
The Body of Christ



1 Corinthians 12:12-26 NRSV



For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 

For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. If the 

foot would say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” 
that would not make it any less a part of the body. And if the ear would 
say, “Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would 
not make it any less a part of the body. If the whole body were an eye, 
where would the hearing be? If the whole body were hearing, where 

would the sense of smell be?

- 1 Corinthians 12:12-26



18 But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of 
them, as he chose. If all were a single member, where would the body 
be? As it is, there are many members yet one body. The eye cannot 
say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the head to the 

feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary, the members of the body 
that seem to be weaker are indispensable, and those members of the 
body that we think less honorable we clothe with greater honor, and 

our less respectable members are treated with greater respect, 
whereas our more respectable members do not need this. But God has 
so arranged the body, giving the greater honor to the inferior member, 
that there may be no dissension within the body, but the members may 
have the same care for one another. If one member suffers, all suffer 
together with it; if one member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

- 1 Corinthians 12:12-26



The Body of Christ



I believe in God,
the Father almighty,

Creator of heaven and earth,
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried;

he descended into hell;
on the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty;
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and life everlasting.

Amen.



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints



Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over 
the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 

hovering over the waters.

- Genesis 1:2

The angel answered, “The Holy Spirit will come on you, and 
the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the 

holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.

- Luke 1:35



“The Spirit fulfills the Creator’s original plan by bringing forth 
a universal community whose boundaries are as wide as 

the world. The Spirit broods over the chaos of human 
nature, lovingly piecing the fragments back together so that 

together we form an image of the Creator.”

- Ben Myers



holy catholic church



“The church is to be the place where, together, we learn 
how to be God’s genuinely human beings, worshipping 

God and serving him by reflecting his image in the world.”

- NT Wright



Indeed, the body does not consist of one member but of many. 
If all were a single member, where would the body be?

- 1 Cor 12:14,19



The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again 

the head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” On the contrary, the 

members of the body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 

and those members of the body that we think less honorable we 

clothe with greater honor, and our less respectable members are 

treated with greater respect, whereas our more respectable members 

do not need this. But God has so arranged the body, giving the 

greater honor to the inferior member, that there may be no dissension 

within the body, but the members may have the same care for one 

another. If one member suffers, all suffer together with it; if one 

member is honored, all rejoice together with it.

- 1 Corinthians 12:21-26



the communion of saints 
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