
1 Corinthians 4 1/6/19 Sunday Morning 
 
Review:  Last week we saw –  

1. When you begin to view life as a mature believer you realize that you 
really don’t own anything  

a. When someone says that God owns the first 10th of your income 
& you own the rest that is silliness! We know what they are 
saying, but… 

i. God owns everything! 
b. But one of the great paradoxes of Christianity is – all things are 

yours 
1 Corinthians 3:21  So then let no one boast in men. For all things belong 

to you,  
V.22  whether Paul or Apollos or Cephas or the world or life or death or 

things present or things to come; all things belong to 
you,  

 
2. That means that God is going to give you whatever is best – for you! 

a. If He didn’t withhold His Son – what could be so valuable that He 
would withhold it from you?  NOTHING! 

Romans 8:32  He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over 
for us all, how will He not also with Him freely give us 
all things? 

b. Knowing all things are yours does away with man’s pride, envy, 
jealousy, greed, etc. 

 
3. All things are yours because you belong to Christ & Christ belongs to 

God 
V.23  and you belong to Christ; and Christ belongs to God. 

a. You are a joint heir w/ Christ  
b. You are the pearl of great value in Matthew 13:46 
c. God paid the ultimate price for you! 

  
4. He tells them to quit judging other people – quit appraising their value 

a. He gives 4 reasons they/we aren’t to judge other believers 
i. #1st. Because they/you can’t see the unseen things – 

needed to make a legitimate judgment of others 
 



1 Corinthians 4:5  Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the 
time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both 
bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and 
disclose the motives of men's hearts; and then each 
man's praise will come to him from God.  
 

b.  #2nd. No one ask them to be the judge of others V.7 
 
4:7 For who regards you as superior? What do you have that you did not 
receive? And if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received 
it?  

1. “For who regards you as superior” 
a. Last week we looked at part of this verse 
b. But we didn’t have time to look at the first phrase which leads us 

into the next verses 
c. This statement is a little hard to understand 

 
d. “For who regards you as “superior”  

i. Superior – (krínō)– it is a verb – denoting separation, to 
distinguish, decide, judge. To separate throughout – 
Complete Word Study Dictionary 

ii. Contend, Decide, Decision, Differ, Discern, Divide, Judge, 
Partiality – Strong's Hebrew & Greek Word Study 

iii. The context helps us understand what’s meant – They were 
judging the merit of others 

 
e. The true meaning of this verse is captured best in NLT Bible 

1 Corinthians 4:7 (NLT2)  For what gives you the right to make such a 
judgment? What do you have that God hasn’t given 
you? And if everything you have is from God, why 
boast as though it were not a gift?  

 
f. They were passing judgment on other believers! 

 
g. #3rd. The third reason they were not to judge others is b/c of 

their own self-deception V.8 
V.8  You are already filled, you have already become rich, you have become 
kings without us; and indeed, I wish that you had become kings so that we 
also might reign with you.  



1. “You are already filled” 
a. This is sanctified sarcasm!  
b. Their sanctimonious judgment of others didn’t sit well w/ Paul! 
c. Paul said – you are already “filled”  

i. Perfect tense – they didn’t want more  
ii. They weren’t hungering for more from God 
iii. No desire to know God better – understand His mysteries 

more – have a more intimate walk 
iv. They would rather take sides & fuss about who is greater! 

 
d. I saw for the first time how people can go to a church where 

there is nothing taught & be satisfied  
i. They had all the Bible they wanted – they are full enough – 

no appetite to know God & His great truths more 
e. The Corinthians should have been hungering after righteousness 

– but alas they were satiated! 
i. There is a blessing for those w/ an appetite  

Matthew 5:6  "Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
for they shall be satisfied.  

ii. This would also explain why the Church at Corinth was so 
immature  

 
f. The second thing noted in this verse was how convoluted their 

self-judgment was 
 

2. “you have already become rich” 
a. Corinth was a place of material wealth – an open minded society 

– much like this country 
b. They had a seaport on each end of town – influenced; financially 

& morally  
i. Instead of being humble b/c of God’s goodness to them – 

they thought of themselves as special! 
ii. Human success does not mean spiritual success 

 
c. They were like the Church today 

 
Revelation 3:17  'Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, 

and have need of nothing," and you do not know 
that you are wretched and miserable and poor and 



blind and naked, (He isn’t talking to the lost – but to the Church!) 

