Title: It's Not About You - Living a Purpose-Driven Life for Christ

Sermon Summary: This sermon emphasizes the foundational truth that life is not about us,
but entirely about God and His purposes. Drawing from "The Purpose Driven Life" by Rick
Warren, the message challenges believers to reject the self-centered worldview promoted
by culture and instead discover their true purpose through a relationship with Jesus Christ.
The pastor uses the metaphor of an invention needing its inventor to explain purpose,
illustrating that just as we cannot determine an object's purpose without consulting its
creator, we cannot discover life's meaning apart from God. The sermon calls believers to
present themselves as living sacrifices, to be transformed rather than conformed to the
world, and to understand that God's purpose for their lives was established before they
were even born. The ultimate message is that true fulfillment comes not from personal
success or self-help strategies, but from surrendering to God's will and living in relationship
with Christ.

Key Points:
Life's purpose is found in God, not in ourselves or worldly success

We must consult the "Owner's Manual" (the Bible) to understand our purpose, just as we
would consult an inventor to understand an invention

Self-help and worldly wisdom lead to dead ends; only God's revelation provides true
direction

There are two paths in life: one focused on self (dark, cluttered, chaotic) and one focused
on Christ (light, service, peace)

God's purpose for our lives predates our existence and fits into His larger cosmic plan

The Bible reveals five essential answers: Why am | alive? How does life work? What should |
avoid? What can | expect in the future? Where am | going?

Being a "good person" without a relationship with Christ does not guarantee salvation
We are called to be living sacrifices, transformed by the renewing of our minds

Our purpose is to bear fruit as disciples of Christ, not to pursue personal dreams and
ambitions

God places us where He needs us, which may not align with our own plans or desires



Scripture Reference:

e Colossians 1:19 (The Message)

e Romans 8:6

e John 15:1-11 (The Vine and the Branches)
e Ephesians 1:11-12

e Jeremiah 1:4-5

e John3:16-17

e Romans 12:1-2

e 1 Corinthians 2:5-8

Stories:

The phone holder illustration: The pastor used a phone holder as an object lesson, showing
how we cannot understand an invention's purpose without consulting the inventor,
paralleling our need to consult God about life's purpose

Personal testimony at Buffalo Creek: The pastor shared how God revealed his purpose
approximately 10-12 years ago when invited to lead a Bible study with about 10 men at a
farm, where God simply told him to "share your story," leading to a revelation about his
calling

Conversation with Bob the atheist: The pastor recounted how his atheist friend Bob helped
him realize he was already in ministry through his everyday work, as he naturally talked
about God with customers and others, showing that ministry isn't confined to church
buildings

The Tail of the Dragon illustration: Referenced a road in North Carolina with 312 turns in 8
miles as a metaphor for how chaotic our Christian walk can be when we're not focused on
God's purpose

Mother's passing and transformation: The pastor briefly mentioned how his mother's death
became a turning point where God began placing people around him and drawing him
back, despite his initial anger and his past struggles with alcohol



