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1 Corinthians 2:6&F 11/11/18 Sunday Morning 
 
Review:  
1 Corinthians 2:1 And when I came to you, brethren, I did not come with 
superiority of speech or of wisdom, proclaiming to you the testimony of God.  
V.2  For I determined to know nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and 
Him crucified.  

1. “I did not come with superiority of speech or of wisdom” 
a. Paul didn’t try to impress them w/ his intellect 
b. He kept the topic simple – believe what God says about His Son 

 
V.3  I was with you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling,  
V.4  and my message and my preaching were not in persuasive words of 
wisdom, but in demonstration of the Spirit and of power,  
V.5  so that your faith would not rest on the wisdom of men, but on the 
power of God.  

1. “in weakness and in fear and in much trembling” 
a. Among other things, he understood the gravity of the situation 
b. Paul’s preaching brought life & death to Corinth 

i. His preaching made them more accountable to God 
2 Corinthians 2:16 (NIV)  To the one we are the 
smell of death; to the other, the fragrance of life. And 
who is equal to such a task? 

 
1. “in demonstration of the Spirit and of power” 

a. A good sales package will never replace the power of the Spirit 
b. But Paul wasn’t minimizing wisdom V.6 

 
V.6  Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, 
however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away;  
V.7  but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God 
predestined before the ages to our glory;  
V.8  the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if 
they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;  
 
V.6  Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, 
however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away;  

1. “Yet we do speak wisdom” 
a. This is not a disclaimer for wisdom 
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b. The wisest people in the world are believers – mature believers 
are thinkers 

i. One of the things we are trying to teach our young people, 
here, is to think critically 

ii. They are not being taught “how to think” in institutions 
higher learning – that’s the reason for current problems in 
so many universities  

iii. As parents you should be teaching your children to think 
critically – how to extrapolate an idea  

iv. Critical thinking is definition – the objective analysis and 
evaluation of an issue in order to form a judgment 
 

c. Believers are allowing others to critically think for them  
i. Many believers are allowing conservative talk show host on 

radio or TV to tell them what to think 
ii. Some of them say they’re “Christians” – it is doubtful if they 

are qualified to be a spiritual advisor 
iii. I’m not on Facebook & don’t view social media – so not a 

reflection of something someone has said – just don’t allow 
others to do your thinking for you 

 
V.6 x Yet we do speak wisdom among those who are mature; a wisdom, 
however, not of this age nor of the rulers of this age, who are passing away;  

2. “we do speak wisdom among those who are mature” 
a. There is a wisdom that can only be understood by the mature 

believer 
i. An immature believer is such a wasted potential  

b. God has so much for us – this book is full of tremendous riches  
 

3. “A wisdom…not of this age nor…rulers of this age, who…passing away” 
a. Never expect wisdom from the world 

i. A lost person may have talent, knowledge & giftedness in 
certain areas – but that isn’t wisdom 

ii. Don’t be dismayed by lack of wisdom from the world 
b. Even for the believer – God’s wisdom doesn’t just materialize  

i. Sadly, there are more unwise believers than wise ones 
ii. A believer can gain worldly wisdom & never gain spiritual 

wisdom 
iii. They are not the same thing 
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V.7  but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God 
predestined before the ages to our glory;  

1. “we speak God's wisdom in a mystery” 
a. The word mystery (μυστήήριον ) – it is a technical term 

i. It means a previously hidden truth – presently divulged – 
still containing an element of supernatural mystery 

ii. Major mysteries found in Scripture:  
1. The mysteries of the kingdom of heaven   

Matthew 13:11 Jesus answered them, "To 
you it has been granted to know the mysteries 
of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has 
not been granted.(most of chapter 13) 

2. The mystery of the translation of the living saints 
at the end of the church age 

1 Corinthians 15:51  Behold, I tell you a 
mystery; we will not all sleep, but we will all be 
changed,  
52  in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at 
the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, 
and the dead will be raised imperishable, and 
we will be changed.  
 

3. The mystery of the church as the Body of  
    Christ, composed of saved Jews and Gentiles of 
    this age  

Ephesians 3:4  By referring to this, when you 
read you can understand my insight into the 
mystery of Christ,  
5  which in other generations was not made 
known to the sons of men, as it has now been 
revealed to His holy apostles and prophets in 
the Spirit;  
6  to be specific, that the Gentiles are fellow 
heirs and fellow members of the body, and 
fellow partakers of the promise in Christ Jesus 
through the gospel, 

4. The mystery of the church as the bride of Christ 
    and our relationship w/ Him thru eternity 
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Ephesians 5:31  FOR THIS REASON A MAN 
SHALL LEAVE HIS FATHER AND MOTHER AND 
SHALL BE JOINED TO HIS WIFE, AND THE 
TWO SHALL BECOME ONE FLESH.  
32  This mystery is great; but I am speaking with 
reference to Christ and the church. 

