christ.

2. a practice that brings you into community
with God during the week.



“This is my commandment, that you love one another as |
have loved you. " You did not choose me, but | chose you.
And | appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last,

So that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in

my name. | am giving you these commands so that you
may love one another.”

- John 15:12, 16-17



Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or
arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable; it keeps no record of wrongs; it does not rejoice in

wrongdoing but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things,
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.

- 1 Corinthians 13:4-7