18  I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire so 
that you may become rich, and white garments so 
that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of 
your nakedness will not be revealed; and eye salve to 
anoint your eyes so that you may see.  

 
3. “have become kings without us” 

a. They had set up their own private kingdom  
i. Don’t try to turn this world into your own little kingdom – it 

will never bring contentment! 
b. The Corinthians talked about the coming of Christ & how they 

long for it – but their lifestyle indicated they had deep roots here 
 

4. “I wish that you had become kings so that we also might reign with 
you” 

a. I wish you were kings – b/c I can’t wait to begin to rule w/ Christ 
 

b. #4th. The fourth reason they were not to judge others was – 
They didn’t know what God has called others to do for Him – 
V.9 

i. They subconsciously thought they were more blessed than 
others – they were actually less blessed 

ii. The apostles had been called to a higher level of service 
than the Corinthians  

iii. This is the difference between – world’s viewpoint & God’s 
 
V.9  For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men condemned 
to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels 
and to men.  

1. “I think, God has exhibited us apostles last of all, as men condemned to 
death” 

a. This is a direct reference to the execution of prisoners 
b. To keep the Roman citizenry happy they entertained them when 

they executed prisoners 
i. The great coliseums were like our football stadiums  
ii. The gladiators fought first – strongest survived to fight 

again 



iii. Then the weakest prisoners were brought into the 
colosseum last b/c they weren’t much fun to watch  

iv. So they were all killed, usually using wild animals 
v. When they came in they stood before the presiding officer 

& would say, “We who are about to die salute you”  
vi. Paul is saying that the apostles appear to be like that last 

group 
c. While it appeared to the world that the Corinthians favored by 

God – in truth it was the apostles  
i. But it looked like the other way around – the world has life 

backwards 
 

2. “we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men” 
a. The word “spectacle” is the word – “theater”  
b. Paul says we are an exhibition – public spectacle  
c. But Paul hints that there is more to what is going on – he says a 

spectacle to the world…angels…men 
i. To men & the world – apostles were losers 
ii. But he knew others were watching 

 
d. Have you thought about who is watching you? Angels…other 

creations of God 
 

e. Job is an example of a bigger picture to life than just what we see 
i. Job became a battle ground that proved Satan wrong 
ii. Our adversities are being watched by more than just our 

next door neighbor  
iii. Could God point you out & say to Satan – "Have you 

considered My servant _? For there is no one like him on 
the earth…" 

Job 1:8  The LORD said to Satan, "Have you considered My servant Job? For 
there is no one like him on the earth, a blameless and 
upright man, fearing God and turning away from 
evil." 

iv. Other examples of beings watching what is going on 
 
1 Corinthians 11:10   Therefore the woman ought to have a symbol of 

authority on her head, because of the angels. 



Ephesians 3:10 (NASB)  so that the manifold wisdom of God might now be 
made known through the church to the rulers and the 
authorities in the heavenly places. 

1 Peter 1:12  It was revealed to them that they were not serving 
themselves, but you, in these things which now have 
been announced to you through those who preached 
the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from 
heaven—things into which angels long to look.  

 
f. These are men who changed the world – yet they were a 

spectacle to (& despised by) the world  
g. Who then was rich & who was poor? 

 
h. There is a real danger in being “blessed” with affluence  

i. It is losing track of who we are!  
ii. We can’t afford to get caught up in this world’s system 

 
i. Think of Moses for a minute – why was he such a great man? 
j. Moses was a great man b/c he refused to allow the world’s 

attractions to draw him in 
Hebrews 11:24 By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called 

the son of Pharaoh's daughter,  
25  choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the 
people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of 
sin,  
26  considering the reproach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the 
reward.  

 
k. You can’t live the way God wants you to w/out the same attitude 

as Moses or Job  
 
Job 1:21  He said, "Naked I came from my mother's womb, And naked I 

shall return there. The LORD gave and the LORD has 
taken away. Blessed be the name of the LORD." 

l. Paul continues to compare their thinking w/ truth V.10 
 
V.10  We are fools for Christ's sake, but you are prudent in Christ; we are 
weak, but you are strong; you are distinguished, but we are without honor.  



