
Title: The Potter's Hand: Embracing God's Process of 
Spiritual Growth 
 

Sermon Summary: This sermon uses the powerful metaphor of clay being molded by a 
potter to illustrate the process of spiritual growth and transformation in the life of a 
believer. The pastor emphasizes that spiritual maturity is not instantaneous but requires 
intentional commitment, patience, and obedience. Just as clay must endure tension and 
pressure to be shaped into something beautiful, Christians must embrace the 
uncomfortable process of being molded by God. The sermon challenges the congregation 
to understand that growth involves changing how we think, letting go of old patterns, and 
developing new habits. It addresses the reality that becoming like Christ is a collaborative 
eCort between our obedience and the Holy Spirit's work within us. The message 
encourages believers not to despise the slow work of God, reminding them that His delays 
are not abandonment and that He is faithful to complete the work He has begun. 

 

Key Points: 

- Spiritual growth is not automatic but requires intentional commitment and discipline 

- The tension and discomfort we experience in life is often God molding us into His image 

- Growth is a partnership between God's work and our obedience 

- Changing our life requires changing the way we think - renewing our mind 

- We must let go of old routines, develop new habits, and intentionally change our thinking 

- Obedience demonstrates our love for God and is essential for spiritual growth 

- God is concerned with how strong we grow, not how fast we grow 

- Growth takes time and involves gradual improvement, not instant transformation 

- We must create environments where people can try new things and fail without judgment 

- Spiritual maturity is measured not just by biblical knowledge but by conduct and 
character 

- God's timetable is rarely the same as ours - we must learn patience 

- Great souls are grown through struggles, storms, and seasons of suCering 



 

Scripture Reference: 

- Ephesians 4:14-15 (We are not to remain as children but grow up like Christ in everything) 

- Matthew 9:9 (Jesus calling Matthew to follow Him) 

- Philippians 2:12-13 (Work out your salvation with fear and trembling) 

- John 14:15 (If you love me, you will keep my commandments) 

- Proverbs 4:23-27 (Watch over your heart, keep your eyes looking ahead) 

- Romans 12:2 (Be transformed by the renewing of your mind) 

- Ephesians 4:23 (Be renewed in the spirit of your mind) 

- 1 Corinthians 13:11 (When I became a man, I put childish ways behind me) 

- Ecclesiastes 3:1 (There is an appointed time for everything) 

- Philippians 1:6 (He who began a good work in you will perfect it) 

- Ephesians 4:22-25 (Lay aside your old self, put on the new self) 

- James 1:4 (Let suCering do its work so you become mature) 

 

Stories: 

- Opening video illustration of clay being molded by a potter, showing the transformation 
from formless mass to beautiful vessel 

- Personal testimony about attending the Facing Hunger Food Bank fundraiser where 1,200 
hand-shaped bowls were donated by Marshall Art School students 

- Personal story about being "hell on wheels" at 17 years old, ending up in a treatment 
program, and realizing he needed to befriend the "nerds" instead of troublemakers to 
change his life 

- Illustration about email responses and learning to pause before reacting in frustration 

- Reference to Jeremiah being moved from downtown St. Louis to Huntington, West Virginia 
as an example of "change of place and change of pace" 



- Evangelist Lane Adams' parallel between Christian growth and World War II military 
strategy - the concept of "softening" through battleship bombardment followed by 
establishing a "beachhead" and gradually taking territory 

- Analogy of the windshield being bigger than the rearview mirror - we should spend our 
lives looking forward, not behind 

- Illustration about working out and building muscles - you don't get muscles from looking 
at the weight bench but from intentional eCort 

- Military "go bag" analogy - being ready to follow immediately when called 


