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THEN NAHASH THE AMMONITE CAME UP AND ENCAMPED AGAINST JABESH GILEAD; AND ALL THE MEN OF
JABESH SAID TO NAHASH, “MAKE A COVENANT WITH US, AND WE WILL SERVE YOU.”2 AND NAHASH THE
AMMONITE ANSWERED THEM, “ON THIS CONDITION | WILL MAKE A COVENANT WITH YOU, THAT | MAY PUT
OUT ALL YOUR RIGHT EYES, AND BRING REPROACH ON ALL ISRAEL.”3 THEN THE ELDERS OF JABESH SAID TO
HIM, “HOLD OFF FOR SEVEN DAYS, THAT WE MAY SEND MESSENGERS TO ALL THE TERRITORY OF ISRAEL. AND
THEN, IF THERE IS NO ONE TO SAVE US, WE WILL COME OUT TO YOU.”4SO THE MESSENGERS CAME TO GIBEAH
OF SAUL AND TOLD THE NEWS IN THE HEARING OF THE PEOPLE. AND ALL THE PEOPLE LIFTED UP THEIR VOICES
AND WEPT. > NOW THERE WAS SAUL, COMING BEHIND THE HERD FROM THE FIELD; AND SAUL SAID,
“WHAT TROUBLES THE PEOPLE, THAT THEY WEEP?” AND THEY TOLD HIM THE WORDS OF THE MEN OF
JABESH. ® THEN THE SPIRIT OF GOD CAME UPON SAUL WHEN HE HEARD THIS NEWS, AND HIS ANGER WAS
GREATLY AROUSED. 7SO HE TOOK A YOKE OF OXEN AND CUT THEM IN PIECES, AND SENT THEM THROUGHOUT
ALL THE TERRITORY OF ISRAEL BY THE HANDS OF MESSENGERS, SAYING, “WHOEVER DOES NOT GO OUT WITH
SAUL AND SAMUEL TO BATTLE, SO IT SHALL BE DONE TO HIS OXEN.”
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AND THE FEAR OF THE LorD FELL ON THE PEOPLE, AND THEY CAME OUT WITH ONE
CONSENT. 8WHEN HE NUMBERED THEM IN BEZEK, THE CHILDREN OF ISRAEL WERE THREE
HUNDRED THOUSAND, AND THE MEN OF JUDAH THIRTY THOUSAND. ® AND THEY SAID TO THE
MESSENGERS WHO CAME, “THUS YOU SHALL SAY TO THE MEN OF JABESH GILEAD:
‘TOMORROW, BY THE TIME THE SUN IS HOT, YOU SHALL HAVE HELP. ” THEN THE MESSENGERS
CAME AND REPORTED /T TO THE MEN OF JABESH, AND THEY WERE GLAD. *®* THEREFORE THE
MEN OF JABESH SAID, “TOMORROW WE WILL COME OUT TO YOU, AND YOU MAY DO WITH US
WHATEVER SEEMS GOOD TO YOU.”11 SO IT WAS, ON THE NEXT DAY, THAT SAUL PUT THE
PEOPLE IN THREE COMPANIES; AND THEY CAME INTO THE MIDST OF THE CAMP IN THE
MORNING WATCH, AND KILLED AMMONITES UNTIL THE HEAT OF THE DAY. AND IT HAPPENED
THAT THOSE WHO SURVIVED WERE SCATTERED, SO THAT NO TWO OF THEM WERE LEFT
TOGETHER.
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