
WE ARE WITNESSES
THE CHURCH IN THE ENDS OF THE EARTH

ACTS 15:36-41



36 And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us 
return and visit the brothers in every city where we 

proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are.” 
37 Now Barnabas wanted to take with them 

John called Mark.

A C T S  1 5 : 3 6 - 3 7



38 But Paul thought best not to take with them one who 
had withdrawn from them in Pamphylia and had not 

gone with them to the work. 39 And there arose a sharp 
disagreement, so that they separated from each other. 

Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away 
to Cyprus,

A C T S  1 5 : 3 8 - 3 9



40 but Paul chose Silas and departed, having been 
commended by the brothers to the grace of the Lord. 

41 And he went through Syria and Cilicia, 
strengthening the churches.

A C T S  1 5 : 4 0 - 4 1
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1. Even the strongest of believers can find themselves 
in sharp disagreement  



1. Even the strongest of believers can find themselves 
in sharp disagreement  

2. Paul’s desire not to take Mark appears loaded with 
wisdom



3. Barnabas’s desire to take Mark is loaded with grace



3. Barnabas’s desire to take Mark is loaded with grace

4. God uses sinfully flawed believers to advance his 
kingdom
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