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Thanksgiving 2017 11/19/2017 Sunday Morning 
 
Philippians 3:20  For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we 
eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  
V.21  who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with 
the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to 
subject all things to Himself. 
4:1  Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, 
so stand firm in the Lord, my beloved.  
V.2  I urge Euodia and I urge Syntyche to live in harmony in the Lord.  
V.3  Indeed, true comrade, I ask you also to help these women who have 
shared my struggle in the cause of the gospel, together with Clement also, 
and the rest of my fellow workers, whose names are in the book of life.  
V.4   Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!  
V.5  Let your forbearing spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near.  
V.6   Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  
V.7  And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 
 
How do we have peace in this climate of anxiety? 
Phil.3:20  For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait 
for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  

1.  “our citizenship is in heaven” 
a. “is” – is not the common word “to be” 

i. This word has history in it 
ii. It is the same word used in Phil.2:6 

Philippians 2:6  who, although He existed(He was 

already God) in the form of God, did not regard equality 
with God a thing to be grasped, 

b. “Our home is already in heaven”  
i. Christ has been making a place for us to live w/ Him! 
ii. Don’t let your heart be anxious over this place 

1. Our home has been in the building for 2000 years  
2. It must be about finished 

John 14:1  (NP) 
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John 14:1  " Let not your heart be troubled; believe 
in God, believe also in Me.  
2  "In My Father's house are many dwelling places; if 
it were not so, I would have told you; for I go to 
prepare a place for you.  
3  "And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
again, and receive you to Myself; that where I am, 
there you may be also.  
 

c. Make a point to remember that this isn’t home 
d. If you aren’t doing as well as you expected;  financially, 

physically, emotionally don’t worry – this isn’t home 
 

2.  “we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ” 
a. “eagerly wait” is a triple compound word 

i. The root word means to take by the hand 
ii. But it has two prepositions in front of it 
iii. “ἐκ ” – means out of – take us out of this world 
iv. “ἀπό ” means away from – It has the idea of refocusing our 

eyes away from the things of this world & focus on the 
new place 
 

Phil.3:20 x For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait 
for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ;  
V.21  who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with 
the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to 
subject all things to Himself. 

1. “who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with 
the body of His glory” 

a. Our bodies aren’t ready to fellowship on physical level w/ Christ 
– we can’t keep up  

b. So He will change our bodies 
1 Corinthians 15:54  But when this perishable will 
have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will 
have put on immortality, then will come about the 
saying that is written, " DEATH IS SWALLOWED UP in 
victory.  

4:1 (NP) 
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4:1  Therefore, my beloved brethren whom I long to see, my joy and crown, 
so stand firm in the Lord, my beloved. 

1. “Therefore” 
a. Goes back to Phil.3:20 & 21  

 
2. “stand firm in the Lord” 

a. Persevere – Don’t let this world pull you down 
b. Don’t become pessimistic – we do win!  
c. The best is yet to come! 

 
V.2 & V.3 are personal to a couple of workers  
 
V.4   Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice!  

1. “Rejoice in the Lord always” 
a. The same word used in Phil.3:1 

Philippians 3:1  Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the 
Lord. To write the same things again is no trouble to 
me, and it is a safeguard for you.  

b. We are called on – to be glad 
c. He restates it at the end of the verse to emphasize 
d. We are to have a heart of rejoicing – a heart of thanksgiving  

 
2. “again I will say rejoice” 

a. That doesn’t mean that we are to be happy about all the sin & its 
pain 

b. But we are to see beyond the pain – never forget that our home 
is in heaven – not here 

i. God is not only making a place for us – He is making us 
for a place! 

James 1:2   Consider it all joy, my brethren, when 
you encounter various trials,  
3  knowing that the testing of your faith produces 
endurance.  
4  And let endurance have its perfect result, that you 
may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 
 

c. The key being thankful in the midst of trials is – knowing that 
God doesn’t do things indiscriminately. 

Rom.8:18  (NP) 
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Romans 8:18   For I consider that the sufferings of 
this present time are not worthy to be compared with 
the glory that is to be revealed to us.  
 

d. God always loves us w/ a  perfect love 
Romans 8:35  Who shall separate us from the love 
of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, 
or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?  
36  Just as it is written, " FOR THY SAKE WE ARE 
BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY LONG; WE WERE 
CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED."  
37  But in all these things we overwhelmingly 
conquer through Him who loved us. 

