


Numbers 20:1-13 NRSV



The Israelites, the whole congregation, came into the 
wilderness of Zin in the first month, and the people stayed in 
Kadesh. Miriam died there and was buried there. Now there 

was no water for the congregation, so they gathered together 
against Moses and against Aaron. The people quarreled with 
Moses and said, “Would that we had died when our kindred 
died before the LORD! Why have you brought the assembly 
of the LORD into this wilderness for us and our livestock to 
die here? Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to bring 
us to this wretched place? It is no place for grain or figs or 

vines or pomegranates, and there is no water to drink.”

- Numbers 20:1-13



6 Then Moses and Aaron went away from the assembly to the 
entrance of the tent of meeting; they fell on their faces, and 

the glory of the LORD appeared to them. The LORD spoke to 
Moses, saying, “Take the staff, and assemble the 

congregation, you and your brother Aaron, and command the 
rock before their eyes to yield its water. Thus you shall bring 

water out of the rock for them; thus you shall provide drink for 
the congregation and their livestock.”

So Moses took the staff from before the LORD, as he had 
commanded him. Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly 
together before the rock, and he said to them, “Listen, you 

rebels; shall we bring water for you out of this rock?”

- Numbers 20:1-13



11 Then Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock twice with 
his staff; water came out abundantly, and the congregation 
and their livestock drank. But the LORD said to Moses and 

Aaron, “Because you did not trust in me, to show my holiness 
before the eyes of the Israelites, therefore you shall not bring 
this assembly into the land that I have given them.” These are 
the waters of Meribah, where the Israelites quarreled with the 

LORD and through which he showed himself to be holy.

- Numbers 20:1-13





From the wilderness of Sin the whole congregation of the 
Israelites journeyed by stages, as the LORD commanded. 
They camped at Rephidim, but there was no water for the 

people to drink. The people quarreled with Moses and said, 
“Give us water to drink.” Moses said to them, “Why do you 

quarrel with me? Why do you test the LORD?” But the 
people thirsted there for water, and the people complained 

against Moses and said, “Why did you bring us out of 
Egypt, to kill us and our children and livestock with thirst?”

- Exodus 17:1-6



4 So Moses cried out to the LORD, “What shall I do for this 
people? They are almost ready to stone me.” The LORD 

said to Moses, “Go on ahead of the people and take some 
of the elders of Israel with you; take in your hand the staff 
with which you struck the Nile and go. I will be standing 

there in front of you on the rock at Horeb. Strike the rock, 
and water will come out of it, so that the people may drink.” 

Moses did so, in the sight of the elders of Israel.

- Exodus 17:1-6



“We commonly assume that the opposite of trusting God is 
doubting God. In the Old Testament, the opposite of trusting 

God is trusting something else: such as another god, 
political resources, and thus trusting ourselves.” 



God will never let our mistakes keep us from 
having a relationship with him.



Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and 
his brother John and led them up a high mountain, by 

themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his 
face shone like the sun, and his clothes became bright as 
light. Suddenly there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, 
talking with him. Then Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good 
for us to be here; if you wish, I will set up three tents here, 

one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.”

- Matthew 17:1-4



Our mistakes may lead us to encounter God’s discipline, 
but they will never exclude us from God’s grace.



Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation 
for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to 

justification and life for all. For just as through the one 
man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so 

through the one man’s obedience the many will be made 
righteous. But law came in, so that the trespass might 

increase, but where sin increased, grace abounded all the 
more, so that, just as sin reigned in death, so grace might 

also reign through justification leading to eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

- Romans 5:18-21
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