V.11  To this present hour we are both hungry and thirsty, and are poorly 
clothed, and are roughly treated, and are homeless;  
V.12  and we toil, working with our own hands; when we are reviled, we 
bless; when we are persecuted, we endure;  
V.13  when we are slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become as the 
scum of the world, the dregs of all things, even until now. 

1. “we are both hungry...thirsty...poorly clothed…roughly treated & 
homeless” (V.11) 

a. First – trials & hardships are not a sign of God’s displeasure  
b. Hardships can be a sign of His favor 

i. Jeremiah is a good example 
Jeremiah 1:4  Now the word of the LORD came to me saying,  

5  "Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, And 
before you were born I consecrated you; I have 
appointed you a prophet to the nations."  
6  Then I said, "Alas, Lord GOD! Behold, I do not know 
how to speak, Because I am a youth."  
7  But the LORD said to me, "Do not say, 'I am a 
youth,' Because everywhere I send you, you shall go, 
And all that I command you, you shall speak.  
8  "Do not be afraid of them, For I am with you to 
deliver you," declares the LORD.  
9  Then the LORD stretched out His hand and touched 
my mouth, and the LORD said to me, "Behold, I have 
put My words in your mouth.  
10  "See, I have appointed you this day over the 
nations and over the kingdoms, To pluck up and to 
break down, To destroy and to overthrow, To build 
and to plant."  

c. The apostles saw adversity as a privilege & blessing from God 
Acts 5:40  They(Sanhedrin) took his(Gamaliel) advice; and after calling the apostles 

in, they flogged them and ordered them not to speak 
in the name of Jesus, and then released them.  
41  So they went on their way from the presence of 
the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered 
worthy to suffer shame for His name. 

 
d. Affluence needs to be seen in its true context 



James 1:9 (NIV)  The brother in humble circumstances ought to take pride 
in his high position.  
10  But the one who is rich should take pride in his low 
position, because he will pass away like a wild flower. 

 
e. By the Way – there is not a person in this auditorium who isn’t 

rich by the world's standards 
f. Living in 21st century America is nice – but let’s not forget that we 

have it very easy compared to most believers in the world 
i. We need to be careful how we look at others  

  
V.14  I do not write these things to shame you, but to admonish you as my 
beloved children.  
V.15  For if you were to have countless tutors in Christ, yet you would not 
have many fathers, for in Christ Jesus I became your father through the 
gospel.  
V.16  Therefore I exhort you, be imitators of me.  
V.17  For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and 
faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are in 
Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every church.  
V.18  Now some have become arrogant, as though I were not coming to you.  
V.19  But I will come to you soon, if the Lord wills, and I shall find out, not 
the words of those who are arrogant but their power.  
V.20  For the kingdom of God does not consist in words but in power.  

1. “does not consist in words but in power” 
a. Here is the crux of the matter w/ church at Corinth 

i. They had mistaken the shadow of Christianity for the 
substance, the form, for the real thing 

b. They were big on religion  
c. They were big on ritual – worship – churchiness  
d. They just weren’t big on a real relationship w/ Christ  
e. Everybody talked a good game – they didn’t have one 
f. There is a power that comes w/ a walk w/ Christ  

i. Few in our day even know that 
g. Scripture says that the last days would be this way 

2 Timothy 3:1  But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come.  
2  For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, 
boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, 
ungrateful, unholy,  



3  unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without 
self-control, brutal, haters of good,  
4  treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure 
rather than lovers of God,  
5  holding to a form of godliness, although they have 
denied its power; Avoid such men as these.  

 
h. The good news is that even though the Church is spiraling 

downward – we don’t have to 
i. We must be careful that we don’t compare ourselves w/ 

other believers  
ii. But we are encouraged by the letter to the Laodiceans 

 
Revelation 3:20  'Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears My 
voice and opens the door, I will come in to him and will dine with him, and he 
with Me.  
 

*You can have a close walk with Him if you choose to 
 
 