 
V.5  Let your forbearing spirit be known to all men. The Lord is near.  
V.6   Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  

1. “Be anxious for nothing” 
a. You and I are told not to worry – worry is sin  
b. Worry is the practice of not trusting God – if you trust Him 

worrying is a lot harder 
i. Jesus said it this way 

Matthew 6:21  for where your treasure is, there will 
your heart be also. 
V.25 " For this reason I say to you, do not be anxious 
for your life, as to what you shall eat, or what you 
shall drink; nor for your body, as to what you shall 
put on. Is not life more than food, and the body than 
clothing?  
V.27 "And which of you by being anxious can add a 
single cubit to his life's span?  
V.34 "Therefore do not be anxious for tomorrow; 
for tomorrow will care for itself. Each day has 
enough trouble of its own.  

V.6 x (NP) 
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V.6 x  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  

2. “in everything” 
a. You may be thinking that’s easy for Paul to say! 

 
In Paul’s day – the world environment was dismal  

1. Greek & Roman were superstitious beyond belief  
a. Each city had its patron deity. Every club had its own god  

2. Idols were also big business – follow the money 
Acts 19:23 (NIV)   About that time there arose a 
great disturbance about the Way.  
24  A silversmith named Demetrius, who made silver 
shrines of Artemis(Diana), brought in no little business 
for the craftsmen.  
25  He called them together, along with the workmen 
in related trades, and said: "Men, you know we 
receive a good income from this business.  
26  And you see and hear how this fellow Paul has 
convinced and led astray large numbers of people 
here in Ephesus and in practically the whole province 
of Asia. He says that man-made gods are no gods at 
all.  
V.28 When they heard this, they were furious and 
began shouting: "Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!"  
29  Soon the whole city was in an uproar. The people 
seized Gaius and Aristarchus, Paul's traveling 
companions from Macedonia, and rushed as one man 
into the theater.  

*These university riots, we are familiar with,  
  don’t hold up to a good idol riot! 

 
3. Philosophy ruled people’s lives more than religion:  in Paul’s day 

 
1. Stoicism was popular.  

a. Stoicism was materialistic and pantheistic. 
i. Stoicism was fatalistic 

 
2. Epicureanism was also popular  

a. Epicureanism wasn’t eat, drink & be merry for tomorrow we die 
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i. It did focused on the individual's happiness,  
ii. They believed that the way to happiness was through 

maximizing pleasure and minimizing pain –  
1. The peace movement of the 60’s would be close to 

their thinking 
2. Tranquility was sought through a quiet, contemplative 

life lived among a community of friends. 
b. Epicureans believed when we die, we simply become dissolved 

into atoms again.  
i. Epicureans believed humans needn't worry about the gods. 

 
3. In Paul’s day 

a. Adultery was very common 
b. Divorce was easy to acquire – just give notice  
c. If children were wanted they were cared for  
d. If not wanted left to exposure – placed outside & left to die 

i. Many communities had common places where infants were 
left so that if anyone wanted one they would go to the 
common area & pick up a baby – whose future was usually 
prostitution or slavery 

e. It is believed that up to ½ of all people were slaves  
 

4. In Paul’s day – politics was deadly!  
1. Paul lived under the rule of Caesar Augustus  

a. Early in Augustus’ reign, Halley’s Comet passed over Rome. 
Augustus claimed it was the spirit of Julius Caesar entering 
heaven. If Caesar was a god – Augustus was the son of a god  

 
2. Promoting himself as the man who would return Rome’s past glory,’  
3. As ruler of Rome, Augustus had to lead by example. He re-established 

traditional social rules and religious rituals, sacrificing animals to Rome’s 
gods. In 12 AD he made himself Pontifex Maximus, the chief priest 
of Rome  

4. At his death, Augustus, the ‘son of a god’, was himself declared a god 
by Roman Senate. 

5. Apostle Paul was born about 4 B.C. 
6. Augustus Caesar ruled Rome from 31 B.C. to 14 A.D.  
7. Tiberius reigned next from 14 – 37 A.D.  

