
Title: Rejoicing Through Trials: How God Refines Our Faith in Su;ering 

 

Sermon Summary: This sermon explores how God uses trials and su7ering to refine and 
perfect genuine faith in believers, drawing from 1 Peter 1:1-9. The pastor emphasizes that 
trials are not evidence of God's abandonment but proof of His active work in shaping 
believers like a blacksmith refines metal through fire. True joy and rejoicing are not 
dependent on circumstances but grounded in the unchanging realities of salvation: God's 
mercy, Christ's sacrifice, and the Spirit's indwelling presence. The message challenges the 
prosperity gospel mentality and calls believers to preach the gospel to themselves 
regularly, especially during hardship. Authentic faith is proven not in comfort but in how 
believers respond to su7ering while maintaining trust in God's goodness and promises. The 
sermon concludes with a call to both unbelievers to accept Christ's pardon and 
backslidden believers to return to their first love. 

 

Key Points: 

- Trials and su7ering are inevitable parts of life in a fallen world, not indicators of God's 
displeasure or abandonment 

- God uses trials to perfect, mature, and strengthen authentic faith in believers, like a 
blacksmith refining metal through fire 

- Sometimes God directly brings trials into our lives to remove our dependence on things 
other than Him and to soften our hardness 

- Genuine faith is more precious to God than gold and is proven through how we respond to 
hardship 

- True joy and rejoicing are grounded in salvation realities, not circumstances, and cannot 
be destroyed by su7ering 

- Believers must regularly preach the gospel to themselves to maintain perspective during 
trials 

- The fire of su7ering reveals whether our faith is authentic and produces a fullness of glory 
that brings praise to God 

- Rejoicing in our undeserved salvation is the foundation for joy during trials and the fuel for 
spiritual maturity 



- We must be willing to su7er in order to bring God glory and to obtain the fullness of glory 
He promises 

 

Scripture Reference: 

- 1 Peter 1:1-9 (primary focus on verses 6-9) 

- John 16:33 

- Romans 8:18 

- Psalm 42-43 

- Lamentations 3:21-26 

- Hebrews (referenced regarding rest) 

 

Stories: 

- The blacksmith and the metal: A detailed illustration of a blacksmith heating metal in fire 
and hammering it on an anvil repeatedly, demonstrating how God refines believers through 
trials rather than destroying them 

- The pastor's personal testimony of 49 years of marriage with his wife Terry, surviving every 
trial, financial crisis, and family heartache 

- The pastor's childhood memory of growing pains between sixth and seventh grade, when 
he grew several inches and experienced leg and back pain, which his mother dismissed as 
"growing pains" 

- The pastor's mother's background: losing her first husband and baby, being raised during 
the Depression, having crooked feet from wearing shoes that were too small 

- The encounter with a man in West Virginia who claimed he had quit sinning two and a half 
years ago, which the pastor challenged 

- Stories about George Mueller and a Bob Jones University professor who reportedly had 
powerful prayer lives 

- The testimony of Claude, an elderly, bedridden former pastor in Red Brush, Indiana, who 
despite being in constant pain and unable to move, would speak of Christ's glories and 
leave visitors feeling encouraged 



- Moses coming down from the mountain with his face glowing from God's presence, 
requiring a veil 

- The closing analogy of a prisoner holding an unopened envelope containing a pardon from 
the governor, representing those who hear the gospel but never truly receive Christ 


