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LOVE NOT THE WORLD 
1 John 2:15-17 

Who Controls? 
There is a constant struggle for the control of your heart –  
Jesus said, “No one can serve two masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the 
one and despise the other.  You cannot serve God and money.” (Matt. 6:24) 
 -Notice the dichotomy according to Jesus –  
  -It is not an option between having a master and not having a master. 

-We all serve or worship someone or something – and who or what you worship will determine who are 
what rules you. 

 -Here’s how the Apostle Paul described this struggle –  
-Rom. 6:12-13 – “Let not sin therefore reign in your mortal body, to make you obey its passions.  Do not 
present your members to sin as instruments for unrighteousness, but present yourselves to God as those 
who have been brought from death to life, and your members to God as instruments for righteousness.” 

-So, you are either yielding your heart to sin and therefore the members of your body are instruments of 
unrighteousness, or you are yielding your heart to God and therefore the members of your body are functioning 
as instruments of righteous. 

Today’s text is a classic text that address the inner struggle for control –  
 -John deals with three basic issues –  
  1 – Your affections – Who or what is the object of your affections? 
  2 – Your choices – Whose will is most important to you?  Who do you live to please? 
  2 – Your hope – In whom or in what do you place your future hope? 
 -Look for these three issues as we read and be asking yourself those questions. 
 
Read 1 John 2:15-17 
Pray 
 
The Message 
To win the battle within, you must sanctify your affections, choices, and hope to the Lord. 
 -To sanctify is to set something apart or to dedicate it to the Lord and His purposes. 
1 – Your Affections 

-v. 15 – “Do not love the world or the things in the world.  If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not 
in him.” 

-This “love not the world” can be confusing because of other things we see in the Bible –  
  -For example – “God so loved the world…” but we are to not love the world? 
  -And the Greek word “world” is the same in both – cosmos. 
-There’s three ways in which the “world” is referred to in Scripture –  

  -The first is the physical world itself – the planet we live on. 
  -Then the word cosmos is used to refer to the world of humanity –  
  -The third use of the cosmos must be what John has in mind here and elsewhere –  
   -The world system –  

-1 John 5:19 – “We know that we are from God and the whole world lies in the power of 
the evil one.” 
-2 Cor. 10:3-5 

-John says, “Do not love the world or the things in the world” then defines those things in verse 16 – 
-v. 16 – “For all that is in the world – the desires of the flesh and the desires of the eyes and pride of life – 
is not from the Father but is from the world.” 
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-There’s three gateways to your heart by which the world produces sin –  

  -The desires of the flesh –  
   -The “lust of the flesh” are desires that get corrupted by our fallen humanity. 
  -The desires of the eyes –  

-Our eyes are part of our flesh but the eyes are put in their own category to stress the volatility 
of our senses to sin. 

  -The pride of life –  
   -The root of all our sin – pride! 
  -Notice the parallel to the temptation of Eve and Jesus –  

Genesis 3:1-7 Luke 4:1-13 1 John 2:15-17 
“saw the tree was good 
for food” 

“command this stone to 
become bread” 

“desires of the flesh” 

“it was a delight to the 
eyes” 

“showed him all the 
kingdoms of the world” “to 
you I will give” 

“desires of the eyes” 

“desired to make one 
wise” (be like God) 

“throw yourself 
down…command you 
angels…” (for the sake of a 
public spectacle) 

“pride of life” 

  
-Here’s the problem with all the above – The sin produced doesn’t help me love God 

 
2 – Your Choices 
 -Where are we seeing choices in this passage? 

-v. 17 – “And the world is passing away along with its desires, but whoever does the will of God abides 
forever.” 
 -Doing the will of God is a decision of your heart to do what pleases God. 

 -You and I make a lot of decision every day –  
  -In many ways your life is the accumulated consequence of countless decisions. 

-In God’s sovereignty He has made us responsible and allows us a level of autonomy which is 
expressed in choices. 

  -The main issue is seen in these questions –  
   -“What do I submit to as the authority of my life?” 
   -“Will this choice please God or not?” 
   -“Will this glorify God or not?” 
 -Don’t make the mistake of thinking there is a disconnect between affections and choices –  
  -Our affections dictate our choices and our choices reinforce our affections. 
 
3 – Your Hope 
 -Where is hope in this passage? 
  -v. 17b – “…whoever does the will of God abides forever.” 
 -The hope of abiding forever becomes another motivation for doing the will of God. 

-So what motivates or propels us to do the will of God is both love for God (I want to please Him) and 
hope in God (this is how I will abide forever). 

 -What is the will of God? 
-John 6:40 – “For this is the will of my Father, that everyone who looks on the Son and believes in him 
should have eternal life…” 
-Verses on “The will of God” – John 4:34; 5:30; 6:38-40; Eph. 6:6; Col. 4:12; 1 Thess. 4:3; 5:18; Heb. 
10:36; 1 Pet. 2:15; 4:2 


