What is that in your hand?

What gifts of service do you have in your life?

Moses answered, “What if they do not believe me or listen to me
and say, ‘The Lord did not appear to you’?”

2Then the Lord said to him, “What is that in your hand?”

“A staff,” he replied.

Use them
3The Lord said, “Throw it on the ground.”

The gift points to God and not the gifted — it’s a sign of His
Goodness

Moses threw it on the ground and it became a snake, and he ran
from it. # Then the Lord said to him, “Reach out your hand and
take it by the tail.” So Moses reached out and took hold of the
snake and it turned back into a staff in his hand. ®“This,” said
the Lord, “is so that they may believe that the Lord, the God of
their fathers—the God of Abraham, the God of Isaac and the God
of Jacob—has appeared to you.”

6 Then the Lord said, “Put your hand inside your cloak.” So Moses
put his hand into his cloak, and when he took it out, the skin was
leprous—it had become as white as snow.

"“Now put it back into your cloak,” he said. So Moses put his hand
back into his cloak, and when he took it out, it was restored, like
the rest of his flesh.

8 Then the Lord said, “If they do not believe you or pay attention
to the first sign, they may believe the second.
Exodus 4:1-8

Don’t put your trust in / rely on your gifts
17 And take in your hand this staff, with which you shall do the
signs.”

Exodus 4:17

11 And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his staff
twice, and water came out abundantly, and the congregation
drank, and their livestock. 12 And the Lord said to Moses and
Aaron, “Because you did not believe in me, to uphold me as holy
in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not bring
this assembly into the land that | have given them.”

Numbers 20:11-12

Trust in God to overcome your shortcomings
19But Moses said to the Lord, “Oh, my Lord, | am not eloquent,
either in the past or since you have spoken to your servant, but |
am slow of speech and of tongue.”’ Then the Lord said to him,
“Who has made man's mouth? Who makes him mute, or deaf, or
seeing, or blind? Is it not I, the Lord? "2 Now therefore go, and |
will be with your mouth and teach you what you shall speak.”
Exodus 4:10-12

Will you rise up to meet the need or will you leave it for
someone else?
13 But he said, “Oh, my Lord, please send someone else.” * Then
the anger of the Lord was kindled against Moses and he said, “Is
there not Aaron, your brother, the Levite? | know that he can
speak well. Behold, he is coming out to meet you, and when he
sees you, he will be glad in his heart.’® You shall speak to him
and put the words in his mouth, and | will be with your mouth and
with his mouth and will teach you both what to do. ' He shall
speak for you to the people, and he shall be your mouth, and you
shall be as God to him.

Exodus 4:13-16