5. The mystery of Christ living within/in believers 
Colossians 1:26  that is, the mystery which 
has been hidden from the past ages and 
generations, but has now been manifested to 
His saints,  
27  to whom God willed to make known what is 
the riches of the glory of this mystery among 
the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of 
glory. 

6. That Christ is the fulness of God in bodily form 
Colossians 2:2  that their hearts may be 
encouraged, having been knit together in love, 
and attaining to all the wealth that comes from 
the full assurance of understanding, resulting in 
a true knowledge of God's mystery, that is, 
Christ Himself, 

7. The mystery of lawlessness 
2 Thessalonians 2:7 For the mystery of 
lawlessness is already at work; only he who 
now restrains will do so until he is taken out of 
the way. 

8. The mystery of godliness 
1 Timothy 3:16  By common confession, great 
is the mystery of godliness: He who was 
revealed in the flesh, Was vindicated in the 
Spirit, Seen by angels, Proclaimed among the 
nations, Believed on in the world, Taken up in 
glory. 
 

9. The mystery of Israel’s blindness during the 
    Gospel age 

Romans 11:25 For I do not want you, 
brethren, to be uninformed of this mystery—so 
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that you will not be wise in your own 
estimation—that a partial hardening has 
happened to Israel until the fullness of the 
Gentiles has come in; 

10. The mystery of the seven stars – people who  
      think Revelation as only history must wonder  
      what the mystery is! 

Revelation 1:20 "As for the mystery of the 
seven stars which you saw in My right hand, 
and the seven golden lampstands: the seven 
stars are the angels of the seven churches, and 
the seven lampstands are the seven churches. 

11. The mystery of Babylon, the harlot 
Revelation 17:5 and on her forehead a name 
was written, a mystery, "BABYLON THE GREAT, 
THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND OF THE 
ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH."  
V.7 And the angel said to me, "Why do you 
wonder? I will tell you the mystery of the 
woman and of the beast that carries her, which 
has the seven heads and the ten horns. 

 
V.7 x but we speak God's wisdom in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God 
predestined before the ages to our glory; 

2. “which God predestined before the ages to our glory” 
a. The “cross” wasn’t planned after man fell 

i. It was planned before the foundation of the world  
b. “to our glory” – Because of Christ – there is a glory awaiting us 

i. What do you think you will be like in eternity? 
Romans 8:30 and these whom He predestined, He 
also called; and these whom He called, He also 
justified; and these whom He justified, He also 
glorified.  

ii. What do think existence will be like thru eternity? 
Jude 1:24 Now to Him who is able to keep you from 
stumbling, and to make you stand in the presence of 
His glory blameless with great joy, 
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V.8  the wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood; for if 
they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of glory;  

1. “wisdom which none of the rulers of this age has understood” 
a. There is a debate over whether “the rulers of this age” represent 

men or demonic forces 
i. I believe it could be both – but basically the demonic forces 

b. Evil men have always been energized by Satan himself 
c. Satan had tried to kill Christ – even while He was a child 
d. Whether demonic beings or lost man – none understood the 

“cross” b/c God kept it to Himself 
 

2. “if they had understood it they would not have crucified the Lord of 
glory” 

a. That phrase sounds like a demonic plan to keep lost man from 
being saved  

 
V.9  but just as it is written, "THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR 
HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL 
THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM."  
V.10  For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 
all things, even the depths of God.  
 
V.9  but just as it is written, "THINGS WHICH EYE HAS NOT SEEN AND EAR 
HAS NOT HEARD, AND which HAVE NOT ENTERED THE HEART OF MAN, ALL 
THAT GOD HAS PREPARED FOR THOSE WHO LOVE HIM."  

1. “eye has not seen…ear has not heard…not entered into the heart of 
man” 

a. Often this verse is used at funerals speaking of the heaven 
i. That “technically” isn’t what it’s saying – but that is true! 

b. But it is a profound statement –  
c. What can anyone know that he hasn’t learned thru his 5 senses? 
d. Man didn’t know the world was round – until he read it in 

Scripture 
e. Man thought that the earth was the center of the universe 
f. Man didn’t understand bacteria or germs – so small you can’t see 

them – he would argue that those things don’t exist – can’t see 
them 

g. Man thought the living cell would be a simple thing – not the 
complex computer system, w/ organized manufacturing process, 
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using motors, conveyors & a storage systems – his imagination 
couldn't go there 

h. Man didn’t know that matter was made up of atoms 
i. Man thought the universe was eternal & static 
j. You can’t explain those things to man until he sees them 

 
V.10  For to us God revealed them through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches 
all things, even the depths of God.  

