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Lesson Overview

Week 1 - Witness: Seeing Christ's Love

Description: This week, kids will learn to spot and appreciate Jesus' love in
Bible stories and in their everyday lives. At the end of this lesson, you will
introduce the 28-Day Kindness challenge and pass out the activities for this
week.

Scripture Reference: 1 John 4:9-11

Today’s Point: Loving Jesus means loving others.

Learning Objective: By the end of this week, kids will be able to point out
examples of Jesus' love in the Bible and in their daily lives.

February Memory Verse: John 13:34 So now | am giving you a new
commandment: Love each other. Just as | have loved you, you should love
each other.

Bible Story Video: @ The Parable of the Pharisee and Tax Collector

February Songs:
o | ove One Another (Yancy/Body Worship) - Kidspring Worship

© Love One Another


https://youtu.be/YWK2edNPPXE?si=FRPAPLk-9-WmVIHg
https://youtu.be/XbVGRUB1qNk?si=sQ19BN3e6PKE2pjw
https://youtu.be/MDWRGsVu8x0?si=RnKPwJtKuR8kMjZk

Schedule:
Warm Up Question (3 min.):
What is your favorite thing in the whole world?
Review Classroom Rules (3 min.)
Review giving and collect offerings (2 min.)
Review point and Key verse: (5 min.)
Today’s Point: Loving Jesus means loving others.

Memory Verse: John 13:34b Love each other. Just as | have loved
you, you should love each other.

Play Songs (6 Min.)
Introduction & Group Game: Love Detective (5 Min.)

"Good morning, everyone! I'm so thrilled to see all your shining faces here
today. We're about to embark on a beautiful, exciting journey together. This
journey is called 'Love Like Jesus.'

e What do you think it means to love like Jesus? (allow for discussion)

Those are some great ideas. Over the next four weeks, we're going to dive
deep into this concept and discover just how powerful Jesus' love is!

At the end of today’s lesson, I'll explain about our 28-Day Kindness
Challenge to help put what we learn into practice.

Today, our adventure starts as we learn about what it means to be a
'‘Witness,' which means seeing Jesus' love in action. We're going to be
detectives this week, looking for clues and signs of His love in the Bible and
in our everyday lives. Are you ready to become love-detectives?"

Preparation: Here are the ideas to use for the "Love Detective" game.
These actions will be written down on the small slips of paper and placed in
the bowl.



e Holding the door open for someone. Discussion point: This is a simple
act that shows respect and care for others, just like Jesus always respected
everyone He met.

e Helping pick up dropped books or items. Discussion point: This act
demonstrates noticing someone in need and choosing to help, reflecting
Jesus' heart for helping those in need.

e Giving up your seat for someone else. Discussion point: Sacrificing our
comfort for others shows love and is similar to how Jesus always put others
before Himself.

e Helping a younger sibling tie their shoes. Discussion point: This is an
act of patience and teaching, just as Jesus was patient with His disciples and
taught them many things.

e Listening intently to someone without interrupting. Discussion point:
Taking the time to truly listen shows that we value and care for the other
person, similar to how Jesus always took the time to listen to people.

e Making a card for someone who's not feeling well. Discussion point:
Creative acts of kindness can bring comfort and joy, just like Jesus brought
comfort to many during His time on Earth.

e Comforting a friend who had a bad day. Discussion point: Providing
emotional support and being there for someone in tough times mirrors Jesus
comforting nature.

e Returning a lost item you found to its owner. Discussion point: Honesty
and doing the right thing is a direct reflection of Jesus' teachings about
integrity.

¢ Inviting someone sitting alone to join your group. Discussion point:
Including others and making them feel welcome and valued is an act of love,
much like how Jesus included everyone, even those who were often left out.

Game Instructions:

1. Divide the kids into pairs or small groups. Explain that they are now 'Love
Detectives.’
2. Each group takes a turn to pick a slip of paper from the bowl.

3. They have to act out the scene written on the paper without speaking,

and the rest of the class must guess what act of love is being portrayed.
4. After each correct guess, have a brief discussion about how the act

demonstrates love, linking it back to how Jesus showed love.
5. Rotate until all groups have had a turn and all acts of love have been
acted out and discussed.



6. Wrap up the game with a brief discussion about how Jesus showed love in
similar ways and that over the week, they'll be learning to spot such acts of
love around them as part of the 'Witness' theme.

Remember, the first step in loving like Jesus is witnessing His love, and
that's what we're focusing on this week. Keep your detective eyes open, and
let's see how much love we can spot together!"

