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THE FAMILY OF GOD 
1 John 2:12-14 

Walking in the Light 
Last week we ended with the thought that Christian ought to live like Jesus and to live like Jesus is to walk in the light –  
 -In the context of 2:7-11, walking in the light is loving the brethren. 
As we read the verses ask, “How can I apply this today?” 
 
Read 1 John 2:12-17 
Pray 
 
Love the Church 
I want to take what John says in these 3 verses and give three reasons why you and I should love the church –  
 
1 – Because God made the church to live as a family 
A possible hymn? 
 -You will notice the structure of verses 12-14 look like a poem or song. 

-It is possible that this was a song that was already being used in Christian churches or it is a song or 
poem that John creates. 

This poem doesn’t mention the word “church” but it describes the church in that it portrays a generational and spiritual 
family. 

-Sisters don’t be offended that he says “fathers” and “young men” and not “mothers”, “sisters” or “daughters”… 
  -His purpose isn’t to express gender but generations. 
 -It is the dynamic of a generational family that John captures here. 
The church has children – new converts 
The church has fathers – those who have grown to maturity, not perfection 
The church has young men – those who are changing and growing; somewhere between new convert and matured saint  
 
 
2 – Because a family is a great place to grow 
How do you get from new convert to mature saint?  

-v. 14b – “I write to you young men, because you are strong and the Word of God abides in you, and you have 
overcome the evil one.” 

Overcoming Accusation –  
 -In Satan’s accusations, he tells the truth but not the whole truth –  
  -We have sinned – that is true 
  -But we have an advocate who has worked for us – and that’s the whole truth! 
 -Rev. 12:10-11 
Overcoming Temptation –  
 -In temptation, Satan lies –  
  -In a trial he says, “God isn’t good” 
  -In a temptation he says, “Sin is better than God.” 
 -We overcome his lies as Jesus did, by the abiding Word –  
  -Luke 4:1-13 
  -With each temptation – “It is written!” 
 
3 – Because Jesus died to make the church His own 
 

 


