
Title: Transformed Through Trouble: God's Purpose in Our Pain 

 

Sermon Summary: This sermon explores how God uses the di7iculties, struggles, and 
painful experiences in our lives to transform us into the image of Christ. The pastor 
emphasizes that while no one volunteers for trouble or prays for pain, God never wastes 
our su7ering. Instead, He uses every circumstance—including our mistakes, sins, and 
heartbreaks—to develop our character and draw us closer to Him. The message reassures 
believers that God is faithful even in uncertainty, that He filters every problem through His 
sovereign will, and that our current season of di7iculty is not our final chapter. The sermon 
particularly speaks to those in recovery, emphasizing that broken people who have been 
transformed by God become His most powerful instruments to help others facing similar 
struggles. 

 

Key Points: 

- God has a purpose behind every problem and uses circumstances to develop our 
character and make us like Jesus 

- Problems are normal and universal; no one escapes life problem-free, but God uses them 
to draw us closer to Himself 

- We learn our most profound prayers and worship experiences during our darkest days 
when God is all we have 

- Everything that happens to believers is "father filtered"—God's sovereignty means 
accidents are incidents in His divine plan 

- Romans 8:28-29 doesn't promise everything works out the way we want, but that God 
causes everything to work together for His purpose of conforming us to Christ's image 

- Trouble gets our attention and reveals what is truly inside us, exposing where we stand 
with Jesus 

- Pressure exposes what comfort conceals; faith is strengthened through struggle, not 
despite it 

- Trouble produces compassion—broken people understand broken people and can 
minister most e7ectively to others facing similar pain 

- Our pain may become someone else's rescue; God comforts us so we can comfort others 
with the same comfort 



- Trouble is never the end of the story—God specializes in restoration and is writing each 
person's story 

- We should give thanks in all circumstances (not for all circumstances), rejoicing in God's 
presence and faithfulness even during su7ering 

 

Scripture Reference: 

- 2 Corinthians 4:17 - "For our light and momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal 
glory that far outweighs them all" 

- 1 Peter 4:12 - "Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal among you" 

- Psalm 34:18 - "The Lord is near to the brokenhearted and saves those who are crushed in 
spirit" 

- 2 Corinthians 1:9 - "We had the sentence of death within ourselves so that we would not 
trust in ourselves, but in God who raises the dead" 

- Romans 8:28-29 - "God causes everything to work together for good for those who love 
God and are called according to His purpose" 

- 2 Corinthians 1:4 - "Who comforts us in all our a7liction so that we will be able to comfort 
those who are in a7liction" 

- 1 Thessalonians 5:18 - "Give thanks in all circumstances, for this is God's will for you in 
Christ Jesus" 

 

Stories: 

- The pastor's personal testimony of losing his wife Connie after 39 years of marriage in 
2007, feeling completely spent and alone, yet sensing God's presence and being led to join 
the Gideons ministry 

- The story of the prodigal son who came to himself not in the palace but in the pig pen, 
illustrating how trouble strips away pride 

- Reference to Jesus's o7icial family tree including four women with questionable 
reputations (Tamar, Rahab, Ruth, and Bathsheba), showing how God brings good from bad 
circumstances 



- The pastor's mission trip to Ecuador where he had to preach in multiple churches with no 
preparation, not knowing the language, feeling completely empty until the Holy Spirit gave 
him words to speak for an hour 

- The cross appearing as defeat on Friday but Sunday bringing resurrection—illustrating 
that current seasons are not final chapters 

- Biblical references to Joseph in jail, Daniel in the lion's den, and Shadrach, Meshach, and 
Abednego in the fiery furnace, showing God's presence during trouble rather than 
preventing it 