Bible Story: Witness: Seeing Christ's Love (15 Min.)

TEACHER: Alright, everybody. It's time to open our Bibles! We will be
looking at the book of 1 John, chapter 4, verses 9 to 11. Can someone help
me find that passage?" (Allow a child to find the passage and show the
others.)

"Great job! This passage tells us something very special about God's love.
But before we read it, | want to tell you a story."

"The story I'm going to tell you happened a long, long time ago, but it's as
true today as it was then. It's about a man who has done some wrong things.
In fact, he had done so many wrong things that he was known as a sinner."

Show Bible Story Video: @ The Parable of the Pharisee and Tax Collector

"Despite being a sinner, this man realized his mistakes and wanted to make
things right. So, he decided to go to the temple to pray. Now, can you
imagine how he might have felt? Nervous, scared, ashamed... After all, the
temple was a holy place and he felt like he didn't belong there because of all
the wrong things he had done."

"But guess what? Even though he was scared, he went to the temple
anyway because he wanted to ask for God's forgiveness. At the same time,
there was a very religious man, a Pharisee, praying in the temple as well.
The Pharisee thanked God that he wasn't like other people - robbers,
evildoers, adulterers - or even like this sinner."

"Can you see the difference between these two men? One admitted he was
a sinner and asked for forgiveness, while the other thought he was better
than everyone else."

"Now, let's look at our Bible passage to see what it tells us about God's love
and forgiveness."


https://youtu.be/YWK2edNPPXE?si=FRPAPLk-9-WmVIHg

READ: 1 John 4:9

"Wow! So, this verse tells us that God sent his son, Jesus, into the world so
we might live through him. Can someone tell me what that means?"
(Encourage responses and discussion.)

"Great thoughts! Now, let's continue our story."

"The sinner stood far off and would not even look up to heaven. He beat his
chest and said, 'God, have mercy on me, a sinner.' He knew he had done
wrong, but he also knew about God's love and hoped for God's mercy."

"Now, Jesus was telling this story, and do you know what He said?_He said
that the sinner, not the Pharisee, went home justified before God. The one
who admitted his mistakes and asked for forgiveness was the one who was
forgiven. That's how much God loves us!"

READ: 1 John 4:10

"This verse says that love isn't about what we do for God but what He has
done for us. He sent Jesus to be the atonement for our sins. Isn't that
incredible? God's love is so deep and wide that it covers all of our mistakes
when we come to Him."

"Now, let's go back to the story. When the sinner left the temple that day, do
you think he felt lighter, maybe even happier? Why?" (Encourage responses
and discussion.)

"Absolutely, because he had experienced God's love and forgiveness!"

READ: 1 John 4:11

"This last verse tells us that since God loved us so much, we should also
love one another. So, in our story, what do you think the sinner might have
done next? How could he show love to others?" (Encourage responses and
discussion.)

"Fantastic ideas, everyone! Just like the man in the story, we've all done
wrong things. But God's love is so big that He sent Jesus to take away our
sins. And because of that, we can love others just like Jesus loves us!



This week, let's remember to be 'Love Detectives,' spotting examples of
Jesus' love in the Bible and in our everyday lives.

KONNECT ONLY (4 Min.)
Teaching Skit: The Lost Dog’s Love

Discussion Questions & Prayer

| am so proud of you for paying close attention during our Bible lesson today.
You did an amazing job! Now, let's dive a bit deeper into what we learned.

1. “Can anyone tell me a moment in the Bible story today where you saw
Jesus' love being shown?”

2. “What are some ways that you see Jesus' love in your everyday life?" 3.
“Can you think of a time when you showed Jesus' love to someone else?
What did you do?"

4. "How did it feel when you showed love to others? Do you think it made a
difference to them?"

"Well done, everyone. | love hearing your thoughts and ideas. Now, let's take
a moment to share any prayer requests. Remember, nothing is too big or too
small for God." (Allow children to share their prayer requests.)

Memory Verse Activity: Verse Card Shuffle (5 Min.)

Leader: We have a special verse from John 13:34. It's about a
commandment from Jesus. These cards have our verse, but they're mixed
up! Can you help arrange them? Work with your teams to arrange the verse.
Say it out loud once you think it's correct!"

Directions: Hand cards to kids. If there are extra kids, make teams. Offer
hints if kids find it challenging. Encourage teamwork. After they get it right, all
together, repeat the verse a few times.

