Title: What Destroys a Church Faster Than Persecution

Sermon Summary: Drawing from 1 Peter 2:1-3, this sermon confronts the internal relational
toxins that quietly poison the spiritual health of individual believers and the church body as
a whole. The pastor argues that no church has ever fallen due to outward persecution, but
rather from within, through attitudes and behaviors that corrode relationships and block
spiritual growth. Using the metaphor of a dying tree whose disease begins underground
long before its leaves turn brown, he challenges the congregation to honestly examine five
specific relational sins identified by Peter: malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander. He
calls the church to move beyond spiritual stagnation and maintenance-mode Christianity
back toward genuine ministry, mission, and hunger for the Word of God. The sermon closes
with a call to active repentance, confession, and a return to the Lord's table in humility,
trusting in the promise of forgiveness and cleansing found in 1 John 1:9.

Key Points:

- No church falls because of outward persecution; destruction always comes from within
through relational and spiritual toxins

- Churches move through three stages: ministry and mission, maintenance and
preservation, and finally becoming a monument to the past

- Spiritual stagnation results when believers pursue worldly pleasures, financial security,
and self-advancement over God and His Word

- Peter identifies five relational toxins that poison the body of Christ: malice, deceit,
hypocrisy, envy, and slander

- Malice is the root of the other four sins, rooted in judgmentalism, dissatisfaction, and
ungratefulness

- Deceit, including self-deception, damages the unity of the body because members of one
body cannot lie to one another without causing harm to the whole

- Hypocrisy always multiplies into multiple forms because each deception requires
additional cover

- Envy decays a person from the inside out, producing bitterness over others' blessings and
successes



- Slander destroys others even when it is technically truthful, because truth shared without
love or necessity is still harmful

- The call to "put aside" these sins is an active moral decision, not a passive waiting for God
to remove them

- A practical action plan for repentance includes prayer, specific identification of the sins
and the people involved, writing them down, confessing each one individually before God,
and asking for cleansing

- True spiritual hunger for the Word of God, like a newborn's hunger for milk, is restored
when these toxins are removed

- The Lord's Supper is presented as a moment of humble confession, forgiveness, and
renewed grace

Scripture Reference:

- 1 Peter 2:1-3, which calls believers to put aside all malice, deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and
slander, and to long for the pure milk of the Word so they may grow in their salvation

- 1 Peter 1:22-25, which grounds the command in the call to sincere love rooted in the living
and enduring Word of God

- Ephesians 4:25, which instructs believers to lay aside falsehood and speak truth because
they are members of one body

- Matthew 5:22, where Jesus warns that anger toward a brother carries serious moral
consequence

- Matthew 23:27, where Jesus rebukes the Pharisees as whitewashed tombs, beautiful
outwardly but full of corruption within

- Proverbs 14:30, which teaches that envy is rottenness to the bones

- Psalm 32:1-11, which portrays the joy of confession, forgiveness, and the restoration of
God as a hiding place and deliverer

- 1John 1:9, which promises that confession brings both forgiveness and cleansing from
God

Stories:



- Awoman at the pastor's early church approached him with gossip about another
member, and when he suggested they go speak to the person directly as Scripture
instructs, she refused, teaching him that the Bible is often embraced in preaching but not
in practice

- Alarge beech tree in the pastor's childhood backyard had a hidden rotten core that was
treated and patched for years before the tree finally had to be cut down, illustrating how
internal decay destroys long before the damage becomes visible

- AWorld War | veteran neighbor named Skeet McKee claimed that hash marks carved into
the beech tree were made by Confederate soldiers during the Civil War, a detail woven into
the tree's history that made its loss more significant

- The pastor recounted knocking on doors while pastoring in another state, and a
community member refused to attend the church because of harm done to their family by
that congregation twenty years earlier

- The pastor described watching his wife, his children, and himself be maligned, criticized,
and attacked within church settings over forty-five years of ministry, illustrating the real and
lasting damage that relational toxins cause to those in leadership and their families



