Called In

Called to Transformation



Colossians 1:15-28 NIV



The Son Is the image of the invisible God, the
firstborn over all creation. For in him all things
were created: things in heaven and on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or powers or
rulers or authorities; all things have been created
through him and for him. He iIs before all things,
and in him all things hold together. And he Is the
head of the body, the church; he Is the beginning
and the firstborn from among the dead, so that In
everything he might have the supremacy.
- Colossians 1:15-28



19 For God was pleased to have all his fullness
dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to
himself all things, whether things on earth or

things in heaven, by making peace through his

blood, shed on the cross. Once you were
alienated from God and were enemies In your
minds because of your evil behavior. But now he
has reconciled you by Christ’s physical body
through death to present you holy In his sight,
without blemish and free from accusation —
- Colossians 1:15-28



23 _..If you continue in your faith, established and
firm, and do not move from the hope held out In
the gospel. This is the gospel that you heard and
that has been proclaimed to every creature under
heaven, and of which |, Paul, have become a
servant. Now | rejoice In what | am suffering for
you, and | fill up in my flesh what is still lacking
in regard to Christ’s afflictions, for the sake of
his body, which is the church.
- Colossians 1:15-28



25| have become its servant by the commission
God gave me to present to you the word of God In
its fullness — the mystery that has been kept
hidden for ages and generations, but Is now
disclosed to the Lord’s people. To them God has
chosen to make known among the Gentiles
the glorious riches of this mystery, which Is
Christ In you, the hope of glory. He Is the one
we proclaim, admonishing and teaching
everyone with all wisdom, so that we may
present everyone fully mature in Christ.
- Colossians 1:15-28
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The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over
all creation. For in him all things were created: things Iin
heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones
or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been
created through him and for him. He is before all things, and
iIn him all things hold together. And he Is the head of the
body, the church; he Is the beginning and the firstborn from
among the dead, so that in everything he might have the
supremacy. For God was pleased to have all his fullness
dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all
things, whether things on earth or things in heaven, by
making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.

- Colossians 1:15-20



21 Once you were alienated from God and were
enemies In your minds because of your evil behavior.
But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical
body through death to present you holy in his sight,
without blemish and free from accusation — if you
continue In your faith, established and firm, and do not
move from the hope held out in the gospel. This Is the
gospel that you heard and that has been proclaimed
to every creature under heaven, and of which |,
Paul, have become a servant.

- Colossians 1:21-23



22 But now he has reconciled you by Christ’s physical
body through death to present you holy in his sight,
without blemish and free from accusation — if you

continue In your faith, established and firm,

and do not move from the hope held out in the gospel.

- Colossians 1:22-23a



27 ...which is Christ in you, the hope of glory.
He is the one we proclaim, admonishing and
teaching everyone with all wisdom, so that we
may present everyone fully mature in Christ.

- Colossians 1:27-28



Human beings judge one another by their external actions.
God judges them by their moral choices. When a neurotic
who has a pathological horror of cats forces himself to pick

up

a cat for some good reason, it Is quite possible that In

God’s eyes he has shown more courage than a healthy
man may have shown in winning the Victoria Cross.
When a man who has been perverted from his youth and
taught that cruelty is the right thing, does some tiny little

Ki
com

ndness, or refrains from some cruelty he might have

mitted, and thereby, perhaps, risks being sneered at by

his companions, he may, in God’s eyes, be doing more than
you and | would do if we gave up life itself for a friend.



It iIs as well to put this the other way round. Some of us who
seem quite nice people may, In fact, have made so little use
of a good heredity and a good upbringing that we are really
worse than those whom we regard as fiends....That is why
Christians are told not to judge. We see only the results
which a man’s choices make out of his raw material. But
God does not judge him on the raw material at all, but on
what he has done with it. Most of the man’s psychological
make-up Is probably due to his body: when his body dies all
that will fall off him, and the real central man, the thing that
chose, that made the best or the worst out of this material,
will stand naked.



All sorts of nice things which we thought our own, but which
were really due to a good digestion, will fall off some of us:
all sorts of nasty things which were due to complexes or
bad health will fall off others. We shall then, for the first time,
see every one as he really was. There will be surprises.

- CS Lewis



One of those surprises will surely be how
erroneous and ill-founded our judgments were.



One of those surprises will surely be how
erroneous and ill-founded our judgments were.

Another will be how much suffering we caused
others through wrongly judging them.



One of those surprises will surely be how
erroneous and ill-founded our judgments were.

Another will be how much suffering we caused
others through wrongly judging them.

Yet another will be how often we were guilty of
the very thing we judged another for.
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