a. He was a lousy ruler, weak, deceitful, murderous  
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b. When he died & his nephew Caligula took his place 
8. Caligula ruled from 37-41 

a. Crazy, insane, example:  when he was about to offer a sacrifice 
he raised the hammer w/  which to kill the animal & swung it & 
killed the priest instead – just to be doing it! 

b. He was murdered by his closest advisors  
 

9. He was succeeded by his uncle Claudius from 41 – 54 
a. He was the only surviving heir of Augustus 
b. Became very ill as a child & was disfigured, clumsy, coarse 

i. He was considered the family fool! & family made fun of 
him 

c. When he learned he would be Emperor – A guard found Claudius 
hiding & trembling in the palace  

d. Claudius worked hard at his job, starting work just after 
midnight every day. It began to pay off: he made major 
improvements to Rome’s judicial system, passed laws 
protecting sick slaves, extended citizenship and increased 
women's privileges. 

i. He also treated his people with unusual respect, apologizing 
to visiting pensioners when there were not enough chairs. 
Hardly surprising, then, that one historian wrote how this 
sort of behavior endeared him to the people. 

ii. His second wife assassinated him to put her son on the 
throne (Nero) 

10. Nero ruled from 54 – 68  
a. Nero started well. He ended secret trials and gave the Senate 

more independence. He banned capital punishment, reduced 
taxes and allowed slaves to sue unjust owners. He provided 
assistance to cities that had suffered disasters, gave aid to the 
Jews and established promoted poetry, drama and athletics. 

b. However, Nero had a dark side.  
i. His impulses began as simple extravagance.  
ii. He seduced married women and young boys  
iii. He also liked to wander the streets, murdering innocent 

people at random. 
iv. Murdered his own mother (who put him on the throne) 

 
c. Rome burned 64 & Nero blamed Christians 
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d. He beheaded Paul  
e. He probably executed Apostle Peter also 
f. The Senate declared Nero a public enemy which meant that 

anyone could kill him w/out fear of punishment 
g. He committed suicide  
h. In that kind of environment Paul could right “let your 

request be made w/ thanksgiving”  
 
V.6 x  Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication 
with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God.  

3. “by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made 
known to God 

a. There is a difference between not worrying b/c you just don’t 
worry – and not worrying b/c you’ve given it to God 
 

b. “prayer” devotions, public prayer, formal prayer, general prayers 
c. “supplication” is personal private prayer, entreating God –  

i. both have their place 
 

4. “with thanksgiving” 
a. Here is the thanksgiving part – how can we ever thank God 

enough for all He has done & is doing for us 
b. Paul gives a little of his biography in 2 Cor. 

2 Corinthians 11:24  Five times I received from the 
Jews thirty-nine lashes.  
25  Three times I was beaten with rods, once I was 
stoned, three times I was shipwrecked, a night and a 
day I have spent in the deep.  
26  I have been on frequent journeys, in dangers from 
rivers, dangers from robbers, dangers from my 
countrymen, dangers from the Gentiles, dangers in 
the city, dangers in the wilderness, dangers on the 
sea, dangers among false brethren;  
27  I have been in labor and hardship, through many 
sleepless nights, in hunger and thirst, often without 
food, in cold and exposure.  
28  Apart from such external things, there is the daily 
pressure upon me of concern for all the churches.  
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c. When we acknowledge Him as the source of all good things – it 
brings a peace that passes understanding (even in our hurt) V.7 

 
V.7  And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard 
your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

1. “the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension” 
a. There is a peace that can’t be translated into words 

i. God is able to do that which can’t be explained 
Ephesians 3:20    Now to Him who is able to do 
exceeding abundantly beyond all that we ask or think, 
according to the power that works within us, 
 

2. “shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus” 
a. He will post guard over your heart & your mind 
b. The Holy Spirit is your sentinel  
c. Paul could write about being thankful living in such a world 

 
d. Surely there is room for us to be thankful for all God has 

done and for us  
 

e. Paul hasn’t suffered any for 2000 years!  “It came to pass” 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-22 (NASB77)  
16   Rejoice always;  
17   pray without ceasing;  
18  in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.  
19   Do not quench the Spirit;  
20  do not despise prophetic utterances.  
21  But examine everything carefully; hold fast to that which is good;  
22  abstain from every form of evil. 
  
 


