


Numbers 13:17-24 NRSV



Moses sent them to spy out the land of Canaan and said to 
them, “Go up there into the Negeb, and go up into the hill 

country, and see what the land is like and whether the people 
who live in it are strong or weak, whether they are few or 

many, and whether the land they live in is good or bad, and 
whether the towns that they live in are unwalled or fortified, 
and whether the land is rich or poor, and whether there are 
trees in it or not. Be bold, and bring some of the fruit of the 

land.” Now it was the season of the first ripe grapes.

- Numbers 13:17-24



21 So they went up and spied out the land from the 
wilderness of Zin to Rehob, near Lebo-hamath. They went up 
into the Negeb and came to Hebron, and Ahiman, Sheshai, 

and Talmai, the Anakites, were there. (Hebron was built 
seven years before Zoan in Egypt.) And they came to the 

Wadi Eshcol and cut down from there a branch with a single 
cluster of grapes, and they carried it on a pole between two 
of them. They also brought some pomegranates and figs. 

That place was called the Wadi Eshcol because of the 
cluster that the Israelites cut down from there.

- Numbers 13:17-24





All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, 

so that the person of God may be proficient, equipped 
for every good work.

- 2 Timothy 3:16-17



The LORD spoke to Moses in the wilderness of Sinai, in the 
tent of meeting, on the first day of the second month, in the 
second year after they had come out of the land of Egypt, 

saying, “Take a census of the whole congregation of 
Israelites, in their clans, by ancestral houses, according to 
the number of names, every male individually, from twenty 

years old and up, everyone in Israel able to go to war. 
You and Aaron shall enroll them, company by company.

- Numbers 1:1-3





Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people 
wept that night. And all the Israelites complained against 
Moses and Aaron; the whole congregation said to them, 

“Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would that 
we had died in this wilderness! Why is the LORD bringing 
us into this land to fall by the sword? Our wives and our 

little ones will become plunder; would it not be better for us 
to go back to Egypt?”

- Numbers 14:1-3



And they reported to him and said, “We came to the land to 
which you sent us; it flows with milk and honey, and this is 
its fruit. Yet the people who live in the land are strong, and 
the towns are fortified and very large, and besides, we saw 
the descendants of Anak there. The Amalekites live in the 

land of the Negeb; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the 
Amorites live in the hill country, and the Canaanites live by 

the sea and along the Jordan.”

- Numbers 13:27-33



30 But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, 
“Let us go up at once and occupy it, for we are well able to 

overcome it.” Then the men who had gone up with him 
said, “We are not able to go up against this people, for they 
are stronger than we.” So they brought to the Israelites an 

unfavorable report of the land that they had spied out, 
saying, “The land that we have gone through as spies is a 
land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people that we 
saw in it are of great size. There we saw the Nephilim (the 

Anakites come from the Nephilim), and to ourselves we 
seemed like grasshoppers, and so we seemed to them.”

- Numbers 13:27-33



…and said to all the congregation of the Israelites, “The 
land that we went through as spies is an exceedingly good 
land. If the LORD is pleased with us, he will bring us into 
this land and give it to us, a land that flows with milk and 
honey. Only, do not rebel against the LORD, and do not 

fear the people of the land, for they are no more than bread 
for us; their protection is removed from them, and the 

LORD is with us; do not fear them.” But the whole 
congregation threatened to stone them.

Then the glory of the LORD appeared at the tent of 
meeting to all the Israelites.

- Numbers 14:7-10



And the LORD said to Moses, “How long will this people 
despise me? And how long will they refuse to believe in 

me, in spite of all the signs that I have done among them? 
I will strike them with pestilence and disinherit them, and I 
will make of you a nation greater and mightier than they.”

- Numbers 14:11-12



‘The LORD is slow to anger
and abounding in steadfast love,

forgiving iniquity and transgression,
but by no means clearing the guilty,

visiting the iniquity of the parents
upon the children

to the third and the fourth generation.’
“Forgive the iniquity of this people according to the 
greatness of your steadfast love, just as you have 
pardoned this people, from Egypt even until now.”

- Numbers 14:18-25



20 Then the LORD said, “I do forgive, just as you have 
asked; nevertheless, as I live and as all the earth shall be 
filled with the glory of the LORD, none of the people who 

have seen my glory and the signs that I did in Egypt and in 
the wilderness and yet have tested me these ten times and 
have not obeyed my voice shall see the land that I swore 
to give to their ancestors; none of those who despised me 

shall see it. But my servant Caleb, because he has a 
different spirit and has followed me wholeheartedly, I will 

bring into the land into which he went, and his descendants 
shall possess it. Now, since the Amalekites and the 

Canaanites live in the valleys, turn tomorrow and set out 
for the wilderness by the way to the Red Sea.”

- Numbers 14:18-25
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