
Title: The Privilege of Salvation: Searched, Witnessed, Announced, and 
Admired 

 

Sermon Summary:  

This sermon explores 1 Peter 1:10-12, revealing the extraordinary privilege believers carry in 
their salvation. The message emphasizes that our salvation is not a casual gift but the 
culmination of centuries of divine orchestration. The Old Testament prophets searched 
diligently to understand the grace that would come, the Holy Spirit testified about Christ's 
suHerings and glories, the apostles proclaimed the gospel message, and even the angels 
admire what God has accomplished in human redemption. In an unstable world filled with 
identity crises and suHering, believers are reminded that Christ must be at the center of 
everything. The same Spirit who guided the prophets now guides us, and we are not 
spiritually disadvantaged but rather living in the moment the prophets longed to see. This 
salvation, achieved through God's mercy and Christ's resurrection, should move us to 
search God's Word, listen to the Spirit's witness, announce the good news, and admire God 
for His transformative work in our lives. 

 

Key Points: 

- Our identity is secure as elect exiles, chosen by God and strengthened through suHering 

- Christ must be at the center of our lives, aHecting all decisions, relationships, and 
choices 

- The Old Testament prophets made careful, archaeological-like searches to understand 
the coming salvation 

- They saw only pieces of the salvation story through the Spirit's revelation, like watching a 
movie trailer rather than the full film 

- The prophets were searching for understanding of both Christ's suHering and the glory 
that would follow 

- We are not spiritually disadvantaged compared to the prophets; the same Holy Spirit who 
guided them guides us today 

- The apostles took the baton from the prophets and proclaimed the gospel, demonstrating 
that past failures should not silence our witness 



- Angels long to look into our salvation with childlike fascination because they have never 
experienced grace or redemption 

- We often look at the messy back side of life's tapestry, but God is weaving a beautiful 
design on the other side 

- During trials, we should focus on searching God's Word, listening to the Spirit, 
announcing what God has done, and admiring Him 

 

Scripture Reference: 

- 1 Peter 1:1-12 (with special focus on verses 10-12) 

- Supporting references to Isaiah, Jeremiah, Micah, Zechariah, and other Old Testament 
prophets 

- Micah 5:1 (prophecy of Messiah's birthplace in Bethlehem) 

- Genesis 3:15 (the proto-evangelium about the woman's seed crushing the serpent's head) 

 

Stories: 

- The story of a pastor finding an old, unopened letter from his mentor in a desk drawer 
after 30-35 years, realizing he had been living without something meant for him that was 
written long before he opened it 

- The illustration of an archaeological dig, showing how archaeologists work meticulously 
with scrapers and brushes rather than shovels, paralleling how the prophets carefully 
searched the Scriptures 

- The movie theater trailer analogy, comparing the prophets' incomplete understanding to 
watching a trailer versus the full film that believers now experience 

- The relay race illustration, showing how salvation's message was passed from prophets to 
apostles to the church 

- The museum velvet rope illustration, depicting how angels can observe but not 
experience the grace of salvation 

- The children peering into a 60-gallon drum, illustrating how angels bend over to look into 
the mysteries of human salvation 



- The grandmother's tapestry story, where grandchildren saw only knots and loose threads 
from underneath, but when lifted up to see the right side, they saw the beautiful, 
purposeful design 


