
Called In
Called to Belonging



Colossians 2:6-15 NIV



So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as 
Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and 

built up in him, strengthened in the faith as you 
were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.
See to it that no one takes you captive through 

hollow and deceptive philosophy, which depends 
on human tradition and the elemental spiritual 

forces of this world rather than on Christ.
       - Colossians 2:6-15



9 For in Christ all the fullness of the Deity lives in 
bodily form, and in Christ you have been brought 
to fullness. He is the head over every power and 
authority. In him you were also circumcised with a 
circumcision not performed by human hands. Your 
whole self ruled by the flesh was put off when you 
were circumcised by Christ, having been buried 

with him in baptism, in which you were also raised 
with him through your faith in the working of God, 

who raised him from the dead.
       - Colossians 2:6-15



13 When you were dead in your sins and in the 
uncircumcision of your flesh, God made you alive 

with Christ. He forgave us all our sins, having 
canceled the charge of our legal indebtedness, 
which stood against us and condemned us; he 
has taken it away, nailing it to the cross. And 
having disarmed the powers and authorities, 

he made a public spectacle of them, 
triumphing over them by the cross. 

       - Colossians 2:6-15



Called In
Called to Belonging



Colossians 2:11-17 
(The Message)



Entering into this fullness is not something you 
figure out or achieve. It’s not a matter of being 
circumcised or keeping a long list of laws. No, 
you’re already in—insiders—not through some 
secretive initiation rite but rather through what 

Christ has already gone through for you, 
destroying the power of sin.

    - Colossians 2:11-17 (The Message)



12 If it’s an initiation ritual you’re after, you’ve 
already been through it by submitting to baptism. 
Going under the water was a burial of your old 
life; coming up out of it was a resurrection, God 

raising you from the dead as he did Christ.  
    - Colossians 2:11-17 (The Message)



13 When you were stuck in your old sin-dead life, 
you were incapable of responding to God. God 
brought you alive—right along with Christ! Think 
of it! All sins forgiven, the slate wiped clean, that 
old arrest warrant canceled and nailed to Christ’s 
cross. He stripped all the spiritual tyrants in the 

universe of their sham authority at the Cross and 
marched them naked through the streets.

    - Colossians 2:11-17 (The Message)



16 So don’t put up with anyone pressuring you in 
details of diet, worship services, or holy days. All 
those things are mere shadows cast before what 
was to come; the substance is Christ.   

   - Colossians 2:11-17 (The Message)
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