
Right Attitudes for 
Kingdom Living

Matthew 5:1-12



The Joy of 
Persecution

Matthew 5:10-12

















The Word of God 
for the People of 

God!

Thanks Be to God!



Big Idea:
When the righteousness that 

Christ produces in us, puts us at 
odds with the world, we can 

rejoice because our suffering 
identifies us with Christ, and 

brings glory to God.



The Joy of 
Persecution

(When righteousness has 
cost you something)
Matthew 5:10-12



I. The Cause of 
Persecution

“righteousness’ 
sake”





Righteousness 
ultimately points 
to the Righteous 

One---Christ.



The Progression of 
the Beatitudes

Kingdom Standard 
for Righteousness





Righteousness brings 
us into conflict with a 
world that does not 
share our values.



Poor in Spirit àMourning Over 
Sinà Meeknessà         

Hunger and Thirst for 
RighteousnessàMercifulà 

Pure in Heartà 
PeacemakersàPersecuted



Persecution is not suffering 
because we did wrong. 
Persecution is suffering 
because we are faithfully 

following Christ.







II. The Certainty of 
Persecution













III. The Company of 
Persecution





IV. The Christian 
Response to 
Persecution



Rejoice



We rejoice because:
A. Suffering for 

Jesus brings God 
glory!













We rejoice because:
B. Suffering for 
Jesus makes us 
more like Jesus!















We rejoice because:
C. Our Reward is 

Eternal







Bookends

…for theirs is the 
Kingdom of 

heaven.
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