The 28-Day Kindness Challenge:



Introduction

LEADER: Our new lesson series is more than just talking - it's a challenge
for each of you (and our leaders, too). It's a special adventure we will share
together. We're about to embark on a 28-Day Kindness Challenge that will
bring the love of Jesus closer to your hearts and show it to the world around
us. Jesus showed love in countless ways during His time on Earth, and now
it's our turn to shine His love brightly! Here's how it will work:

1. Every Day is Special! Each day, you'll have a unique activity or challenge
that helps you see, show, and celebrate Jesus' love. It could be as simple as
reading a Bible story or as exciting as creating art!

2. Take It Home! We will provide you with a list of these daily activities to
take home. This way, you can follow along with your family, mark off each
day's challenge, and feel the joy of accomplishment.

3. Share Your Journey! Each week, when we gather back together in this
group, we'll share our experiences. It'll be so much fun to hear how each one
of you lived out Jesus' love in your own special way!

Remember, it's not just about completing the challenge; it's about deeply
feeling and sharing the love of Jesus in everything you do.

Are you ready? Let's embark on this journey together and let our lights shine
bright! Let’s talk about this week’s activities. (Hand out the 1st week’s
activities and discuss).

Note: Day #1 was completed in this lesson, so everyone gets to check that
one now.

KONNECT ONLY
Teaching Skit: The Lost Dog’s Love



This simple skit helps children relate the idea of witnessing Jesus' love to a
real-life situation. It encourages them to act kindly and compassion, just as
Jesus would. Plus, the humor keeps the story engaging and fun.

Possible Props:

Ball: For SUE and JIM to play catch with.

Puppet or Stuffed Animal: Representing ROSCOE, the lost dog. Opt for one
that's relatively large and clearly visible to the audience.

Picnic Basket: Carried by MOM, this should ideally be a traditional-looking
basket, making it clear that it contains food items for the picnic.

Assorted "Picnic Food" Items: These can be fake or real items such as
sandwiches, fruit, and a drink container. These are shared with ROSCOE
during the skit.

Park Bench or Blanket (optional): This could be placed on stage to enhance
the "local park" setting.

Characters:

e SUE, a young girl who loves animals

e JIM, Sue's older brother

e ROSCOE, the lost dog (a puppet or stuffed animal)
e MOM, Sue, and Jim's mother

(SCENE: A local park. SUE and JIM are playing catch.)

SUE: (Suddenly stops playing) JIM, look! There's a lost dog over there.

JIM: (Laughs) SUE, that's ROSCOE. He's always running around the
neighborhood.

SUE: (Worried) But he looks scared and hungry. We should do something.

JIM: (Shrugs) Nah, someone else will care for him.
(MOM enters with a picnic basket.)



MOM: What's going on, you two?

SUE: (Pointing to ROSCOE) MOM, ROSCOE is lost and hungry, but JIM
doesn't want to help!

MOM: Well, let's think about this. What would Jesus do in this situation? JIM:
(Thinks for a moment) Jesus would...probably help ROSCOE, right?

SUE: (Nods) Exactly! Just like we learned in today's lesson, Jesus showed
love in all His actions.

JIM: (Smiles) OK, let's do it. Let's show Jesus' love to ROSCOE!
(They share their picnic food with ROSCOE, who wags his tail happily.)

MOM: (Smiling) Remember, showing kindness is one of the best ways to
witness Jesus' love to others.

SUE: And it feels good too!

JIM: (Laughs) Especially when ROSCOE slobbers all over your sandwich!
(They all laugh as the curtain falls.)

(End of Skit)

Craft Activity: Blooming with Compassion (6 Min.)

Supplies Needed:



Construction paper or card stock
Paper plate

Yarn, pipe cleaner, popsicle stick, or

string

Markers or crayons

Scissors
Glue or tape

Other decorations (jewels, stickers, etc.)

Procedure:

1. Cut out several pieces of paper or
cardstock in petal shapes.
2. Brainstorm ways of demonstrating

compassion, and write them on the

petals.

3. Glue a circle or cupcake liner in the
center of the plate, and attach the
petals around it using glue or staples.
4. Attach a popsicle stick “stem” to the

bottom of the plate or a pipe cleaner or string
to the top to hang it on display.

Witness: Seeing Christ's Love

\TY
Today’s Point: Loving Jesus means loving others. %



Memory Verse: John 13:34b Love each other. Just as | have loved you,
you should love each other.

Questions to Discuss with Your Child:

e Can you tell me a moment in the Bible story today where you saw
Jesus' love being shown?

e \What are some ways that you see Jesus' love in your everyday life?

e Can you think of a time when you showed Jesus' love to someone
else? What did you do?

e How did it feel when you showed love to others? Do you think it made
a difference to them?




