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QUESTION

What is the difference between 
mere belief and real conviction?



TRUTH

Staying faithful requires belief with 
conviction. You can believe without 
conviction and walk away from your 

commitment.



GALATIANS 3:1-6

You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched 
you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was 

clearly portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to 
learn just one thing from you: Did you receive 

the Spirit by the works of the law, or by 
believing what you heard? 3 Are you so foolish? 
After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you 

now trying to finish by means of the flesh?



GALATIANS 3:1-6

4 Have you experienced so much in vain—if it 
really was in vain? 5 So again I ask, does God 
give you his Spirit and work miracles among 

you by the works of the law, or by your 
believing what you heard? 6 So also Abraham 
“believed God, and it was credited to him as 

righteousness.”



QUESTION

Does God work miracles based on the 
law or by our belief?



STATEMENT

Belief that God can or will do 
miracles is actually considered

righteousness.



BARRIERS TO BELIEF

Pride
Hurts
Disappointments
Unmet expectations
Fears
Worries



QUOTE

“True belief stays the course.”



MARK 9:14-29

When they came to the other 
disciples, they saw a large crowd 
around them and the teachers of 
the law arguing with them. 15 As 
soon as all the people saw Jesus, 

they were overwhelmed with 
wonder and ran to greet him. 



MARK 9:14-29
16 “What are you arguing with them 

about?” he asked. 17 A man in the crowd 
answered, “Teacher, I brought you my 

son, who is possessed by a spirit that has 
robbed him of speech. 18 Whenever it 

seizes him, it throws him to the ground. 
He foams at the mouth, gnashes his teeth 
and becomes rigid. I asked your disciples 
to drive out the spirit, but they could not.”



MARK 9:14-29

19 “You unbelieving generation,” Jesus 
replied, “how long shall I stay with you? 
How long shall I put up with you? Bring 
the boy to me.” 20 So they brought him. 

When the spirit saw Jesus, it 
immediately threw the boy into a 

convulsion. He fell to the ground and 
rolled around, foaming at the mouth. 



MARK 9:14-29

21 Jesus asked the boy’s father, “How 
long has he been like this?” “From 

childhood,” he answered. 22 “It has often 
thrown him into fire or water to kill him. 
But if you can do anything, take pity on 

us and help us.” 23 “‘If you can’?” said 
Jesus. “Everything is possible for one 

who believes.”



MARK 9:14-29

24 Immediately the boy’s father 
exclaimed, “I do believe; help me 

overcome my unbelief!” 25 When Jesus 
saw that a crowd was running to the 

scene, he rebuked the impure spirit. “You 
deaf and mute spirit,” he said, “I 

command you, come out of him and 
never enter him again.”



MARK 9:14-29

26 The spirit shrieked, convulsed him 
violently and came out. The boy 

looked so much like a corpse that 
many said, “He’s dead.” 27 But Jesus 
took him by the hand and lifted him 

to his feet, and he stood up. 



MARK 9:14-29

28 After Jesus had gone indoors, his 
disciples asked him privately, “Why 

couldn’t we drive it out?” 29 He 
replied, “This kind can come out only 

by prayer.”



JOHN 12:1-6

Six days before the Passover, Jesus 
came to Bethany, where Lazarus 

lived, whom Jesus had raised from 
the dead. 2 Here a dinner was given 

in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while 
Lazarus was among those reclining 

at the table with him.



JOHN 12:1-6

3 Then Mary took about a pint of 
pure nard, an expensive 

perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet 
and wiped his feet with her hair. And 

the house was filled with the 
fragrance of the perfume. 



JOHN 12:1-6

4 But one of his disciples, Judas 
Iscariot, who was later to betray him, 
objected, 5 “Why wasn’t this perfume 

sold and the money given to the 
poor? It was worth a year’s wages.”



JOHN 12:1-6

6 He did not say this because he 
cared about the poor but because 

he was a thief; as keeper of the 
money bag, he used to help himself 

to what was put into it.



MARK 9:24

Immediately the boy’s father 
exclaimed, “I do believe; help me 

overcome my unbelief!”



ROMANS 14:23

But whoever has doubts is 
condemned if they eat, because 
their eating is not from faith; and 

everything that does not come from 
faith is sin.



ROMANS 14:17-23

For the kingdom of God is not a 
matter of eating and drinking, but of 
righteousness, peace and joy in the 
Holy Spirit, 18 because anyone who 
serves Christ in this way is pleasing 

to God and receives human 
approval. 



ROMANS 14:17-23

19 Let us therefore make every effort 
to do what leads to peace and to 

mutual edification. 20 Do not destroy 
the work of God for the sake of 

food. All food is clean, but it is wrong 
for a person to eat anything that 

causes someone else to stumble.



ROMANS 14:17-23
21 It is better not to eat meat or drink 
wine or to do anything else that will 
cause your brother or sister to fall. 
22 So whatever you believe about 

these things keep between yourself 
and God. Blessed is the one who 

does not condemn himself by what 
he approves.



ROMANS 14:17-23

23 But whoever has doubts is 
condemned if they eat, because 
their eating is not from faith; and 

everything that does not come from 
faith is sin.



QUESTION

What is the fundamental 
problem of the world?



CONSEQUENCES OF 
UNBELIEF
- Unbelief displeases the father
- Unbelief deprives the believer
- Unbelief delights the devil
(K.T.)



Mark 9:24 
(CEV)

Right away the boy’s 
father shouted, “I do 

have faith! Please help 
me to have even 

more.”



QUESTION

Where does faith come from?





HEBREWS 11:6

And without faith it is impossible to 
please God, because anyone who 

comes to him must believe that he 
exists and that he rewards those 

who earnestly seek him.



MARK 6:4-6

Jesus said to them, “A prophet is not 
without honor except in his own 

town, among his relatives and in his 
own home.” 5 He could not do any 

miracles there, except lay his hands 
on a few sick people and heal 

them.6 He was amazed at their lack 
of faith.



REMEMBER…

He was amazed at their 
lack of faith... He 
marveled at their 

unbelief.



Remember…



TRUTH

Prayer is the outward evidence that 
we have faith.



EPHESIANS 6:10-13
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his 

mighty power. 11 Put on the full armor of 
God, so that you can take your stand 
against the devil’s schemes. 12 For our 

struggle is not against flesh and 
blood, but against the rulers, against the 

authorities, against the powers of this 
dark world and against the spiritual forces 

of evil in the heavenly realms.



EPHESIANS 6:10-13

13 Therefore put on the full armor of 
God, so that when the day of evil 
comes, you may be able to stand 
your ground, and after you have 

done everything, to stand.
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