1. “to us God revealed them through the Spirit” 
a. But the highest level of truth can’t be learned by our 5 senses 

i. We must be taught those things by God  
b. God has chosen to reveal these things to believers  

i. There are infinitely, remarkable things to be learned 
c. They are things that the human mind can’t grasp no matter how 

long a man lives – earthly time isn’t long enough to supply truth 
d. These truths are ours for the finding 

Proverbs 25:2  It is the glory of God to conceal a 
matter, But the glory of kings is to search out a 
matter.  
 

e. Why would God do that? 
i. He wants there to be excitement in the Christian life 
ii. An ignorant, old Christian was never God’s plan 

  
2. “the Spirit searches all things, even the depths of God” 

a. It doesn’t mean the Holy Spirit is looking for deep things of God 
i. It means He is plumbing the deep things of God  
ii. One of the Holy Spirit’s jobs is to teach us  

John 14:26(Christ speaking)  "But the Helper, the Holy 
Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will 
teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance 
all that I said to you. 
John 16:13(Christ speaking)  "But when He, the Spirit of 
truth, comes, He will guide you into all the truth; for 
He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever 
He hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you 
what is to come.  
14  "He will glorify Me, for He will take of Mine and will 
disclose it to you. 
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V.11  For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of 
the man which is in him? Even so the thoughts of God no one knows except 
the Spirit of God.  

1. “who…knows the thoughts of a man except the spirit of the man which 
is in him” 

a. Here is a comparison of the natural man verses the spiritual man 
b. No man knows anything except what his 5 senses tell him 
c. This is the fallacy of trying to sell the gospel by distorting it – it 

doesn’t work! 
d. The scientist will never come to the conclusion, God exist, by 

seeing Him  
i. When Russian cosmonauts first went into space – they 

reported that they didn’t see God anywhere! 
ii. No MRI will ever define the human soul 
iii. You can’t see the human conscience 
iv. You can’t see love – you see the influences of love, 

conscience, soul 
v. That is why going to a godless counselor is so dangerous 

 
V.12  Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 
from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God,  
V.13  which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, but 
in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual words. 

1. “we have received, not the spirit of the world” (V.12) 
a. He is not talking about the human spirit  
b. He is referring to the satanic spirit that is controlling the world  

i. The same spirit that is referred to in Eph.2 
Ephesians 2:1 And you were dead in your 
trespasses and sins,  
2  in which you formerly walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the 
power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in 
the sons of disobedience.  
3  Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of 
our flesh, indulging the desires of the flesh and of the 
mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as 
the rest.  

2. “so that we may know the things freely given to us by God” (V.12) 
a. God yearns for us to know deep spiritual truths – do you know? 
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b. “so that we may know” is a 3rd class condition of assumption  
i. Maybe you will know and maybe you won’t know  

 
V.13 x which things we also speak, not in words taught by human wisdom, 
but in those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual 
words. 

1. “those taught by the Spirit, combining spiritual thoughts with spiritual 
words” 

a. This phrase is hard to understand  
b. What is clear is that you must spend time thinking on spiritual 

truths 
c. It is also clear that it is the Holy Spirit Who is teaching you when 

you learn 
  
V.14  But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for 
they are foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they 
are spiritually appraised.  

1. “But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God” 
a. It is impossible for lost man to even think on the things of God 

Romans 8:7  because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it 
does not subject itself to the law of God, for it is not 
even able to do so, 

 
2. “he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised” 

a. The five senses man can’t comprehend the things of God 
b. How do you explain the color “red” to a person born blind? 
c. How do you describe snow to a person who lived entire life in 

tropical forest? 
d. That is, spiritual, eternal truth cannot be discovered or discerned 

by observation by the human eye; it cannot be seen. 
e. Christ explained it this way: 

John 4:19(Samaritan woman at well)  The woman *said to 
Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet.  
20  "Our fathers worshiped in this mountain, and you 
people say that in Jerusalem is the place where men 
ought to worship."  
21  Jesus *said to her, "Woman, believe Me, an hour is 
coming when neither in this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem will you worship the Father.  
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22  "You worship what you do not know; we worship 
what we know, for salvation is from the Jews.  
23  "But an hour is coming, and now is, when the true 
worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and truth; 
for such people the Father seeks to be His 
worshipers.  
24  "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and truth." 

V.15  But he who is spiritual appraises all things, yet he himself is appraised 
by no one.  

1. “he who is spiritual appraises all things” 
a. You need to be a critical thinker  
b. You should be able to evaluate situations 

i. But God hasn’t called you or me to judge everything that 
happens  

ii. It’s ok to leave it alone unless God calls you to do otherwise 
 

V.16  For WHO HAS KNOWN THE MIND OF THE LORD, THAT HE WILL 
INSTRUCT HIM? But we have the mind of Christ. 

1. “we have the mind of Christ” 
a. Now we can better understand Paul’s prayer for believers  

Ephesians 1:16  do not cease giving thanks for you, while 
making mention of you in my prayers;  
17  that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, 
may give to you a spirit of wisdom and of revelation in the 
knowledge of Him.  
18  I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so 
that you will know what is the hope of His calling, what are 
the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,  
19  and what is the surpassing greatness of His power 
toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the 
working of the strength of His might  
20  which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him 
from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the 
heavenly places,  
 






