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Have you ever felt like quitting?



Have you ever wanted to give up on
someone else?



Have you ever felt God Is frustrated and
He has given up on you?



For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ
Jesus to do good works, which God prepared
in advance for us to do.



Are we on the pathway or journey that
God has mapped out for us?



For now we see only a reflection as in a
mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now |
know in part; then | shall know fully, even as |
am fully known.



| thank my God every time | remember you. 4In all my
prayers for all of you, | always pray with joy > because of
your partnership in the gospel from the first day until
now, ® being confident of this, that he who began a
good work in you will carry it on to completion until the
day of Christ Jesus.



The action of making or declaring
something holy.



Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s
disciples. He went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the
synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the
Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to
Jerusalem. 3 As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from
heaven flashed around him. 4 He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to
him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?” > “Who are you, Lord?” Saul
asked. “l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. ® “Now get up and
go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.” 7 The men traveling
with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see
anyone. 8Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could
see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. ? For three days he
was blind, and did not eat or drink anything.



At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. 2t All those who
heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem
among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to
the chief priests?” 22 Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in
Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah. 23 After many days had gone by, there was a
conspiracy among the Jews to kill him, 2* but Saul learned of their plan. Day and night they
kept close watch on the city gates in order to kill him. 2> But his followers took him by night
and lowered him in a basket through an opening in the wall. 2 When he came to
Jerusalem, he tried to join the disciples, but they were all afraid of him, not believing that
he really was a disciple. 2’ But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles. He told
them how Saul on his journey had seen the Lord and that the Lord had spoken to him, and
how in Damascus he had preached fearlessly in the name of Jesus. 28 So Saul stayed with
them and moved about freely in Jerusalem, speaking boldly in the name of the Lord.



Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for
Saul, 22 and when he found him, he brought him
to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul
met with the church and taught great numbers of
people. The disciples were called Christians first at
Antioch.



Now in the church at Antioch there were prophets and
teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called Niger, Lucius of
Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the
tetrarch) and Saul. 2 While they were worshiping the Lord and
fasting, the Holy Spirit said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and
Saul for the work to which | have called them.” 3 So after they
had fasted and prayed, they placed their hands on them and
sent them off.



Don't let rejection or comfort become an
excuse to give up on God's plans.



Three times | pleaded with the Lord to take it away from
me. ? But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my
power is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore | will boast all
the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power

may rest on me. 2 That is why, for Christ’s sake, | delight in
weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in
difficulties. For when | am weak, then | am strong.



Struggles form character in us



God isn't finished with us even If we have
a future that 1s unclear or uncertain.



. I'm not good at that.

. If they would do this then | can do that.
. | have no regrets.

. | just have no luck.

. I never have time.

. I never had a chance.

. I need the help of a certain person.

. That is just who | am.



If we are not willing to let God work in our
lives, then it's not really important to us.



Why doesn't the church see what Is coming?
Because, she is too in love with the things
that don't matter.



