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OBEY HIS COMMANDMENT 
1 John 4:1-12 

 
Obey His Commandment 
The introduction to what we just read is back in chapter 3, verse 23 –  

“And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as 
he has commanded us.” 

Take special note of this – “And this is his commandment” –  
  -Jesus is the head and we are to believe in Him. 
  -His body is the church, His people, and we are to love them. 
 
The Message 
God calls us to obey His commandment by believing in Jesus and loving one another. 
 -Believe in Jesus – 4:1-6 

-Love one another – 4:7-12 
 
1 – Believe in Jesus 
 -According to 3:23, we are to “believe in the name of his Son.” 

-Biblically, to ‘believe in one’s name’ is to trust in everything that is true about them. 
 -We see this in the Garden when Adam named the animals –  
 -Genesis 2:19 

“Now out of the ground the LORD God had formed every beast of the field and every bird 
of the heavens and brought them to the man to see what he would call them.  And 
whatever the man called every living creature, that was its name.” 

   -Then we see this in all the Names of God in the OT –  
    -All the Names of God describe something that is true about Him –  
  -So, to believe in the name of Jesus is to believe in everything that is true about Him! 

-John 1:12 – “But to all who did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to 
become children of God.” 

-Now, we come to chapter 4 verses 1-6 where John breaks down believing in the Name of Jesus by contrasting 
two truth claims. 

-He refers to the truth claims as “spirits” – v. 1 – “Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the 
spirits…” 

-Why would he refer to truth claims as “spirits”? 
-Because there is a spiritual reality – maybe better to say a spiritual personality – behind the truth claim. 
 

Summary of verses 1-6 contrast  
Truth Claim #1 Truth Claim #2 

God – The Spirit of God – vs. 1, 2 False Prophets – Spirit of Antichrist – vs. 1, 3 
Confesses Jesus has come in the flesh – v. 2 Does not confess that Jesus has come in the flesh – v. 2 
From God and overcomes the world – v. 4 From the world – v. 5 
Listens to God – v. 6 
 

Listens to the world – v. 5 

Listens to Apostles – v. 6 
 

Doesn’t listen to Apostles – v. 6 

Spirit of TRUTH – v. 6 
 

Spirit of ERROR – v. 6 
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-As you compare and contrast these truth claims or spirits, three issues immerge –  
  1 – Christology – Do they teach the truth about Jesus? 

-vs. 2, 3 – “By this you know the Spirit of God: every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has 
come in the flesh is from God, and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God…” 
-But remember how John began this letter? 
 -Read 1:1-2 

 
2 – Do they have fellowship with God?  Do they know God?  Do they have a real, living and vital 
relationship with God? 

-v. 4- “Little children, you are from God and have overcome them, for he who is in you is greater 
than he who is in the world.” 

-You have overcome because greater is he that is in you than he who is in the world – 
what does that mean? 

-What is the relationship between overcoming and the one who is in you? 
 
  3 – Do they listen to the Apostles?  What is their source of truth? 

-v. 6 – “We are from God.  Whoever knows God listens to us; whoever is not from God does not 
listen to us.  By this we know the Spirit of truth and the spirit of error.” 
 -So who do you listen to?   

 
2 – Love One Another – vs. 7-12 

-These verses are meaningful to us because we all know how important it is to love and to be loved. 
 -The point is this – Abiding love becomes visible love 
  -True love is in the heart of God – it is His very nature 
   -God is love (v. 8) 
  -God’s love moved Him to provide a sacrifice for our sins –  

-v. 9 – “In this the love of God was made manifest (or made evident) among us, that God sent his 
only Son into the world, so that we might live through him.” 
 -That’s John 3:16! 
-God’s holiness required a sacrifice for sins – His love moved Him to provide a sacrifice for our 
sins –  

-v. 10 – “In this is love, not that we have loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son 
to be the propitiation for our sins.” 

  -If you believe this then this same love of God comes to abide in your heart. 
-v. 7 – “…love is from God and whoever loves has been born of God and knows God.” 

-If love is abiding in your heart then, just like God, it will become manifested or evidenced in your life. 
-v. 12 – “No one has ever seen God; if we love one another, God abides in us and his love is 
perfected in us.” 
 -That word “perfected” could be translated “finished” or “completed” 
-Love is completed when we actually do what is loving toward others. 

    -Which takes us right back to the “gospel logic” of last week –  
-Christ laid down His life for us, therefore, like Him, we don’t just love in “word or talk 
but in deed and in truth.” (3:18) 

 
Application 
1 – We must keep love in our doctrine 
 
2 – We must keep doctrine in our love 
   


