


Matthew 25:31-46 NRSV



“When the Son of Man comes in his glory and all the 
angels with him, then he will sit on the throne of his 

glory. All the nations will be gathered before him, and 
he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats, and he will put the 

sheep at his right hand and the goats at the left. 

- Matthew 25:31-46



34 Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world, for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, 

I was in prison and you visited me.’

- Matthew 25:31-46



37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was 
it that we saw you hungry and gave you food or thirsty 

and gave you something to drink? And when was it 
that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you or 

naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we 
saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the king 

will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it to 
one of the least of these brothers and sisters of mine, 

you did it to me.’

- Matthew 25:31-46



41 Then he will say to those at his left hand, ‘You who 
are accursed, depart from me into the eternal fire 

prepared for the devil and his angels, for I was hungry 
and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave 
me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not 
welcome me, naked and you did not give me clothing, 

sick and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 

- Matthew 25:31-46



44 Then they also will answer, ‘Lord, when was it that 
we saw you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or 
sick or in prison and did not take care of you?’ Then he 
will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did not do 
it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.’ 

And these will go away into eternal punishment 
but the righteous into eternal life.”

- Matthew 25:31-46





“Justice is one of the most profound longings of the 
human race…justice is hard to define and harder still to 

put into practice; but that has never stopped human beings 
and societies seeking it, praying for it, and working to find 

ways of doing it better.”

- N.T. Wright



The Rock, his work is perfect,
and all his ways are just.

A faithful God, without deceit,
just and upright is he…

- Deuteronomy 32:4

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of your throne;
steadfast love and faithfulness go before you.

- Psalm 89:14

Therefore the LORD waits to be gracious to you;
therefore he will rise up to show mercy to you.

For the LORD is a God of justice;
blessed are all those who wait for him.

- Isaiah 30:18



For the LORD is righteous;
he loves righteous deeds;

the upright shall behold his face.

- Psalm 11:7

He has told you, O mortal, what is good,
and what does the LORD require of you

but to do justice and to love kindness
and to walk humbly with your God?

- Micah 6:8



Then the king will say to those at his right hand, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the 
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world, for I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a 

stranger and you welcomed me, I was naked and you 
gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, 

I was in prison and you visited me.’

- Matthew 25:34-40



37 Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, when was 
it that we saw you hungry and gave you food or thirsty 

and gave you something to drink? And when was it 
that we saw you a stranger and welcomed you or 

naked and gave you clothing? And when was it that we 
saw you sick or in prison and visited you?’ And the 

king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as you did it 
to one of the least of these brothers and sisters 

of mine, you did it to me.’

- Matthew 25:34-40



“You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its 
taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer 
good for anything but is thrown out and trampled under 
foot. “You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill 

cannot be hid. People do not light a lamp and put it 
under the bushel basket; rather, they put it on the 
lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. 

In the same way, let your light shine before others, 
so that they may see your good works and give glory 

to your Father in heaven.

- Matthew 5:13-16



And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I tell you, just as 
you did it to one of the least of these brothers and 

sisters of mine, you did it to me.’

- Matthew 25:40
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